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ABSTRACT 
Social change is pervasive in Saudi Arabia today and 
the impact can be seen readily in the modern family. 
To study family change, a sample of Saudi families in 
Riyadh, the capital city of Saudi Arabia, was selected. 
Two types of families were surveyed, 300 husbands and 300 
wives representing the "old" family and 300 husbands and 
300 wives representing the "young" family. 
A questionnaire was prepared which included questions 
about marital arrangements, the size of the family, family 
functions and activities, family living conditions, family 
power, the husband's and wife's roles, practice of the 
Islamic .religion, and other selected background information. 
The study findings emphasize the magnitude of social 
changes taking place within the Saudi family. There are 
changes in the family situations. Living conditions have 
improved through increased education, better medical care, 
technology, increased income and better communication and 
transportation systems. Marriage arrangements have also 
changed. People get married at an older age (20 years or 
more) and the person now assumes responsibility for choosing 
his wife. Family size has declined and the nuclear family 
type has become the preferred type. 
The economic and educational functions are no longer 
performed exclusively within the family but are now being 
shared with other agencies in the society such as schools 
and the market. There is increasing agreement about the 
appropriateness of women's work outside the house, especially 
in childless families. 
Blood's Marital Power Scale was used to assess the 
distribution of power and a decline in the authority of the 
husband was found. Increasingly, the husband and wife 
share decisions about family affairs. Changes in the husband 
and wife's roles, which are included in Hurvitz's Marital Role 
Inventory, were also found. Both scales used in this study 
have been found to be applicable to the Saudi society. 
Punctionalism and Modernization theories are used as 
a theoretical framework to examine social change within the 
Saudi family. 
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
Saudi Arabia is witnessing tremendous development and 
change in all sectors of the society. The Saudi family is 
sharing some of the improvements and development and in 
the process the family structure of the past has changed 
as new characteristics, such as improved education, women's 
work outside the home, and changes in the age of marriage 
have emerged. 
Saudi Arabia is located in the Middle East and occupies 
about four-fifths of the Arabian Peninsula, with an area of 
about 2,300,000 square kilometers (nearly 900,000 square 
miles) (Stacy International, 1977). 
Saudi Arabia, as shown in Figure 1, is bordered on 
the north by Jordan, Iraq and Kuwait, on the south by 
Arabian Republic of Yemen and Democratic Peoples Republic 
of Yemen, on the east by Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates 
and the Arabian Gulf, and on the west by the Red Sea. 
The total population of the country is estimated at about 
10.84 million (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1985). About 
2 5 percent of the population in Saudi Arabia are Bedouins 
(Al-Abbadi, 1981). 
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Figure 1. Map of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabi 
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Saudi Arabia is divided into five regions as shown in 
Figure 2. These regions are the central region, where the 
capital city of Riyadh is located, the western region, where 
the holy places are located in the cities of Makkah and 
Medina, the eastern region where the oil fields are located, 
the northern region, and the southern region. 
The country is considered the center of the Islamic 
world because the holy Islamic places are located in it, 
such as the holy mosque in Makkah, and the prophet Mohammed's 
mosque in Medina, where large numbers of Muslims perform 
pilgrimages every year. Also, Muslims direct their faces 
toward Makkah during their daily prayers. 
Saudi Arabia has one of the warmest climates in the 
world because it is located within the arid zone, where the 
temperature in the summer is very hot in most of the country 
and cool in the winter. The country doesn't have rivers or 
lakes and depends solely on rainfall which is very low 
except in some areas in the south and the southwest parts 
of the country. 
Statement of the problem 
The family in Saudi Arabia today is different from that 
of a generation ago (about 30 years) in the sense that some 
aspects of the family have changed, and there are some 
4 
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Figure 2. Boundaries of the five regions in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia 
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phenomena which are prevalent in the Saudi family today 
which were not known before. 
Development in the country brought about changes in 
many sectors of the society. The discovery of oil in 
1938 brought about a new era for Saudi Arabia, improving 
the economic situation of the country after it had 
lagged behind for many years. Before the discovery of 
oil, the country was isolated from other parts of the 
world because of its poverty and desert land (Sebai, 
1974), except the western region, where the holy places are 
located. Therefore, with the discovery of oil the isolation 
of the country was ended, and the country began to develop 
rapidly. 
With the discovery of oil, many changes came about within 
the Saudi society. Economic conditions, education, health, 
transportation, and life styles are among those areas that 
have been affected by oil discovery. The economic sphere has 
developed from one dependent on agriculture and simple ways 
of trade to one dominated by industrialization, modern ways 
of agriculture, and a wide range of international trade. 
Education has improved in quantity and quality as a conse­
quence of the huge wealth gained from oil production. 
Schools and universities are available all around the 
country and new and modern buildings are furnished to serve 
6 
students. Health services in the country have also improved 
as a result of the availability of money. Hospitals and 
health centers and clinics are now scattered t: h» ar oughout the 
country and are equipped with medicines and ecjudLp>m en t that 
make their services more effective. Saudi patients no longer 
travel abroad looking for treatment as they once did (except 
for some rare conditions). The transportation and communica­
tion systems have changed also. Today, a system of modern 
highways exists in the country, connecting cities and 
villages to each other and the country to nei«g hJoo ring 
countries. In addition, telephones, telex, mail services, 
and other forms of mass media have developed ancâ become 
more available and effective than before. For example, 
today anyone can pick up the phone and call any pi ace in 
the world from a village in Saudi Arabia. 
After the discovery of oil, people from other countries 
began to come to the country looking for jok>s in producing 
and manufacturing the new resource, which used t o t> e known 
locally as "Black Gold." These foreigners came from Arabian 
countries, Europe, Asia, and the United States of America. 
These people have affected the Saudis, especially in the 
Eastern reigon where the oil fields are located. Saudi 
workers started to absorb the English language bec ause it 
was the language used by all the people in the work: place. 
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Saudi workers started to attend classes for education and 
training to increase their knowledge about their work and 
their status. Also, the Saudi family began to adjust to 
the work hours of the husband, for example, for meals, 
invitations or visitations. In addition, the Saudi family 
became familiar with non-Saudi foods, which are available 
in different restaurants to serve those people who came from 
different areas. Another influence which can be seen within 
the Saudi household is the new living room which resembles 
that of the western homes which contains couches and sofas. 
Most Saudi households have two living rooms, the Arabian 
living room which contains no sofas or couches, and a 
foreign living room. 
Development in economic conditions, along with other 
factors such as education, the availability of technological 
capabilities, migration from rural and Bedouin areas to urban 
areas, and travel and being in contact with other societies, 
all have affected the Saudi family system. 
Objectives of the study 
This study will attempt to examine changes within the 
Saudi family occurring as a result of the economic develop­
ment which has taken place in the country since the 
discovery of oil. The purpose of this study is to highlight 
8 
the effects of these changes, and the consequences of the 
presumptive factors. 
This study will be a partial replication of the study 
of the author's master's degree (Hamdan, 1985), dealing with 
social change within the Saudi family as perceived by Saudi 
students in the United States. It will attempt to explain 
social change in the Saudi family as perceived by Saudi 
families in the Saudi society itself. Several aspects 
within the family will be examined, such as the age of 
marriage, controlling the number of children, choosing a 
mate, family authority, family roles and women's work. 
Since research concerning social change within the 
Saudi family is quite limited and not very specific, and 
since there is a shortage of government statistics, it was 
decided that gathering primary data would fill an obvious 
void in the study of the Saudi family. 
A sample survey of Saudi married students who were 
studying in the United States in 1984 was conducted. A 
10 percent sample of some 2,000 married students studying 
here was chosen and questionnaires were sent to them at the 
beginning of May 1984 (100 questionnaires for wives and 100 
questionnaires for husbands). 
The findings of that study included student perceptions 
of some changes that are taking place within the Saudi family 
9 
today. Among the findings: both parents should be involved 
in child rearing, there is increasing acceptance of women 
working outside the home (though not if there are children at 
home), there is near equality for husbands and wives on the 
Blood's scale of Marital Power (as opposed to more father-
centered authority of their parents), there is a decline in 
the preference for large families, and there is an increase 
in the age of marriage (Hamdan, 1985). 
However, Saudi students in the United States may well be 
more "modern" than either Saudi students who stayed in the 
home country or the parental generation. Therefore, the 
present study was conducted in the city of Riyadh, the capital 
of Saudi Arabia, with two samples, representing two types of 
families : 
1. The "old family, which represents the Saudi family in two 
periods of time: "Before" and "after" great social change. 
The sample of this type of family was drawn from eight 
districts in Riyadh. The age of the members of this sample 
is 50 years or more. Clusters of buildings and houses were 
drawn and 300 husbands and 300 wives were surveyed. 
2. The "young" family, which represents the Saudi family 
after great social change. This was an availability sample, 
drawn from married students and employees in King Saud 
10 
University in Riyadh. The age of the members of this sample 
is 30 years or younger. 
There are some novel elements included in this study 
which were not in my master's degree study. Among these are 
questions about some functions and activities and their 
relative importance to the Saudi family in the "past" and the 
"present," such as child-rearing, preparing bread at home, 
keeping animals at home for food production, and reliance 
on the market as a supplier for family needs. Also, there 
are questions about the existence of some phenomena in the 
Saudi family, such as girls' education, increased mahr 
(dowry), women working outside the home, servants and maids 
at home, early-age marriage, and the role of the family in 
choosing its son's wife. 
For this study, the same scales of marital power and 
marital roles which were used previously were used in the 
present study. These two scales are; 
1. The Scale of Marital Power, which was developed by 
Robert O. Blood (Blood and Wolfe, 1960). 
2. Marital Role Inventory (MRI), which was developed by 
Nathan Hurvitz (Hurvitz, 1965). 
In this study, we will see the perceptions of social 
change within the Saudi family as indicated by representa­
tives of young families and old families, as well as tapping 
11 
the perceptions of the young family members about their 
parents' attitudes. Thus, this study will have several 
sources of information about social change, as contrasted 
with the study conducted in the United States, where there 
was only one source (the student families). 
Thus, comparing the perceptions of the two family types 
will provide more complete information on the social change 
currently taking place within the Saudi family. 
Among the objectives of this study is a focus on some 
factors presumed to lead to social change within the Saudi 
family. Among these factors are the effects of changing 
economic conditions, education, technology, contact with 
people of other cultures, and mass media. 
In this study, we will utilize some sociological theories 
to see how they can explain the social change in the Saudi 
family. We will focus on the theories of modernization and 
functionalism to see if they can shed light on social 
change and the Saudi family. 
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CHAPTER 2. DESCRIPTION OF THE SAUDI SOCIETY 
Saudi society today is different from that of 30 years 
ago. Many things have changed within the society and the 
Saudi family has been affected accordingly. Changes in the 
economic, educational, transportation and communication 
institutions can be seen in the country at the present 
time. In this chapter, a description of the changes in 
these institutions and their effect on Saudi society in 
general and on the family in particular will be presented. 
Economic prosperity 
After the discovery of oil in 1938 in Saudi Arabia, the 
economic conditions of the country were changed from depen­
dence on agriculture and trade as the chief sources of income 
to a new source that greatly increased the wealth of the 
country. By gaining this huge wealth, the country began to 
plan for a bright future through many projects and policies 
to enable the country and its people to progress. Lipsky 
(1959) mentioned that; 
Oil has had a great political, eocnomic and 
social impact on Saudi Arabia. Future changes 
are certain to be even more profound. The 
differences between the traditional order and 
what is taking place is very great, and for the 
present at least, change is occurring more 
rapidly here than in any other country in the 
Middle East. 
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Saudi Arabia is considered one of the ten largest coun­
tries in oil production and at the same time it has one of th« 
highest oil reserves in the world. The daily oil production 
in 1986 was about 4,784,200 barrels (Ministry of Finance and 
National Economy, 1987). In Table 1, we see that Saudi 
Arabia is third among the world's first ten leading countries 
in crude oil production in 1986. Its share was about 1,746.2 
million barrels (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987 ) 
Table 1. World's first ten leading countries in crude oil 
production in 1986® 
Countries Production (million barrels) 
U.S.S.R. 4,490 
U.S.A. 3,164 
Saudi Arabia 1,746 
Mexico 886 
Iran 734 
Iraq 685 
Nigeria 535 
Canada 534 
United Arab Emirates 478 
Indonesia 459 
^Ministry of Petroleum as presented in the Statistical 
Year Book, Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987. 
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Saudi Arabia used to export only crude oil to several 
countries in Western Europe and Japan, but after the 
construction of many refineries, it now exports both crude 
and refined oil. The country's total exports of crude and 
refined oil in 1986 was 1,455.5 million barrels (Ministry 
of Finance and National Economy, 1987). 
The budget of the country depends mostly on revenues 
gained from oil production and exports. It is easy to 
imagine how important oil revenues have become to the 
country's budget if it is recalled that, in 1989, the 
budget was 116 billion SR (Saudi Riyals), or about 32 billion 
dollars (National Guard Magazine, 1989), compared to about 
two million dollars forty years ago (Middle East Newspaper. 
1989a) . 
The huge wealth contributes to improved economic 
conditions in the country which are reflected in improvement 
in the social, educational, and health conditions. Many 
schools and hospitals were established. Almunahi (2983) 
found that about 70 percent of his sample reported 
their monthly income to be within 8,000 to 12,000 Riyal. 
In contrast, about 61 percent indicated their income to 
be from 300 to 600 Riyal ten years ago. A1 Juwayer 
(1983) reported in his study that 66.67 percent of his 
15 
sample indicated that their family's monthly income was 
at least 6,000 Riyal. 
As a consequence of economic progress, education for 
boys and girls has been improved and the number of schools 
are increasing with each passing year. According to educa­
tional statistics, there were 15,353 educational institutions 
in 1987 serving both boys and girls. These institutions 
included kindergarten schools, intermediate schools, secondary 
schools, higher and university education, technical education 
schools, teacher training institutes and centers, and adult 
education schools (Ministry of Education, 1988). 
Th-s government of Saudi Arabia started a five-year 
development plan in order to benefit from the economic 
progress and to employ these revenues in a number of proj­
ects which would help the country to develop and continue 
to progress year after year. The program of these plans 
started in 1970 with the first five-year development plan 
(1970-1975) followed by the second five-year development 
plan (1975-1980) and then the third five-year plan for the 
period of 1980-1985. The fourth five-year development plan 
is now in effect (1985-1990). These plans contain strategies 
to develop and improve economic resources, human resources, 
the social sector, and the physical infrastructure (Sindi 
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and Alghofaily, 1982). In order to accomplish these objec­
tives, the government spent 288 billion dollars on projects 
that were planned during the first, second, and third five-
year development plans (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the 
United States, 1985). 
One of the goals of these plans was that all people in 
the country should benefit from health care and medical ser­
vices, no matter where they live. Because of that, new 
hospitals and health care centers were built and old hospitals 
renewed. Medical services in Saudi Arabia today are very 
advanced and Saudi patients are now treated locally rather 
than being sent abroad for medical care. The number of 
hospitals and health care centers has increased from 6 7 hos­
pitals and 847 in 1978 to 157 hospitals and 1,437 health 
care centers in 1987 (Ministry of Finance and National 
Economy, 1987). In addition, the number of doctors and medi­
cal technicians has increased and there are now 17 doctors 
for every 1,000 persons in the country (Middle East Newspaper, 
1989a). One important observation is that all medical care 
is free in Saudi Arabia, including medicine, and patients 
who can't be treated locally are sent abroad with the 
government paying all expenses. 
The government has spent about 2,500 billion Riyals 
($1 = 3.7 SR) on the three five-year development plans in 
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order to get the country modernized and developed (National 
Guard Magazine, 1989). Achievements can be recognized 
in the entire country in all social and economic domains. 
Among these achievements are the Real Estate Development 
Fund which has provided Saudi citizens with interest-free 
loans to build houses, which cost about 91.5 billion Riyals, 
the Industrial Development Fund which has provided investors 
with loans to start their projects and industries, which 
cost about 49 billion Riyals, and the Agricultural Bank which 
hs provided farmers with loans to buy machines, seeds, and 
fertilizers at a cost of about 22 billion Riyals (National 
Guard Magazine, 1989) 
Along with these achievements, the government subsidizes 
several products and the cost of electricity. It also 
provides needy people with social security subsidies so they 
can live a better life. 
Another goal of the development plans was to diversify 
economic resources and not depend on oil as the only resource 
because it is an exhaustible resource. So the government 
made plans to develop resources other than oil production 
to enhance the economic conditions of the country and 
decrease its dependence on oil. With this in mind, the 
government devloted a large part of its budget during the 
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development plans to build the basis for new resources such 
as industrialization and agriculture. 
Before the discovery of oil, the country was not 
industrialized, but now many products manufactured in Saudi 
Arabia are exported to countries throughout the world, 
especially those products related to oil. The government, in 
order to develop the industrial sector, established the Saudi 
Arabian Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) in 1977 which 
has different industries to produce petrochemicals, iron, 
steel, and other products dependent on crude oil (Saudi 
Arabian Basic Industries Corporation, 1981). To promote in­
dustrialization, the government built two huge industrial 
cities (One in Jubail on the east coast and another in Yanbu 
on the west coast) to be the starting points for industriali­
zation. Those two cities were built with the intent of 
diversifying economic resources and they have several indus­
trial projects and complexes which are capable of improving 
the trade balance between the country and the nations of the 
world and to enhance the country's economy. Jubail and Yanbu 
are considered among the largest industrial centers in the 
Middle East and contain many factories producing plastic, 
fertilizers, steel, cement and other oil derivatives (Middle 
East Newspaper, 1989a). SABIC has its industrial projects 
in the cities of Jubail and Yanbu, and in 1987, exported 
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70 percent of its products to other countries with a total 
value of about 1.5 billion dollars (Saudi Arabia, 1989). 
To meet the request for vocational skills and abilities 
needed by factories, several vocational and training centers 
and institutes have been established with different special­
ties in all regions of the country. By 1987, there were 36 
schools and institutes with about 13,000 trainees. The number 
of industries in the country has also increased. In 1978, 
the number of factories was 1,017, while in 1987 there were 
2.061 factories producing different kinds of products such 
as food stuffs, textiles and clothing, leather, wood products, 
chemicals, building materials and metal (Ministry of Finance 
and National Economy, 1987). In addition, the percentage of 
the nonoil sector of the total national production has in­
creased from 40.1 percent in 1975 to 73.0 percent in 1984 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 1985). These 
figures emphasize the importance of the new sources of income. 
Growth in the industrial sector increased by 4.7 percent in 
1988 (National Gaard Magazine. 1989). The country's nonoil 
exports increased by 63.3 percent (Middle East Newspaper, 
1989b). The Saudi economy doesn't restrict itself to the 
country itself but it looks beyond its borders. Recently, 
Saudi Arabia bought part of Texaco Oil Company in the 
United States, along with 11,500 service stations. It 
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also found markets for its production in 65 countries around 
the world (National Guard Magazine, 1989). 
Another goal of the development plans in Saudi Arabia 
is to get the private sector involved in the development of 
the country. The development plans encourage the private 
sector to play a vital role in the process of modernizing 
the country's economy. So businessmen and investors are 
increasingly investing in the country by establishing 
industrial and agricultural projects. The Saudi businessmen 
and investors are eligible to get loans from the Development 
Bank so they can start their projects and contribute to their 
country's development. 
Agriculture is considered the second important source 
that the government planned to develop as a way of 
diversify the national economy. The agricultural sector was 
developed in the past few years as a result of introducing 
new methods, such as using advanced machines, fertilizers, 
and extension services, along with encouragement and support 
by the government to the private sector. Agriculture 
today, with the help of advanced technology, is improving 
and the country is becoming an exporter for some products 
instead of an importer. Among the achievements of the 
development plans related to agriculture is that the total 
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crop area has increased in ten years from 360 thousand acres 
to 5.5 million acres (National Guard Magazine, 1989). 
Agriculture in Saudi Arabia was practiced in a limited 
way with traditional methods in the past. The fact that the 
desert dominates the land mass contributes to the limitation 
of this sector as an effective source of economic revenues. 
Consequently, 90 percent of the country's food needs were 
imported from other countries as recently as ten years ago 
(National Guard Magazine, 1989). Today, agriculture is 
flourishing and progress can be measured in the self-
sufficiency that has been accomplished through the signifi­
cant investment in the country. The country has created an 
agricultural infrastructure which provides everything to 
the farmers, from providing modern farming technology, the 
construction of roads, irrigation networks, storage and export 
facilities to the establishment of agricultural research and 
training centers and extension services (Saudi Arabia, 1989). 
The result of these strategies can be seen by the fact that 
Saudi Arabia has achieved self-sufficiency in wheat produc­
tion with a considerable surplus which is exported to other 
countries. In 1978, wheat production was about 3,000 tons 
while in 1989 it increased to more than three million tons 
(Middle East Newspaper. 1989a). 
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Another feature of this sector is that agricultural 
products represented about 30 percent of Saudi nonoil exports 
in 1987 while it was only .3 percent in 1975, while imports 
of food products decreased by two billion dollars in 1986 
(Saudi Arabia, 1989). Saudi Arabia today exports its pro­
duction of "wheat, dates, dairy products, eggs, fish, poultry, 
and vegetables to markets throughout the world" (Saudi Arabia, 
1989). In Saudi Arabia, every person who is 18 years old 
and decides to start an agricultural business is eligible 
to get a piece of land up to 200 acres free and to get a loan 
from the Agricultural Bank with no interest. The government 
will pay 40-50 percent of the cost of the farming and 
irrigation machines, fertilizers and seeds. 
In conclusion, economic development has had an important 
effect in bringing about change in the Saudi society in 
general and the family in particular. The family is not 
a production unit for food any more, as this has been trans­
ferred to other agencies in the society. Family members are 
enjoying employment outside the family domain and the 
monthly income and living styles have improved. Moreover, 
many people left their home areas looking for a better 
way of living in the cities where industries and employment 
opportunities are available. Also, the opportunities for 
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more and advanced education are sought by Saudi boys and girls 
and thus the level of education is increasing. 
Education 
Education is a very important sector for any country 
that aims for development and prosperity. The development 
of human resources through education must go side by side 
with the development of other sectors in order to achieve 
progress. In Saudi Arabia, education has improved tremen­
dously over the last twenty years in quantity and quality. 
In the past, education was restricted to religious 
education for both boys and girls. There were no formal 
schools and boys used to study in the mosques, and the girls 
with a woman, in the teacher's house. Students learned to 
memorize the Koran, the Islamic holy book and to study the 
Arabic language. 
Modern scientific education—along with the traditional 
religious education — is the focus of the new system. The 
growth of education in the country which was increased 
quantitatively and qualitatively for both boys and girls, 
can be recognized throughout the country, and instead of 
being an informal system as in the past it is now a formal 
one with several agencies responsible for it. 
Education in Saudi Arabia is provided through two 
channels, one for the males and the other for the females. 
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because segregation is part of the Islamic teachings. 
General education (from kindergarten up to high school) 
is offered by two agencies: Ministry of Education for 
males' education and General Presidency for Girls' 
Education. Along with these two main agencies, several 
other ministries and agencies are responsible for providing 
providing education for their staff and their families. 
Among these agencies are the National Guard, Ministry of 
Interior, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, and the 
Ministry of Defense (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 
1987). Higher education is provided by seven universities 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
and many other colleges for girls under the supervision of 
the Presidency of Girls' Education. Also, most of the 
universities have separate divisions for girls. 
The number of schools for boys in 1954^ was 469 schools, 
and the number of schools for girls, when the formal educa-
2 tion was introduced in 1960 , was 52 schools. However, the 
number of educational institutions for both boys and girls has 
increased to 15,353 in 1987 (Ministry of Education, 1988). 
^Abdulwahab A. Abdulwasa, 1983. 
2 Ministry of Education, Summary Statistics on Education, 
1984. 
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Also, the number of students has increased from 42,000 male 
students in the middle of the 1950s (Almunahi, 1983), and 
32,391 female students in 1964 (Al-Omari,1984) to 1,416,594 
male and 1,066,207 female students in 1987 (Ministry of 
Education, 1988). One can hardly imagine the effect of 
education on those students which will be reflected in 
their lives and families. 
When the formal educational system was started in 1953, 
teachers were provided from other Arabian countries such as 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Palastine. But as time 
went on, and the number of Saudi teachers increased, and the 
Arabian teachers were replaced by Saudi graduates year 
after year. In 1982, the number of Saudi teachers was 
54,962, and it increased to 93,909 teachers in 1987 (Ministry 
of Education, 1988). 
The educational system in the country pays particular 
attention to those people who may not attend the regular 
schools because of some handicap or those who didn't have the 
chance to be educated when they were young. For these 
people, education is available everywhere in the country, 
and the schools are equipped with the appropriate materials. 
This type of education is known as private education, and it 
includes 30 institutes which provide their services to 
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blind, deaf and dumb, and the mentally retarded (Ministry 
of Finance and National Economy, 1987). 
Adult education gives those who didn't attend schools 
in their early ages the opportunity to learn and improve 
themselves. This type of education is very important 
and is increasing throughout the country. The number 
of schools and students of this type of education is 
increasing. In 1973, the number of schools was 768 and 
the students numbered 52,822 males and 2,293 females 
(Ministry of Education, 1982). In 1987, there were 3,259 
schools and centers and 81,822 males students and 70,317 
female students (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 
1987). 
Higher education is another area where development can 
be seen in the educational system in Saudi Arabia. There are 
67 colleges in the seven universities along with 11 colleges 
for girls providing undergraduate and graduate education in 
in several majors and specialties. The enrollments in 
these colleges in 1987 were 105,896 students, 62,785 were 
males and 43,111 were females (Ministry of Education, 
1988). The number of students is increasing, particularly 
females, if we recall that before 1960 there was no formal 
education for girls in Saudi Arabia. In 1973, the number 
of students, both males and females, was only 11,337 
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(10,002 males and 1,335 females), and the number of colleges 
was 19 for males and only one college for girls (Ministry 
of Education, 1982). 
Education outside the country is another area. The 
government sends Saudi students abroad to seek knowledge 
in different specialties in order tô have these educated 
people available to participate in the country's development. 
These students are on scholarships where the government pays 
all expenses and provides them with jobs after they complete 
their studies. In addition, there are some students who are 
not on scholarships and pay their own expenses (but they 
will find jobs readily after their graduation). Students 
are studying in several countries such as Arabian countries, 
European countries, the United States of America and Canada. 
The number of these students increased in the early 
years of development, but it has started to decrease as the 
universities and colleges within the country have improved 
and have more advanced specialties and faculties. In 1973^ 
the number of Saudi students studying abroad was 2,574 
2 
males and 219 females, and in 1982 the number was 10,943 
^Ministry of Education, Educational Statistics, 1982. 
2 Ministry of Education, Educational Statistics, 1982. 
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males and 968 females, but in 1986^ the total number dropped 
to 8,362 students, 5,516 males and 2,846 females. 
The government spends a lot of money on education, 
and the proportion for education in the country's budget is 
2 increasing. In 1973 the budget for education amounted to 
1.59 billion Riyals, and it increased to 19.6 billion Riyals 
in 1987.^ The proportion of the educational budget was 
one-fifth of the country's budget for the third five-year 
development plan, which amounted to about 30 billion Riyals 
(Almunahi, 1983). 
The government's development plans for education is 
intended to achieve four strategic educational goals: to 
improve the quality of education and training, to make the 
education and training system more responsive to the needs 
of the economy, to increase efficiency through improved 
administration and management, and to facilitate quantita­
tive growth of the system (Ministry of Planning, 1980). 
Furthermore, the development plans for education emphasize 
the importance of Islamic values, in the sense that these 
^Ministry of Finance and National Economy, Statistical 
Year Book, 1987. 
2 Ministry of Education, Educational Statistics, 1982. 
^Ministry of Finance and National Economy, Statistical 
Year Book, 1987. 
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plans must be in congruence with the Islamic heritage of 
the country. So religious studies are offered in all 
schools, along with other universities and institutions. 
Yahya (1986), in his content analysis of text books in some 
of the Middle Eastern countries, said that Saudi text books 
included more religious content in both titles and pictures 
than did the other countries (Jordan, Libya, and Syria). 
The education of women in Saudi Arabia is a unique 
experience in that it was established in 1960 and completed 
in less than twenty years (from elementary school to univer­
sity education). Women's education, as an official activity, 
was started relatively late in the development period. There 
were several reasons for the delay: the belief that a woman's 
role was in her home only and therefore there was no need for 
her to be educated; the economic situation in the country 
before the discovery of oil--the country was still new and 
its resources came from primary trade and agriculture. 
Seven years after the establishment of the Ministry of 
Education for males, the government, in 1960, established 
the Presidency of Girls Education as the official source 
for women's education (Presidency of Girls Education, 1982). 
Women's education in Saudi Arabia is separated from that of 
men in that men and women each have their own schools and 
colleges. Many schools, institutions, and colleges are now 
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available for women in all regions of the country. The 
number of schools for girls increased from 52 schools in 
1 2 1960 to 6,254 schools in 1987 and the number of students 
increased from 5,200 students in 1960^ to 1,066,207 in 
1987 (Ministry of Education, 1988), 
To meet the shortage of school teachers, many institu­
tions for preparing teachers were opened in different cities. 
Numerous Saudi teachers were graduated and gradually 
replaced foreigners. At the present time, most regions 
have reached the stage of self-sufficiency in school teachers 
for the elementary schools (Presidency of Girls Education, 
1982). In 1960, there were no Saudi teachers among the 
staff of elementary schools, while in 1987, 30,966 Saudi 
teachers were teaching all around the country (Ministry of 
Education, 1988). 
In the area of higher education for women, most of the 
Saudi universities have separate divisions for women and 
they have the opportunity to enroll and continue their 
education at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
There are seven universities in the country, five of which 
^Abdulwahab A. Abdulwasa, 1983. 
2 Ministry of Education, Educational Documentation, 1988. 
^Abdulwahab A. Abdulwasa, 1983. 
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have divisions for women. Enrollment of women in King 
Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah in 1987 numbered 
9.224 (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987). 
The enrollment of men in the same year was 17,764, so the 
female students represented about a third of the total 
enrollment. In addition to these divisions, there are 
eleven four-year colleges, and many other junior colleges 
for women teachers. 
Besides general education (from elementary up to 
high school), several other types of education are available 
for women only. Some of the institutions are practical 
where women learn different kinds of crafts and vocational 
skills. The aim is to provide skilled and qualified women 
in jobs which will benefit the women as well as their 
country. Among these institutions are; health institutes 
and nursing schools, tailoring centers, special education 
for the blind, deaf, dumb and retardates and adult educa­
tion to combat illiteracy (Presidency of Girls' Education, 
1982). 
There are several factors which contribute to enhancing 
the situation regarding Saudi women's education in the 
present time. Among these factors are: 
1. The prosperity and development of the Saudi economy 
affect the women's education situation and expand it to 
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cover the country. In 1960, the budget for women's 
education was two million Riyals, while in 1987, it was 
4.8 billion Riyals (Ministry of Education, 1988). 
2. The social factors: People have started to think that 
the women are an effective element in the society and 
shouldn't be ignored or neglected. It was "known", in 
the past that the best place for a woman was in her home, 
and she therefore would not benefit from being educated. 
The only thing for them to do was to get married and 
have children (Nyrop et al., 1977). Saudi women realized 
that they must accept those opportunities which were made 
available and contribute to change through education. 
These new social views about women and education paved 
the way for Saudi women to acquire as much education as 
they can. At the present time, the age of marriage among 
Saudi girls has increased from 12 or 13 years to 20 years 
or more (Hamdan, 1985). I think the major reason for 
this change is the desire to acquire more education. 
In addition, the society's point of view toward the 
educated woman has changed. Today, the educated woman 
is more preferred as a wife than the uneducated woman. 
3. The availability of teachers through teaching colleges 
and institutions, and the consequent replacement of 
teachers. In 1970, the number of non-Saudi teachers 
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in the educational sector was about 50,000, but in 1987, 
it was 25,469 teachers (Ministry of Education, 1988). 
As a matter of fact, this number is continually decreas­
ing, year after year. The number of Saudi teachers for 
the same period increased from nothing in 1960 to 46,343. 
4. The technological factors; Different kinds of technologi­
cal devices, equipment, and instruments are harnessed to 
make the educational function for Saudi girls more 
effective. Millions of riyals are spent to provide 
equipment and instruments. Every school is equipped with 
modern laboratories. One of the important technological 
devices can be seen in the women's division in the local 
universities. The faculty who teach women must be 
females, but at the university level of education, 
where this sometimes isn't possible, women are taught 
through the medium of live closed circuit television, 
if the instructor is a male. 
The effect of education on the life of Saudi women can 
be recognized in several ways: 
(1) Work outside the household: The only job that was 
available for the Saudi woman in the past was to be a 
housewife, staying at home no matter if she had children 
or not. At the present time, after women have become 
educated, they participate in several areas outside 
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the home. They participate in jobs related to women in the 
society, though they perform their jobs separate from men. 
One can observe women in many social and scientific jobs 
which were formerly considered the exclusive preserve of 
men (Al-Torki, 1977). Thus, there are "Saudi women doctors, 
university professors, mathematicians, scientists, social 
workers, bank directors, journalists, and college deans" 
(Bahry, 1982). Further, Saudi girls, by participating in 
the work force demonstrate the effectiveness of their educa­
tion and social training. 
(2) The investment of leisure time: With economic develop­
ment in Saudi Arabia, and the availability of time-saving 
devices in the house, a woman can invest her leisure time 
either as a student or a teacher. For those women who are 
old and didn't have the chance for education in their early 
age, they can invest their leisure time in the educational 
programs offered in the afternoon and evening through adult 
education. One important thing to mention here is that 
adult education is preferred by a lot of women in the society 
and the attendance is increasing year after year as indicated 
earlier. 
(3) The contribution to society's development: Saudi women 
are now participating in the development of the society in 
which they live, bringing to it the benefits of their 
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education and training and a new social awareness. They are 
helping to build a new and progressive society, unhindered 
by the fetters of the past, aiming at a better future for all. 
(4) Through education, the Saudi woman can learn about the 
best ways in socializing her children and how to manage her 
home. She can learn and read about how to treat children 
and how to take care of their nutrition, health, and relations 
at home and outside the home. The educated woman can benefit 
from the available services for her home and children. 
(5) The chance to get loans from the government: The 
educated Saudi woman who has graduated from a vocational 
center can apply for loans to establish her own project and 
start her own business. For example, those women who 
graduate from tailoring institutes are eligible to get 
loans and establish their own stores. 
(6) Education is considered an important factor in determin­
ing the status of the present Saudi woman—the higher the 
level of education the higher her status in the society, 
unlike the past, where the determinant factor of the woman's 
status was her family. In a recent study about social change 
in the Saudi family, I found that 64.52 percent of the 
females in the study indicated that a woman's education is 
more important than her family in determining her social 
status in the Saudi society (Hamdan, 1985). 
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Technology 
No one will deny the importance of technology in any 
society at the present time. Technology has had a very impor­
tant role in facilitating many functions which are related to 
our lives. With technology, the conditions of many societies 
and nations have been changed. For example the United States 
or Japan could not be what they are today without the help 
of technology. Furthermore, some nations of the so-called 
Third World will no longer be in that category if they 
acguire a higher level of technology, such as some countries 
in the Middle East, Korea, and Hong Kong. So technology 
is one of the factors that enhance and bring about social 
change in many societies. 
In Saudi Arabia, technology has been introduced to many 
sectors of the society. Consequently, all kinds of techno­
logical techniques and devices have been made available for 
the Saudi people. Since technology plays a very important 
role in the development process, and since Saudi Arabia has 
very little indigenous technological ability, the country 
has been importing technology from other countries, particular­
ly the West, and has made it available for the people to use. 
The transfer of technology to Saudi society is determined 
by its suitability to the society. The technology which is 
brought to Saudi Arabia must always be parallel and in 
adherence to the values of Islam. 
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The Saudi family is one sector in the society that has 
been exposed to different kinds of technological devices and 
services, thereby saving time for the family. It has made 
several functions within the family domain easier and faster, 
such as cooking, cleaning, and sewing. Technology contrib­
utes in changing the situation of the Saudi women particularly. 
Several factors have affected the transfer of technology 
to Saudi Arabia. Among these are the following: 
a) The economic factors: In Saudi Arabia, the huge amount 
of wealth from oil has made it possible for the country to 
establish development projects and given it the opportunity 
to import different technological capabilities which further 
contribute to the development and progress which the country 
enjoys today. So the technological achievements led to 
modernization and a break up of traditional ways of life 
(Abdul-Pattah, 1978). 
Saudi Arabia is in a unigue position due to the avail­
ability of financial and energy resources, so it can import 
different kinds of technology. But since the financial 
resources are dependent on oil, which is an exhaustible 
resource, the government has made plans for less dependence 
on oil for the long term by building huge industrial areas 
on the east and west coasts of the country. 
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The economic conditions of Saudi Arabia not only 
contribute to importing technology into the country, but also 
in training the local population through the technical and 
vocational schools. Saudi Arabia is already doing whatever 
it can to educate and train people to use and operate 
technological devices, whether in the industries or at homes. 
For example, personal computers are a new phenomenon in the 
society, and several economic and social establishments 
offer training programs on how to operate and benefit from 
them. In addition, women's social associations in the country 
provide these programs to Saudi women. 
The economic prosperity enables the importing corpora­
tions, whether through the government or the private sector, 
to request special kinds of technology which are adaptable 
to Saudi society. For example, computers with the Arabic 
language instructions about how to use, operate, and assemble 
these devices and safety instructions for automobile vehicles 
also to be written in the country's language are now available. 
The economic ability also makes it easy for the govern­
ment and the private sector to manufacture some of the 
technological devices locally. For example, those devices 
that are related to the family and the household, such as 
refrigerators, air conditioners, gas stoves, and washers are 
now produced locally. 
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The availability and widespread use of electricity all 
around the country, in addition to the minimum cost helps in 
introducing technology to all sectors of the society. Today, 
technology is introduced to rural people and Bec3ouins as 
well as to urban people and the availability of electricity 
in the country makes it easy for all families to get what 
ever they need. 
Technology, affected by the economic conditions in the 
country, in turn affects economic conditions in the sense 
that it brings about development and helps in diversifying 
the economic resources. For example, the technological 
devices which are used in agriculture and industry reduce 
the dependence on oil export as the only economic source, 
and help in creating new resources. With the help of 
technology, Saudi Arabia has achieved the status of self-
sufficiency in many agricultural products, such as wheat, 
dates, and poultry, and the surplus is exported to other 
countries, particularly the Gulf countries (Saudi Arabia , 
1989). 
b) The educational factors: The availability and spread 
of education, especially technical schools, enable people 
to become acquainted with the diversity of technological 
devices. 
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One of the educational goals is the periodical renewal 
of the school's curricula in order to match the progress 
and advancement related to technology locally or in 
the international spheres, especially in the technical 
schools where new specialties must be added or modified to 
be suitable for the new technological capabilities imported 
to the country (Al-Zaid, 1982). Whenever a technological 
innovation is introduced to the world, and the government 
finds that it is appropriate to be imported into Saudi society, 
it will not hesitate to do so. But first, the staff that 
can use it must be trained. To prepare these people, new 
curricula will be added and a group of trainers may be 
brought into the country to educate Saudi workers. Another 
alternative is to send some Saudis abroad to be educated 
and trained to master this kind of technology. 
The relationship between technology and education in 
the Saudi society is a reciprocal one. Education gives 
people the ability to harness and control many of the 
technological devices, while technology in many cases helps 
in facilitating the educational function. Technology makes 
the educational function easy and understandable through many 
devices and instruments used to explain the subjects, such 
as the overhead projector, and other devices in laboratories. 
Another example of the relationship between technology and 
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education is the transportation system. There is a transpor­
tation system which connects those in the rural areas to 
the cities for the sake of advanced levels of education. 
In Saudi Arabia, there are two systems of transportation for 
students, one serving the boys and the other serving the 
girls. Thus with this technological help, people can achieve 
education-regardless of physical distance. 
c) The social factors: Saudi society becomes receptive to 
technological innovation through the mass media such as 
television, radio and newspapers, and education. The 
attitude towards technology has changed, and the people are 
willing to acguire as much as they can from technological 
capabilities, especially those that are relevant to the Saudi 
society. The government is aware of the values and heritage 
of the society, and pays special attention to the selection 
of appropriate technologies. As mentioned in the UNESCO 
book about Saudi Arabia (1976) special attention is necessary 
so that the foreign technology doesn't impair the develop­
ment of indigenous technology potential. 
Another phenomenon related to the issue of people's 
attitude toward technology is the increased enrollment in 
technical and vocational schools. Saudis attend these 
schools for training to be eligible to work and master 
technology in the society. In addition, as a result of the 
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increased use of technological devices by Saudi people, the 
vocational and technical schools have started to offer night 
training sessions for those who would like to be trained in 
some vocations that will help them to operate and maintain 
some devices (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987). 
The enrollment in these sessions is increasing day after 
day. One important thing about these sessions is that the 
subjects are related to technologies that people are mostly 
familiar with, for example, the electrical devices used 
at home and auto mechanics. These sessions enable people 
in the society to learn a second specialty, and give them 
the ability to know about technological devices at their 
homes in terms of maintenance and good operation, and to 
save them money because they have the knowledge and skill 
to fix their devices themselves. 
The effect of translating instructions to Arabic 
language is great and it encourages people to acquire 
different kinds of technological capabilities. All devices 
in the Saudi household have their instructions written in 
Arabic, for example, the sewing machine, the washer, the 
television, and the microwave oven. 
The Saudi family is considered the center of the Saudi 
society, and accordingly, the first goal of providing 
technology to the country is to make life easier and more 
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comfortable within the family. In addition, the benefit or 
harm of technology is measured by its relation to the family. 
The effect of technology can be seen clearly on the life of 
the Saudi family when it is combined with the economic and 
educational factors, which together bring about changes and 
differences within the family. The effect of technology on 
the Saudi family can be seen through the following: 
a) Labor-saving devices in the home: The Saudi household 
today contains a lot of labor-saving devices which save the 
women effort and time that can be invested in other things 
that will benefit them and their families, such as reading 
and sewing. Devices such as the washer, the gas stove, and 
the vacuum cleaner are available for all people in abundance 
in the markets. 
b) Using closed circuit television for women's education: 
This is one of the more important technological devices that 
can be observed in the women's divisions in the local 
universities. The faculty who teach women must be females, 
but at the university level, where this sometimes isn't 
possible, women are taught through the medium of live 
closed circuit television when the instructor is male because 
of the shortage of female instructors. Furthermore, to 
facilitate the discussion between students and instructor, the 
telephone as another technological capability is the medium. 
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c) Advanced medical services: As we know, because of 
technology in hospitals and clinics, medical services become 
more efficient. After a new medical technique is discovered, 
it is just a matter of time before it will be transferred 
to the country. The avail ability of these devices serves 
the people in the society and saves them from traveling 
abroad looking for medical care. In Saudi Arabia today, 
there are some hospitals and medical centers which are 
considered unique to the Middle East, for example, King 
Faisal Specialized Hospital , and Armed Forces Hospital in 
Riyadh. In Saudi Arabia today there is a unique hospital 
for eyes and Saudi patients never go abroad any more to get 
medical care as they did in the past, because this hospital 
is equipped with very advanced and modern equipment. 
Moreover, patients from other Arabian countries are treated 
in this hospital . 
A new medical service which is available today is the 
flying hospital. A fleet of airplanes has been furnished 
and provided with advanced medical techniques to serve 
patients who are far from hospitals and who need intensive 
care until they reach the hospital. 
d) The communication system: The communication system in 
Saudi Arabia is highly advanced and serves the rural areas 
as well as the urban areas . Anyone can make a call to any 
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place in the world directly with no need to ask the operator 
for help. This service connects the family members, par­
ticularly those who are far away from their families for the 
sake of education, employment or business. It also connects 
the nuclear families with their extended families, which 
strengthens the relationship among family members. In 
addition, it enables the family to get other services from 
the community easily without leaving the house. The tele­
phones are available in the majority of Saudi houses, and 
it was planned that with the end of the Third Five-Year 
Development Plan (1980-1985) this service will cover all 
homes in the country (Almunahi, 1983). 
Related to the telephones is the mail service. With 
improved technology, letters take only two or three days to 
reach their destination in contrast to a week or two in the 
past. As a result of this improvement, members of the same 
family, and related families may exchange news about each 
other with other families. 
In Saudi Arabia today, most new technological devices have 
been introduced to the rural areas. Most of the modernization 
aspects exist in rural areas, and the Saudi rural household 
contains the same kinds of technological capabilities 
available in the urban household. 
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The availability of electricity all around the country 
allows technology to reach the rural areas and make the rural 
household resemble the urban household in possession of 
television, refrigerators, gas stoves and vacuum cleaners. 
The rural families use new technological methods in their 
work around the house and the farm instead of the old 
traditional ways, which save them time and effort. The rural 
family today uses electricity in dairying and processing 
milk. Also the Saudi farmers are able to increase the pro­
duction and yield of their farms by using modern technolog­
ical devices in preparing, plowing, irrigating, and 
harvesting their land. In addition, operating these devices 
facilitates use by their children since these devices do not 
need heavy lifting in operating them. Thus technology saves 
time and effort for the rural family and encourages the 
cooperation among members of the family on farm work. 
With the help of cars and trucks, the farmers are able 
to take their production to the markets easily and quickly, 
with the guarantee that their products will reach the 
consumers fresh. 
Because of their great benefits and importance, farm 
technological devices are required and the farmers attend 
training sessions, offered by the extension department, 
on how to operate and maintain them. In addition, they 
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also learn how to use new fertilizers, chemicals, and pest­
icides to protect their farms, and this also affects the 
productivity of their land. 
As we mentioned earlier, the effective system of trans­
portation has an important role in developing the level of 
education among the rural people. Rural boys and girls can 
achieve higher levels of education in the cities. They can 
get the level of education they need while they are living 
among their families by taking the bus daily. 
As the rural and urban families benefit from technology 
transferred to the Saudi society, the nomadic family also 
benefits and gets more services. Many things related to the 
Saudi Bedouins have been facilitated with the help of 
technology. The situations of the Saudi Bedouins have 
changed remarkably. Cars and trucks enable them to go to 
the cities to sell their products and get what they need 
easily. They also enable them to carry their luggage and 
animals and move from one area to the other looking for 
water and grass for their livestock. 
Use of modern transportation by the Saudi Bedouins 
affects their mobility and movement. For example, with the 
help of water tankers they can bring water to their families 
and livestock from any place. If they look for grass, they 
used to move early before the season, now they may not need 
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to move as early since trucks and cars can take them and 
their livestock to any place faster in time. The camel that 
carried the Bedouin and his family is being carried on a 
truck today. 
Veterinary services for their livestock save their 
animals from diseases which often wiped out flocks in the 
past. Today when a Bedouin observes signs of any disease 
attacking his animals, he must take them to the nearest 
veterinary clinic for treatment. 
The mass media also has affected the Saudi Bedouins. 
Through radio and television, they are connected to the world 
around them and they are able to hear the news and know 
what is going on, whether in the country or in the world. 
They listen to the forecast news and get information about 
the weather and make their movements accordingly when they 
look for rain and places with water. 
Mass media, transportation and communication systems 
The mass media enable the Saudi people to see the world 
around them and to benefit from their experiences and see 
how the families in these societies changed and their situa­
tions improved. The mass media enable the Saudi family to 
acquire and absorb things related to the house and socializa­
tion of children and how to care for them. Also they help 
women to learn new things about home affairs (decoration, 
49 
cooking, and arrangements); they also present programs about 
relationships among family members. In addition, mass media 
widen the scope of knowledge for the men and women who 
didn't have the chance to complete their education and 
contribute in educating the illiterates through intensive 
programs. So the family has been influenced very much by the 
mass media which are becoming widespread around the country 
through satellite help. 
The mass media have an important role in Saudi society. 
Their programs are organized in a way that helps people 
adjust to new situations. There are many programs which 
serve the family and children in Saudi television and 
radio stations. A family page can be seen in most of 
the local newspapers and magazines. The programs and 
family pages raise many issues which concern the family. 
Saudi families are also becoming more familiar with what is 
happening in the world around them. Shaker (1972) said 
that mass media help in introducing the outside world to 
people in the society so they can be in contact with them 
indirectly. Gaining benefit from the mass media and using 
them in a suitable way is considered a new element in the 
present Saudi family life. It is a new method which 
contributes to and facilitates the function of social change 
in the Saudi society through its programs which serve every 
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sector of the country. Furthermore, the mass media help 
people in the society adapt to the new ways of life and 
enable them to increase their information about which 
concerns them and their families. 
Television was introduced to a small part of the country 
twenty years ago, while it cover most of the country today. 
In Saudi Arabia, there are two channels working most of the 
day, one in Arabic and the other in English. The Saudi 
society is also covered by a radio station which has 37 
transmission stations (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United 
States, 1985). Along with this general radio station, there 
is another one called "The Koran Radio Station," broadcasting 
religious programs and readings from the holy book, and with 
the help of satellites, it reaches the Islamic world. With 
this full coverage of the country, people in rural areas 
and the Bedouins are now able to listen to the radio and 
watch television and benefit from their programs. 
The press in Saudi Arabia has improved greatly in number 
and content. There are magazines and newspapers specializing 
in certain topics such as economic, social or sports. In 1913, 
there was one weekly newspaper, but in 1987 there were 68 
periodicals published (Ministry of Finance and National 
Economy, 1987). Among these periodicals, there are 11 
daily newspapers, three of them published in English, and 
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seven weekly magazines. The press was established in the 
country early before the existence of television and radio, 
and its development started in the mid-sixties (Shaker, 
1972). 
The transportation system in Saudi Arabia is another 
way that connects the Saudi people to each other and with 
the outside world. The availability of cars, airplanes, 
railroads, and ships help in shrinking the physical distances 
that separate people from each other. Also the improvement 
in road construction which covers most of the country enables 
people to travel from one place to another easily, and links 
the country with other countries. The modern highways are 
now widespread in the country with many lanes that make the 
trip easy and safe. 
In 1951, Saudi Arabia was constructing its first paved 
road, and had only 148 miles. This figure has increased to 
19,155 miles of main roads and 39,961 miles of agricultural 
roads (Saudi Arabia, 1989). The government developed plans 
intended to facilitate transportation within the country 
by introducing a network of good highways. Among the objec­
tives of the Third Development Plan were to improve highway 
safety, to overcome bottlenecks in the road network, and to 
increase the highway network to reach more areas and villages 
(Sindi and Alghofaily, 1982). In addition, the Fourth 
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Development Plan (1985-1990) intends to increase the main 
roads network by over 1,240 miles, the secondary roads by 
over 2,046 miles, and the agricultural roads by 20,336 miles 
(Saudi Arabia, 1989). 
A system of public transportation was established in 
1979 to provide its services between and within the country's 
major cities. The Saudi Public Transport Company (SAPTCO) 
was established to meet the country's need for urban trans­
portation, with a large and expanding fleet of conventional 
and double-decker buses that serve the major cities in the 
country. One important thing about this public transporta­
tion is that all buses have separate sections with special 
entrances for the ladies in order to assure segregation 
between men and women which is highly valued in the country. 
In Saudi Arabia, there is a railroad system working 
between the central and eastern regions where its service 
reaches many cities and villages in these regions. This 
system is considered the only system working in the Arabian 
Peninsula (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 1985). 
Air transportation in the country is impôrtant in that 
it helps Saudis to extend their contact to far countries and 
people. Through development, air travel has become easy and 
indeed is the preferred mode. SAUDIA, the national airline, 
started its services in 1945 with a fleet of three airplanes. 
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and today has over 80 airplanes flying inside and outside the 
country (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 1985). 
The number of airports has increased from 18 in 1975 to 23 in 
1984, with three modern international airports in Riyadh, 
Jeddah and Dhahran (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United 
States, 1985). Among the services offered by the Saudi air­
line is that families and children proceed first into the air­
planes and some airports have a special gate for families. 
The communication system in the country has improved 
and developed during the last few years and it has undergone 
tremendous modernization. This system is increasing and 
expanding to cover the whole country and connect the society 
with other societies all around the world. 
The country's telephone lines' capacity has increased 
form 130,000 lines in 1975 to 1,304060 lines in 1987 
(Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987). This 
improvement makes it easy for anyone to pick up the phone 
and talk to anyone either across the city, across the country 
or across the whole world. The telephone services are 
now available in more than 300 cities and villages across 
the country, and the microwave links across the country make 
them efficient and easy (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the 
United States, 1985). The car telephone system has 
increased and has become popular, especially for businessmen. 
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This service increased frpm 280 lines in 1983 to 22,855 lines 
in 1987 (Ministry of Finance and National Economy, 1987). 
So the local phone services and long distance communications 
system have improved and provide Saudi people with good 
local and international services, with the help of satellites 
The telex system also has improved and provides many ser 
vices to Saudi people. This system links many cities and 
towns in the country with countries all over the world, and 
the country is considered the 21st largest user of telex 
service in the world (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United 
States, 1985). The development within this system can be 
realized through the increase in operating lines in the coun­
try which increased from 2,494 in 1978^ to 30,000 in 1985.^ 
The postal services are available in the country, 
serving all cities, villages and remote areas quickly. This 
system helps the Saudi people to be in contact with each 
other, either inside or outside the country. Moreover, the 
mail services have improved like the other communication 
sectors in the country and all of the post offices are 
equipped with the technological devices that can make this 
system more effective and advanced. Besides the improvements 
^Ministry of Finance and National Economy, Statistical 
Year Book, 1987. 
2 Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 1985. 
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in the services and equipment of the postal services, the 
number of post offices was increased to cover more areas 
in the country. So the number of post offices was 371 in 
1 ? 
1978 and increased to almost 600 in 1985. 
The improvement and development in the communication sys­
tem, transportation, and the mass media influenced the people 
in the society and helped in bringing about change in the 
life of the Saudis. In addition, with these services the 
Saudi family was affected in the sense that the Saudi family 
shared the benefits and facilities of these services. So the 
Saudi family today owns a car and some families own more than 
one car which helps them to travel and go everywhere in the 
country and even outside the country. Saudis also watch tele­
vision and listen to the radio and use airplanes to travel 
everywhere in the world. These communication systems not 
only affect the Saudi urban family but also the rural family. 
Contact with other people 
Before the development of the economic conditions 
through the discovery of oil, most of the Saudis didn't 
^Ministry of Finance and National Economy, Statistical 
Year Book, 1987. 
2 Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 
Transportation and Communication, 1985. 
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have the chance to be in contact with other people and 
societies except those who live in the western region, 
where the holy cities are located, they have been mostly 
in contact with Muslims from Islamic countries who come 
yearly as pilgrimage to visit the holy places. The other 
parts of the country were in isolation because most of the 
country's land is desert which makes it difficult for people 
to move. In addition, the activities of the people were 
agriculture and animal herding, so they did not need to go 
to other countries. After the discovery of oil and the 
beginning of the industrial era in the country, many people 
from several countries in the world started to come to 
Saudi Arabia to work, especially in the eastern and central 
regions. These people brought with them their families, 
and Saudi families came in contact with these families 
either in the neighborhood, the market or the recreational 
areas. This is the first contact of the Saudi family with 
foreign people in these two regions and the beginning of 
the influence of outsiders (Almunahi, 1983). 
With the introduction of the Five Year Development 
Plans, the development projects required more foreigners 
to come to the country to help in achieving these projects, 
not only in the eastern part of the country, where the oil 
fields are located, but in all regions of the country. 
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Therefore, the whole country became in touch with people 
from all around the world. The isolation of the country was 
ended and the Saudi society received more foreigners who 
came from different countries with different backgrounds 
(Shaw, 1982). Because of the shortage in the local labor 
force, and the government's strategy to accelerate develop­
ment in the country, the foreign labor force was increased 
in the country. The foreign workers were more than two 
million in 1980 (Shaw and Long, 1982). 
Through travel, the Saudi people are in closer touch 
with other societies in the world. Ease in transportation 
makes this possible for the Saudi people to travel and see 
other countries and people, and to see how the situation of 
the family in these societies is improved. This contact 
affects the Saudi family in the sense that husband and 
wife relations are improved and changed and accordingly 
they start to pay attention to each other's opinion about 
family affairs. 
The Saudi people travel and spend their vacations outside 
the country, particularly during summertime when school is not 
in session so they can take their families with them. Most 
of the Saudis who spend their vacation abroad go to Arabian 
countries such as Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia or Lebanon, while 
others go to Europe, Canada, the United States and some 
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countries in Eastern Asia. Visiting other countries intro­
duces many new ideas to the Saudis which affect them when 
they return from their vacation. 
Another form of contact with other people is by the 
Saudi students who study in foreign countries with their 
families. These students are different from those who 
travel abroad for a vacation because they take years to 
complete their studies in these societies and are in touch 
with other families and people for a long time. They may 
not only be in contact with the people of the country where 
they study, but also with people from other countries who 
study with them in the same area. The number of Saudi 
students studying abroad was highest (about 11,911 students) 
in 1982 as mentioned earlier, but it is starting to 
decrease after development in the educational system in 
the country. 
Saudi people are in contact with people from other 
countries in their own houses. Servants, drivers and home 
maids work in the Saudi homes today and affect family members, 
especially children, who are in contact with the foreigners 
in the home more than the other members. The economic 
development which the country enjoys today, and the wealth 
that people have gained make it possible for them to hire 
foreigners to serve them. Most of these people come from 
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countries in Asia such as Pakistan, India, Thailand, and the 
Philippines. One thing which is very important in this 
matter is the language and culture of the foreigners. The 
foreign people don't speak Arabic. They use broken English 
or their own local languages which are difficult and cannot 
be understood by Saudis. Family members used the movement 
of their hands and other methods to communicate with the 
foreigners. Some of the children begin to absorb some of 
the foreigners' language in order to communicate with them. 
The foreign members can be recognized also in the rural 
areas of Saudi Arabia. They work as farmers in the fields 
to help the owner of the land plant and cultivate the crops. 
In addition, some of the villagers hire foreigners to herd 
the livestock to places outside the village. 
Migration from rural and nomadic areas to urban areas 
After the discovery of oil and the development of 
industries related to it, people started to migrate to the 
eastern region looking for jobs and a better way of life. 
Nomads and rural people came to the cities to work and to 
improve their situation. Formerly, these people came 
without their families, but after they earned some money 
and found a place suitable for their families, they brought 
their families and settled in the city. The improvement 
in the economic conditions in Saudi Arabia enabled the 
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Bedouins who live a difficult life in the desert to settle 
down and live a good new life through employment in 
agriculture. As'ad (1981) said that among the factors 
that led to Bedouin settlement is the change in the 
economic conditions in the country. So the mobility of rural 
people and Bedouins to the urban areas which was limited 
before the discovery of oil, increased greatly in the 1940s 
(Malik, 1973). 
People migrating to urban areas not only are looking 
for employment opportunities but also more advanced education 
for themselves and their children. In the city, different 
levels of education are available, along with the training 
and vocational institutes which provide different skills and 
abilities which may not be found in rural areas. 
Because of these situations, the number of urban resi­
dents increased and the number of Bedouins in the country 
decreased. Al-Abbadi (1981) concluded that in 1965, 50 
percent of the population in Saudi Arabia was Bedouin, while 
in 1972 they were about 25 percent. From this we can see 
that the development in the economic conditions in the country 
after the discovery of oil was reflected in improvements 
in the employment and educational sectors which encouraged 
non-urban people to migrate and benefit from these oppor­
tunities and accordingly, the urban areas were expanded. 
61 
The growth of cities and their residents in Saudi Arabia and 
the shift from rural and nomadic, as Walpole et al. (1971) 
mentioned, was attributed to the oil industry in the country. 
The population of the city of Riyadh, the capital 
increased greatly. As Paris (1982) said, the city population 
increased faster year after year, and he attributed this to 
both an increase in the native population and migration from 
other areas. 
To enhance Bedouins' settlement, the government started 
establishing settlement projects in several areas in the 
country, and providng them with services like water wells, 
schools, and health centers, in order to encourage them to 
settle. With these projects located near the cities, 
Bedouins began to prefer the life of settlement and to be in 
contact with urban areas most often either to get their needs 
or to seek employment. 
The Bedouins are much like other sectors of people 
exposed to social and economic change, and they have become 
familiar with what is going on around them. The Bedouins 
respond effectively to the new situations, therefore, they 
take their children to schools and use technological innova­
tions such as cars and radios. 
The Bedouin's family in Saudi Arabia is now enjoying 
a new life, which is far different from that of the past. 
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Many different programs are included in the development 
plans of the country to provide the Bedouin's family with 
more services and facilities. According to the government 
plans, the Bedouins will be provided with opportunities and 
options which will permit them to select the kind of life 
they prefer to live (Ministry of Planning, 1980). The 
government provides them with livestock subsidies, veterinary 
services, and drilled wells to increase water resources. 
The government has established these projects by constructing 
dams to collect rain water, drilling wells, and building 
water reservoirs (Nyrop et al., 1977). 
The Saudi Bedouins like the life of settlement, there­
fore, the number of settled people increases each year. 
This is one of the phases which demonstrates the transforma­
tion of the Saudi society after economic development (Al-Said, 
1982). The new generations of settled Bedouins adapt to 
the new life and are assimilated very easily. Some of them 
now occupy important positions in different sectors of the 
country. In addition, they become an encouragement for 
other Bedouins to settle. 
A Japanese anthropologist studied one of these projects 
in Wadi Patima between Jeddah and Makkah, and she found that 
education was preferred among the families of the project 
and 70 percent of their children were in primary school. 
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She concluded that education was an important factor leading 
Bedouins to settle. Another factor was that many of the 
Bedouin families had not been very successful as nomads 
anyway after the economic development and the introduction 
of modern technology (Katakura, 1977). 
With this mobility and migration some change can be 
recognized within the Saudi family. As people leave their 
home areas, they take with them their nuclear family members, 
leaving the extended family behind. Also through migration, 
people look forward to being economically independent and 
depend more on their skills and abilities to start this new 
life. 
The role of religion 
Islam is the religion of Saudi Arabia, and since 
most of the characteristics of the Saudi family reflect it, 
it is necessary to understand how Islam treats the 
family. Islam has more influence on the lives of the people 
in Saudi Arabia than in any of the other Islamic countries 
(Walpole et al., 1971). 
Saudi Arabia is considered the center of the Islamic 
world because of the existence of the holy places (Al-Yassini, 
1986). 
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Islam is the religion that was revealed to all nations 
through the prophets from Adam to Mohammed, and the follow­
ers of this religion are called Muslims.- The Muslims 
believe in one God, Allah, and must follow the teaching of 
the Koran and the Sunnah, which represent the sources of 
the Islamic religion. The Koran is the holy book for the 
Muslims and it is the revelation from Allah to his prophet 
Mohammad, so it is the words of Allah himself. The Sunnah 
contains the sayings and actions of the prophet Mohammad 
which explain many aspects of the religion. 
Islam for Saudi people is not only a religion but 
also a way of life that can be applied to all aspects of 
life. So the Islamic teaching directs all activities and 
relationships which are related to social, economic and 
political systems (Berger, 1962). 
The Koran and Sunnah, as Islamic references, are 
considered the sources for the country's constitution which 
directs all aspects of life for the people in the country. 
So the government exerts great effort to keep Islamic values 
intact, and pays much attention to them when it plans for 
development projects. Therefore, seeking an Islamic way to 
development is a very important matter to Saudi Arabian 
planners, who are concerned about the Islamic values which 
represent the country's culture and heritage (Al-Yassini, 
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1986). Furthermore, the Five Year Development Plans, which 
the government started in 1970, intended to achieve develop­
ment in all sectors of the society and this development 
must be attained within "an Islamic framework" (Ministry 
of Planning, 1970). 
Islam assures the rights of women as well as those of 
men. It also emphasizes the equality among all people in 
spite of their sex, race, color, or nationality (Siddigi, 
1977). In addition, Islam determines the importance of the 
family, therefore, as mentioned in the Holy Koran, Allah 
says, "And among his signs is this that he created for you 
mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility 
with them, and he has put love and mercy between your 
hearts. 
Islam also shows the people their need to look to the 
family not only as the cornerstone of the society but also 
as the bond where the male human being meets the female 
human being, and the result of this will be new generations. 
Therefore, Islam emphasizes that the base of the human 
being is the family, and Allah has started human life in 
this universe with one family. 
^Holy Koran, Surrah Al-Rum, verse 21. 
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Islam determines certain purposes of the family. They 
are to organize the sexual energy between males and femlaes, 
give birth to new generations, gain participation and 
cooperation among members of the family in all its affairs, 
and socialize and educate the new generation (Saleh, 1982). 
Islam also assures the rights of women to be educated, 
to possess her own dowry, and to inherit after the death of 
her father or mother. The religion allows the woman to seek 
education in order to learn about her religion and because she 
will become a mother, so she can educate her children and 
socialize them correctly. Therefore, the educated mother can 
handle these situations better than the uneducated. In one 
of the prophet Mohammad's sayings, he said, "Seeking knowledge 
is a must on every Muslim, males and females."^ In addition, 
a man came to the prophet, peace be upon him, and asked him to 
officiate his marriage contract to a woman. The prophet asked 
him, "How many dowry do you have?" The man said, "I have 
nothing." Then the prophet asked, "How many verses of the Koran 
do you know? The man replied, "I know some verses," Then the 
prophet told the man that those verses of Koran are the dowry 
of your wife, so you have to teach her these verses. 
^Al-Nawawi, Yahya S., 1980, p. 50. 
^Al-Nawawi, Yahya S., 1980, p. 175. 
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Islam now protects a woman's right to live from the 
time she is born. In the past, some Arabian tribes preferred 
to have boys more than girls and buried female infants alive 
after birth just because they were girls. This occurred 
during the period of ignorance before Islam. As Siddigi 
(1977) mentioned, women's status in the Arabian Peninsula was 
not high before Islam, and female infants were buried alive 
because of the dishonor related to female children. However, 
with Islam women gained more rights. They can learn, work, 
or have their own business. So Islam doesn't oppose the 
woman's work, as long as this will not contradict with her 
duties at home and with her husband and children. If her 
work means that she will neglect her family, she must stay 
home and take care of her family, because in Islam, the 
husband is the one who must support the family, and be the 
bread winner for the family. In this situation, it is 
obligatory on the side of the husband to support his family 
economically, but on the part of the wife, it is optional. 
When Islam allows women to work, it emphasizes that 
the workplace should be suitable for them, in the sense 
that they have to work in places separated from men, and 
not to work on jobs that need physical strength, such as 
construction, because these kinds of jobs can be done better 
by men. Women's work at home is also very important, 
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especially if they have children, and they must take care 
of them first. Siddigi (1977) said that Islam gives more 
importance to those activities done by women in their homes. 
Islam also does not oppose paying attention to the 
wife's opinion about the family by her husband, when her 
opinion is right and will benefit the family. In Islam, 
this will strengthen the family bonds, because the wife is 
part of the family. So if the wife has the knowledge and 
understands the situation better, for example, about 
children's socialization, since she stays with them more, 
then her husband shouldn't neglect her opinion. 
When Islam cares about the family, it regulates the 
procedure that will lead to a happy family. Both the man 
and the woman have the right to choose their mates, and to 
agree or reject any proposal, particularly on the side of 
the woman. The prophet Mohammad said regarding this issue 
that "a previously married woman shall not be married to 
a new man till she gives her consent, nor a virgin be 
married till her consent is sought." They asked, "How 
shall her permission be known?" He said, "If she remains 
silent."^ Related to this issue also is seeing each other 
^Muslim A. Muslim, Sahih Muslim, 4: p. 140, 1914. 
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before marriage, which is granted by Islam to the man and 
woman who want to get married. 
Marriage in Islam must be contracted . A contract must 
be signed by two witnesses, present during the time of 
writing the contract, along with the groom and the bride. 
The dowry, which is the amount of money given to the bride 
by the groom, has to be paid, at least during the time of 
officiating the marriage or earlier. The dowry in Islam is 
the property of the bride, so she can buy anything she wants 
for herself, such as clothes or jewelry. The amount of the 
dowry is not prescribed within a certain limit, but it is 
up to the two families to decide how much the groom has to 
pay (Siddigi, 1977). In addition, Islam doesn't encourage 
demanding higher dowry by the bride's family. 
As Islam regulates marriage, it also regulates divorce. 
Its regulations are designed in such a way to discourage the 
couple from contemplating divorce. Divorce in Islam is 
allowed three times for one couple; for the first and second 
times a man may have the right to reconcile with his wife and 
continue marital life. But if divorce is contemplated for 
the third time, it is difficult to reconcile again as a 
couple, unless the wife marries another person and that 
husband subsequently divorces her. Then the first husband 
has the right to marry her again. Therefore, divorce is an 
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important system in Islam because it is related to the 
family, and because of its importance the holy Koran and 
the prophet's sayings are written in great detail. In one 
of the prophet's sayings, he states that "divorce is a hated 
lawful thing to Allah.That is because divorce leads to 
a breakdown in family life. 
Islam does not contradict or oppose social change and 
development as long as human improvement will be achieved 
and eguality and justice will be assured. So the objective 
of development in Islam, as Qutb (1977) mentioned, must be 
the advancement and growth of the people in several directions, 
The development in Islam must intend to increase and improve 
the well-being of all sectors in the society within the 
framework of Islam. When speaking about the purposes of 
economic development in Islam, Chapra (1975) mentioned 
economic improvement according to the Islamic values, 
equality and justice when distributing income, and assuring 
good social welfare and freedom. In addition, within any 
kind of development, human rights must be preserved in the 
first place so people can enjoy the outcome of development. 
The human rights as indicated by Abdul-Rauf (1979) are the 
^Abdul Hamid Siddique, Selection from Hadith, 1979, 
p. 121. 
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right of life, the right of freedom, the right of education, 
and the right of dignity. 
When Islam discusses the issue of development, it 
searches for the values and benefits related to the outcome 
of any developmental project, whether in the social, politi­
cal, or economic systems. So Islam emphasizes the value-
oriented approach to development in order to achieve positive 
development outcomes (Al-Batriq, 1977). A value-free approach 
to development is not the approach of Islam. Ba-Yunus 
(1977) said that development in Islam goes within the value-
oriented direction, and the planners in the society should 
design their development projects and policies according to 
the Islamic values. 
Saudi Arabia as a Muslim country gives great importance 
to the Islamic values when it plans for development. The 
development projects arid policies in the country are designed 
in such a way to protect the heritage of the society as much 
as possible, and some projects or policies may be modified 
to assure that Islamic values will be kept intact. There­
fore, since for Saudi people Islam is a way of life, it is 
demonstrated in all systems in the country, and all actions 
and transactions are done according to the Islamic values. 
The Saudi people are identified with Islam and apply it to 
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their lives. Al-Juwayer (1983), in his study, found that 
85 percent of his respondents identified themselves as Muslims. 
The Islamic teaching are reflected on all activities in 
the society and these activities are organized to be in 
congruence with Islam. There are two official holidays in 
the country, and those holidays are Islamic events known 
as the feasts of Eid Alfitr, the holiday after the month 
of fasting (Ramadan), and Eid Al-ADHA, the holiday during 
the time of pilgrimage. During these holidays, all offices 
and schools are closed. Also offices and shops close during 
the daily prayers, and students in schools have a short 
break to perform their prayers, and all modern schools are 
designed to have their mosgues as part of the construction. 
The government, as mentioned earlier, exerts 
efforts to protect the society's heritage, and in its 
search for development, it "introduced material development, 
while attempting to retain traditional values" (Al-Yassini, 
1986). So change can be seen in the country but it is 
directed within the Islamic values. Education, for example, 
is available for boys and girls but in separate areas; 
women work, but in places segregated from the men, and 
modern public transportation is available with separate 
sections for the ladies. Islamic values are applied also to 
all imported goods and technology. Therefore, since Muslims 
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are prohibited from eating pork or its derivatives, all food 
ingredients must be free of pork derivatives. The role of 
the government is very important in this case because it is 
the one who is responsible for the development of the country. 
The Islamic approach of development depends more on the state 
which has the power to introduce development programs that 
will not contradict with the heritage of Islam (Al-Batriq, 
1977). Moreover, Islam does not separate between religion 
and the state, and this puts more emphasis on the role of the 
state in establishing and caring for development in the 
society. According to the Islamic teachings, the state is 
granted authority from the divine source, and it must be 
obeyed by the people as long as it cares for the Islamic 
heritage (Qutb, 1977). 
Saudi Arabia depends totally on Islam, and when it 
plans for development, the Islamic values must be preserved. 
So based on these values, "the Saudi-Islamic pattern or 
development advocates justice, the advancement of public 
interest, and the accountability of leaders and citizens 
to God" (Al-Yassini,1986). In addition, the number one 
priority of the country's long-term development goals is 
the protection of the religious and moral values of Islam. 
So as indicated in the Third Five-Year Development Plan 
(1980-1985), that material and social development was 
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designed to be in congruence with the principles of Islam 
(Ministry of Planning, 1980). 
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CHAPTER 3. THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES 
The concepts of social change are quite broad. Scien­
tists treat social change through different perspectives. 
Some see it as change in the structure of the society, 
others as change in social relationships, while others see 
it as change in the organizations and institutions in the 
society. According to Moore (1968), social change means 
alteration of the social structures. Social change also may 
mean change in the relationships among people (Maclver and 
Page, 1949; Landis, 1974). 
The concept of social change may be understood more 
when it is articulated together with other terms like 
progress, evolution, and development. 
Evolutionism 
The tradition of evolutionary theories started early 
in time, and has been discussed by many scholars who tried 
to explain how societies change. Those scholars attempted 
to study the change of societies in terms of stages of 
evolution. So for them, societies change from simple to 
complex through stages of cumulative evolution. August 
Comte, as a contributor to this legacy, said that societies 
change through the following stages on their way to 
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perfection, the "theological stage," the "metaphysical stage" 
and the "positive stage" (Turner, 1982). Durkeim also, 
when he analyzed societies, said that societies develop from 
primitive societies which are characterized by mechanical 
solidarity to complex societies which are characterized by 
organic solidarity (Ashley and Orenstein, 1985). Within 
primitive societies, people are the same, in the sense that 
there are not many differences among them in terms of their 
roles in the society. But with the division of labor, which 
is the character of a complex society, people occupy different 
roles and have different experiences, skills and specializa­
tions . 
Another scholar contributing to the evolutionary theor­
ies is Herbert Spencer who sees societies develop and change 
from simple to compound through cumulative, progressive evo­
lution. Through this process, societies advance from simple 
to compound, to doubly compound, to trebly compound societies 
(Turner, 1982). For him the change is from homogeneous 
societies to heterogeneous ones, with a large size. 
Tonnies sees societies as changing from a gemeinschaft 
stage to a gesellschaft stage. The gemeinschaft stage 
is characterized by "the social will as concord, folkways 
and religion," while the gesellschaft stage is characterized 
by "the social will as convention, legislation, and public 
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opinion" (Appelbaum, 1970). Also, Henry Maine speaks of 
the progress of societies as the relationships among people 
developed from those based on status to those based on 
contract (Appelbaum, 1970). 
Moderniz at ion 
Modernization theories are subsumed under the evolu­
tionary theories because they share most of the same princi­
ples. Modernization originated in the West and became a 
popular phenomenon all around the world, particularly after 
the Second World War. Many countries aimed for development 
took the way through modernization. 
Numerous scholars have contributed and addressed the 
issues of modernization. Modernization for Moore (1963) 
means a total transformation of a traditional or pre-modern 
society into the kinds of technology and related organiza­
tions that are found in the advanced countries of the West. 
He argued that modernization is best understood as "the 
process of nationalization of social behavior and social 
organization . " 
Marion Levy (1966) defines modernization as "the use 
of inanimate sources of power and the use of tools to 
multiply the effect of effort," and he also defines the 
inanimate sources of power as "those which aren't produced 
from human or other animal energy." He also emphasizes 
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the importance of centralization for modernization, and the 
only criterion for centralization indicated by him is in the 
technology of communication. 
Modernization is characterized by urbanization, educa­
tion, mass media exposure, and increased economic and 
political participation (Lerner, 1968). Furthermore, as 
indicated by Clarston (1978), the modern societies have 
certain characteristics which are in contrast to those of 
the traditional societies as follows: 
Traditional Societies 
Rural 
Illiterate 
Agricultural 
Designative political 
structure 
Extended family system 
Low economic participation 
Low per capita income 
Low productivity 
Little commerce 
Poor transportation system 
Oral media system 
Poor nutrition 
High birth and death rates 
and short life expectancy 
Modern Societies 
Urban 
Literate 
Industrial 
Electoral political structure 
Nuclear family system 
High economic participation 
High per capita income 
High productivity 
Much commerce 
Developed transportation system 
Mass media system 
Good nutrition 
Low birth and death rates 
and extended life expectancy 
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Urbanizaiton is related to modernization in the sense 
that modernization's characteristics can be recognized 
better in urban areas. However, some of the economic 
development projects may be found in the rural areas, such 
as factories, but "all modern societies are highly urbanized, 
and modernizing societies are generally characterized by a 
process of urbanization" (Lauer, 1973). Thus, in urban 
areas industrialization, education, mass media, employment 
and economic opportunities may be found in abundance. As 
Lerner (1958) mentioned, urbanization and modernization are 
complementary to each other. The "complex of skills and 
resources" required for modern industrialization can best be 
found in urban areas. 
Education is another factor affecting modernization. 
The advanced and developed systems of education increase the 
possibility of modernization in any country. Inkeles and 
Smith (1974), in their study about "making men modern" in 
six developing countries—Argentina, Chile, India, Israel, 
Nigeria, and East Pakistan--found that education has often 
been identified as the most important of the influences 
moving men away from traditionalism toward modernity in 
these countries. 
Industrialization is also related to modernization. 
Industrialization and modernization were known historically 
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as connected parts. But modernization can be seen apart 
from industrialization. David Apter mentioned that 
commercialization and industrialization existed prior to 
modernization. The case is different with some of the 
nonwestern countries, where modernization existed as a 
result of commercialization and bureaucracy (Lauer, 1973). 
In the western world, industrialization has played an 
important role in bringing about modernization, while through 
modernization, nonwestern countries get industrialization. 
Furthermore, industrialization means the better use of the 
country's resources in a way that improves and develops the 
country's economy, which will lead to modernization. 
Technology also is considered an important factor in 
paving the way for modernization. The technological capa­
bilities available in any country help in transforming that 
country into a modern one quickly. The technology used in 
industries, the technology of mass media, and the technology 
of transportation are phases of the modernized country. 
So the lack of technology affects the process of moderniza­
tion in the society. 
Modernization was discussed by an Arab scholar called 
Ibn Khaldun during the 14th century. He attempted to study 
social change within the Arabian societies of his time. He 
gave a description of two types of societies which existed 
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at that time. As indicated by Baali (1988), Ibn Khaldun 
talked about two societies, the "Hadara" society (urban 
areas) and the "Badawa" society (Bedouin and rural areas). 
For him, people in the "Badawa" areas would become more like 
the people of the "Hadara" areas, as they increase contact 
with them and accept their characteristics. Through 
time the "Badawa" society would change to "Hadara" society. 
The "Badawa" society, as Ibn Khaldun described it, had these 
characteristics; simple and limited division of labor, 
religiosity, adherence to customs and habits and traditional 
values, difficult living conditions, illiteracy, and strong 
tribal solidarity. The characteristics of the "Hadara" 
society were the opposite of the above (Baali, 1988). So 
with more differentiation, education, and better living 
conditions in the society, modernization emerges, as 
Ibn Khaldun attempted to explain. He mentioned that within 
the "Hadara" or urban areas many services and facilities are 
more readily available than in the "Badawa" areas, such as 
opportunities for education, the market, the apprenticeships 
and government organizations. 
With the concept of structural differentiation, Durkeim 
is considered one of the contributors to modernization 
theories. As indicated by Vago (1980), structural 
differentiation, industrialization, urbanization, and 
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bureaucratization can all be seen as charactericstic of 
modernization. 
For Smelser (1973), the characteristics of economic 
development of any society can be seen through a differen­
tiated structure and specialized units. He emphasized that 
economic development can be seen through the modernization 
of technology, the commercialization of agriculture, 
industrialization, and the increase in urban areas. So 
modernization and differentiation is seen as related to each 
other, as Smelser emphasized. Some disturbances might 
accompany this change, but they can be overcome through 
official organizations in the society such as trade unions 
or voluntary associations. 
Talcott Parsons contributed to the legacy of 
modernization. He analyzed the process of modernization 
when he discussed his system theories. He talked about 
the evolution of societies anfi indicated that societies 
are divided into stages in regard to evolution; primitive 
societies, intermediate societies and modern societies. 
For him, the modern society has to include these 
characteristics: a market system, a nation-state, 
citizenship, efficient administration, and advanced 
education. He emphasized that education is the important 
cultural factor leading to modernization. Through his 
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"pattern variables," Parsons showed how the modern society 
would be when the variables of universalism, achievement, 
and specificity appeared while the variables of particular­
ism, ascription and diffuseness disappeared or decreased 
(Blomstrom and Hettne, 1984). 
Hoselitz (1960) analyzed modernization issues and 
emphasized that with modernization a structural shift 
from diffuse economic functions to specific ones will be 
seen in the society. According to this view, more 
differentiation and specialization would prevail in the 
society as signs of modernization. He applied Parsons' 
pattern variables to analyze issues related to change 
and development, emphasizing that development can be 
achieved when the variables of achievement, universalism, 
and specificity flourish in the country, while the 
variables of ascription, particularism and diffusion 
diminish. 
Economic development is an important mark of moderniza­
tion. Rostow contributed in illustrating this issue through 
his writings about the stages of economic growth (Rostow, 
1960). These stages are: the traditional society, the 
pre-take-off, the take-off, the road-to-maturity, and the 
mass consumption society. For him, all societies must pass 
through these stages on their way to modernization 
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(Blomstrom and Hettne, 1984). Each stage of the economic 
growth has certain characteristics as indicated by Rostow. 
The traditional society has very primitive technological 
capabilities and lower production. The second stage, the 
pre-take-off stage, is characterized by little improved 
technology and some increase in production. The third stage, 
the take-off stage, is characterized by achieving develop­
ment and solving most of the problems related to it. In 
this stage, societies start to practice saving and investment 
policies. During this stage, a part of the national income 
(5 percent up to 10 percent) must be devoted for investment. 
The fourth stage, the road-to-maturity is characterized 
by developed industries and advanced technology in the 
society. In this stage, the influence of technology can 
be seen in all economic sectors, leading the society to 
modernization. All developed societies have reached this 
stage, and most of them have passed to the final stage. 
The mass consumption stage is considered the last one. 
During this stage, the societies are seen as accomplishing 
all basic needs and start looking for consumptive goods 
and services. 
Max Weber is another scholar who contributed to the 
legacy of modernization through his writings about The 
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. He emphasized 
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the importance of rationalism in order for societies to 
develop and achieve modernization (Ashley and Orenstein, 
1985). As he says, "the development of the spirit of 
capitalism is best understood as part of the development of 
rationalism as a whole, and could be deduced from the 
fundamental position of rationalism on the basic problem 
of life" (Weber, 1958). He indicated also that there are 
rational actions where people apply rational means in order 
to achieve their goals, and capitalism is a rational way 
to development. Weber mentioned also some factors character­
izing the modern society, such as, the role of science, the 
development of fine arts, rational systems of law and 
administration, the modern state, and rational capitalism 
(Ashley and Orenstein, 1985). 
Modernization results in many changes, and has several 
consequences which can be recognized within the modern 
society. Therefore, modern societies are seen as ready 
for new experiences and innovations, and this may be 
attributed to the advanced systems of education and a high 
level of technology available in these societies. This also 
may be attributed to the decrease in traditional ways in 
their lives, in agriculture or industrialization. Further­
more, modern societies have faith in science and technology. 
This is also coupled with the availability of advanced 
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educational systems, because, as we know, education is a very 
important method in the modernization process of any country. 
In modern countries, education is improved and increased in 
both quantity and quality. Many educational institutions 
are available and the curricula changes to match moderniza­
tion process. It changes also in quality as a result of 
the complex division of labor which "demands a system of 
formal education to prepare men for their jobs" (Kahl, 1959). 
The presence of democratic orientation of the leader­
ship characterizes modern societies. It also enhances and 
helps in facilitating the modernization process in any 
society. So governments have the important role in bringing 
about modernization to their countries by using the demo­
cratic way in governing their people. In addition, people 
of the modern countries have strong interest in taking an 
active part in civic and community affairs and local 
politics. Furthermore, the loyalty to the nation as a whole 
increases as against the loyalty to the tribes or local 
areas. 
Planning and setting priorities are important factors 
in the development process, and they help in designing the 
priorities among development alternatives that lead the 
country to modernization. Modern countries differentiate 
among certain programs and plans, which ones benefit more 
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than others, which ones are appropriate more for the situation 
of the country, or which are the ones that can be executed 
easily and quickly to benefit the country. Making this 
easy and ready to achieve are the studies and researches 
that are made before deciding about development plans and 
programs. In other words, it is the role of impact assess­
ment studies about development that affects the way the 
country takes to modernization. 
With modernization, demographic changes can be seen. 
The population of urban areas increase while those of rural 
areas decrease. As indicated by Lauer (1973), "in the 
traditional society, 70 percent or more of the people are 
involved in agriculture, but a modern society is an urban 
society." Related to this shift, the type of the family 
also changes. Nuclear families increase as people move from 
rural areas to urban areas looking for better life and 
opportunities for employment and more education. 
The values, attitudes, and personality of the modern 
individual are different from those of the traditional one. 
Lerner (1968) said that the "modern man" is the one with 
a personality that values "self-things seeking, need 
achievement, and self-others seekings." Furthermore, with 
modernization, changes in the stratification system can also 
be observed. As the division of labor becomes more complex, 
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several kinds of specialization increase, and the status 
is determined according to achievement instead of ascription 
(Tumin, 1960). 
The influence of mass media forms and communication 
systems is great within the modern societies. Television, 
radio, newspapers and magazines and telephones are available 
and have an important role in facilitating the development 
process. They connect societies together through the 
exchange of news and experiences. 
The modernization theory assumes that the values, 
institutions, and pattern of actions (ascriptive, particular­
istic, diffuse and affective patterns of action) of 
traditional society are both an expression and a cause of 
underdevelopment, and constitute the main obstacles in the 
way of modernization in the Third World countries. 
Thus, according to the modernization perspective, the 
underdevelopment is caused by internal factors in the Third 
World countries, and if they want to develop they need 
to acquire and apply the above characteristics. This could 
be achieved through "the imitation, emulation, and trans­
plantation of patterns, products, and technologies from 
Western countries" (Vago, 1980). So development is seen as 
straight and forward processes that could be achieved by 
acquiring the Western values, institutions, etc., and the 
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lack of it is the fault of the traditional societies due to 
their belief and values. But the modernization process may 
not be the same for all countries. There are some differences 
related to the beginning of the transformation and the speed 
of the process of development (Germani, 1981). 
The family as one sector in the society is influenced 
by modernization, and this can be seen easily in many aspects 
related to the family. One important effect of modernization 
on the life of the family is the advanced education avail­
able for family members. Within the modern societies, 
people spend more years in schools than the people of 
traditional societies. Education is offered by agencies 
other than the family. 
The economic functions of the family transfer to 
other agencies in the society, as the society becomes 
industrialized and uses more advanced technology, such as 
government and other economic corporations. Individuals 
become economically independent from the extended families, 
when they move out of the extended kinship looking for 
employment and establish their nuclear families. This may 
be seen more clearly when individuals migrate from rural 
to urban areas, taking with them their nuclear families and 
start to manage thier own financial affairs. Related to 
this, the person's status will be determined according to 
90 
what he achieves and not to his family or inheritance (Levy, 
1966). With this notion, a person may leave his area to 
pursue more personal achievement to elevate his status. 
Regarding these issues, Leslie (1976) said that 
In agricultural society, the members of the 
family work together as an economic unit. 
Sons will inherit the land after their fathers. 
The position of a person in the community is 
fixed by his family, but with industrialization 
this changes. Work is removed from the home to 
factories. The division of labor becomes 
complex, and schools, not fathers, teach many 
occupational skills. The use of specialized 
occupational skills requires that young people 
move away from their families to the cities. 
Occupational success produces mobility upward 
in the social class structure and further 
isolates parents and children from their 
grandchildren. Ties to the land are lost. 
Thus the argument runs, industrialization 
changes extended family systems into a nuclear 
system. 
Thus the nuclear family is the type characterizing the 
modern societies where the family consists only of the 
father, mother, and young children. In nonmodernized 
societies, the extended family type prevails where two or 
three generations live in the same household. 
The mass media forms and communication and transportation 
systems available in modern societies, make things easy 
for the family. Television and radio educate the people, 
as well as entertain them. Books, newspapers and magazines 
make information available. The communication and 
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transportation systems connect family members together 
inside or outside the country. 
Women aren't restricted any more to housework only. 
Now they are working outside the home and holding positions 
in different sectors in the society because they are 
educated. So the increased number of women working outside 
the home is a characteristic of modern societies. The age 
of marriage is increased as people achieve more education 
and employment before they get married. Furthermore, mate 
selection becomes a matter of the prospective couple them­
selves, and the role of the family decreases (Moore, 1963). 
The Saudi society in general and the Saudi family in 
particular have been influenced by modernization. As we 
indicated in Chapter Two, most of modernization's 
characteristics can be seen in the Saudi society. Education 
increases in quantity and quality, and industrialization 
fluorishes all around the country. Technology, advanced 
communication systems and forms of mass media are availalbe 
in modern Saudi society. In addition, modern agricultural 
techniques are applied and production increases to the 
degree that self-sufficiency was achieved for many products. 
Consequently, the Saudi family enjoys the fruit of moderni­
zation in the society. 
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Modernization theory has been criticized by many 
scholars. Among the criticisms is that modernization 
emphasizes the idea that development should proceed along 
the ways of what has happened in the Western societies. 
So any country of the Third World, if it wants to modernize 
should follow the same way (transfer all institutions to 
resemble those of the West and change all traditional ways 
of life), which may be irrelevant to the Third World situa­
tions. This ethnocentric idea that equates modernization 
with westernization is a limitation. In addition, moderniza­
tion theories have been criticized for disregarding the 
colonialism era in the Third World countries and what it did 
to these countries. During this era, many countries suffered, 
and when it comes to the modernization and development 
of these countries, the effect of this era can be seen, which 
is ignored by modernization scholars (Amin, 1971; Frank, 
1969; Wallerstein, 1980). 
Modernizaiton was also criticized for the idea that 
modern and new systems will replace the traditional systems. 
This case may not be true or applied to all societies, 
because traditional systems may not be seen as obstacles 
to modernization and they may encourage and enhance the 
modernization process. The traditional values in some 
societies are congruent with development and influence the 
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acceptance of modernization (Shaker, 1972; Lauer, 1973). 
So industrialization and traditions may not contradict, 
as illustrated by what happened in an industrial city in 
Mexico built during the 1950s. A study about this city 
indicated that both workers and farmers emphasized the 
importance of education and training and planning for the 
future (Poggie, 1972). 
Modernization was criticized also for the idea that 
traditional institutions should be changed to resemble 
those of the West because with these traditional institutions, 
modernization may not proceed properly. As a matter of fact, 
traditional institutions in many countries continue to work 
well while the countries undergo modernization. For example, 
the family system in Saudi Arabia still adheres to some 
traditional ways which don't affect the way modernization 
proceeds in the country. Mate selection in the Saudi 
society today is the matter of the prospective couple, 
but the parents and the extended family may help in finding 
the girl, especially the husband's female relatives, because 
meetings between unmarried men and women are prohibited. 
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Functional theory 
In the functionalist approach, the society is viewed 
as a system of interconnected parts or subsystems. Those 
parts or subsystems have many consequences for each other 
and for the system as a whole. For example, the family, 
the economy and the polity are all subsystems that have 
consequences for each other, and for the system as a whole, 
the society. 
The emergence of the functionalist perspective was 
in the early nineteenth century, directing the attention 
to the relation between the society and its parts and 
how the systems in the society contribute to the whole 
society. Functionalism is considered the first theory 
that deals effectively with sociological issues (Turner, 
1982). 
Comte was one of the leading scholars of the functional 
theory. The application of the scientific method to 
the study of society was one of his contributions. He 
also made analogies between social structures and biological 
concepts (Strasser and Randall, 1981). He said, 
I shall treat the social organism as definitely 
composed of the families which are the true 
elements or cells, next the classes or castes 
which are its proper tissues, and lastly of 
the cities and communes which are the real 
organs. 
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Social change for Comte was a progress or growth in 
which order can be enhanced. For him, the progress of 
civilization started with theological, then metaphysical, 
and reached the positive stage where the scientific method 
can be used to explain sociological issues. 
Herbert Spencer was another functionalist who 
attempted to use a biological analogy to human society. 
He emphasized the similarity between sociological and 
biological principles. His analogy can be seen in terms 
of the process of evolution from simple to complex forms 
(Turner, 1982). Spencer, through his analogies, distinguish 
ed between structure and function. He also introduced 
concepts like "function" and "functional needs" into 
sociology (Turner, 1982). 
Durkeim is considered one of the functionalists who 
contributed to the legacy of functionalism and social change 
For him, social change can be seen as a change of structures 
and functions (Strasser and Randall, 1981). In his work 
of "division of labor," he speaks about the cause and 
function. He said that the division of labor is a social 
fact that is caused by an increase in moral density 
in the society, and the function of the division of labor 
is to fulfill the need for integration in the society 
(Turner, 1982). So social change can be seen after the 
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increase in moral density--the number of people in inter­
action with each other—and accordingly, social relation­
ships will be changed in the sense that more differentia­
tion and specialization will emerge to fulfill the needs 
and integration. 
Radcliffe-Brown and Malinowski are two anthropologists 
contributing to functional theories. Radcliffe-Brown 
compared the structure and what the structure does (function). 
He emphasized the importance of integration as a basic 
societal need and how parts of the system contribute in 
meeting this need (Turner, 1982). 
Malinowski introduced two ideas; the notion of system 
levels, and the concept of different and multiple system 
needs at each level. For him, there are three system 
levels: the biological, the social structural, and the 
symbolic. Each system level of these systems has its own 
needs and the process to meet these needs (Turner, 1982). 
He mentioned also that to analyze the structural system, 
the analysis of its institutions is necessary because 
through institutions activities are organized to meet the 
the system requisites. For example, food, reproduction, 
safety and health, as basic needs can be met by organiza­
tions such as the family, the military, and hospitals or 
health care centers (Turner, 1982). 
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Talcott Parsons is another sociologist who can be 
considered as a modern structural functionalist. In his 
study about social systems, he views society as a 
system surrounded and interrelated with three other 
systems; the personality, the organism and the culture 
(Parsons, 1961). He considers a society in equilibrium 
when its boundaries with the other three systems remain 
intact. The concept of dynamic equilibrium is essential 
to modern functionalists as a way through which social 
systems can change and maintain its equilibrium (Smith, 
1973). The notion of equilibrium appeared clearly in 
Parsons' writings about social systems. As Parsons (1973) 
said. 
The concept of stable equilibrium implies 
that through integrative mechanisms 
endogenous variations are kept within 
limits compatible with the maintenance 
of the main structural patterns, and 
through adaptive mechanisms fluctuations 
in the relations between system and 
environment similarly kept within limits. 
For him, equilibrium in the society can be assured through 
institutionalization and adaptation. 
As Parsons continued to analyze systems, he mentioned 
that systems have four survival or requisites which all 
systems should meet in order to survive. These requisites 
are adaptation, goal attainment, integration and latency 
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(known as AGIL) (Turner, 1982). Adaptation means the 
facilities offered by the environment to the system. Goal 
attainment means designing priorities among system goals 
so they can be attained easily by system resources. 
Integration refers to coordination and interrelatedness 
among system units. Latency includes pattern maintenance, 
and tension management. Pattern maintenance indicates that 
actors show the proper characteristics (motives, needs, 
role-playing skills). Finally, tension management refers 
to the internal tension and strains of people in the social 
system. 
However, with the introduction of A.G.I.L. Parsons 
started to analyze the functions of the systems. Here 
the structures are analyzed in terms of their functions 
to solve the four problems and maintain equilibrium and 
order. 
For Parsons, social change is considered as boundary 
destruction and equilibrium restoration has two sources; 
endogenous and exogenous. The endogenous changes are 
caused by strain within the system itself, while the 
exogenous sources of social change are caused by changes 
within the organisms, personalities, and cultural systems 
(Parsons, 1951). He puts more emphasis on differentiation 
for the process of change, and with the dynamic equilibrium. 
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integration will be maintained after any change (Strasser 
and Randall, 1981). 
After mentioning these contributions, it is necessary 
to summarize the assumptions of the functionalist perspective 
and they are as follow; 
(1) The passive nature of man. 
(2) Static society; society tends to be static rather 
than dynamic. 
(3) Interrelatedness of the parts; society is a system 
within which the parts are interrelated to each other. 
(4) Equilibrium; society tends toward equilibrium. 
(5) Consensus; society is based on consensus among members 
on basic values and norms. 
(6) Functional requisites: There are functional requisites 
or needs for the society to survive. 
(7) Functions of the parts; each part of the society plays 
some functions for the society. 
(8) Evolutionary social change: society changes by 
evolution rather than by revolution. 
(9) Mechanisms of integration; society has mechanisms 
for integration of the whole. 
(10) Social systems like organisms, have needs and requisites 
for continued existence. 
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When functionalism is applied to the family, it attempts 
to show how the family as a subsystem or institution contrib­
utes to the society as a whole. The family has several 
functions. Among these functions is the reproduction of new 
members in the society. This is done, not only by reproducing 
children, but also by socializing and teaching them the values 
of the society. So the family performs the function of 
socialization and maintaining the culture in the society by 
passing it to the new generations. Furthermore, the family 
system includes some social roles, performed by the husband 
and wife, which represents the division of labor within the 
household. Traditionally, the husband's role was seen as 
working outside the family in order to support the family 
economically, and the wife's role was seen as centered on the 
household and the socialization of children and as providing 
emotional support for the husband and children. 
In Saudi Arabia, the family performs many functions, such 
as reproduction of new generations, economic cooperation 
among members of the family, socialization of children, sexual 
relations, religious orientation, affection and status-
conferral. Through marriage, the family provides the society 
with new members all the time. It also rears these genera­
tions and teaches them the values and norms of their society 
so they can become productive members of the society. 
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At the present time, socialization of children is not the 
responsibility of the family alone, but is shared by schools. 
When the child is born, he has his position as a member 
of his/her family, and becomes eligible for care, socializa­
tion and inheritance. He also will carry the name of his 
family, and within the Saudi society, after marriage, women 
keep their family names and don't carry their husbands' 
family names. For social status, the family was the only 
determinant in the past, but other factors, such as education 
and wealth, became important as status determinants in the 
modern society. 
The Saudi family used to work as a production unit in 
the past, where all members participated together to fulfill 
the economic function, whether on the farm for planting, 
harvesting or marketing, in the desert for herding and 
taking care of animals or in small apprenticeships. After 
economic development, the economic functions of the family 
have been largely transferred from the family (fewer animals 
in the house for food production, more women working outside 
the home, and greater dependence upon external sources for 
bread or clothes). These functions have been assumed by 
various agencies in the society. Ogburn (1933) has mentioned 
that the family in the past used to perform these functions; 
education, recreation, religion and protection, but today 
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they are the concern of many organizations in the society. 
In the Saudi society today, education is provided by many 
agencies and has increased for all people, especially for 
women who had little chance for education in the past. 
In addition, religious orientation is performed by schools, 
along with the family. So religion is taught through all 
levels of education at the present time. 
Saudi women are now working in many sectors of the 
society, reflecting their enhanced educational achievement. 
They are now contributing to the economic condition of their 
families, which represent new functions unknown to them 
before. So with the help of technology and education, women 
now have the opportunity to work outside the home. 
Many roles have assumed greater importance to the Saudi 
husband and wife in the present than in the past, such as 
being a companion to each other, dividing the work around 
the house, helping the children to grow up by being their 
friend, teacher and guide, help in earning the living 
by the wife, managing the family income and finances, and 
joint decision making. 
With the change in the situation of the Saudi women, 
after they are educated and employed outside the home and 
participating in earning the living, the authority within 
the family has also changed. Today, decisions about family 
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affairs are shared by the husband and wife after they have 
been dominated by the husband in the past. 
The functional theory was selected because most of 
the changes within the Saudi family are related to family 
functions. The productive function of the family has 
declined as it has become more consumptive. The involve­
ment of the family in matters such as choosing the wife 
for its son, or the job are decreased at the present time. 
Social change, according to the functionalist perspec­
tive, is generally seen as a gradual and adjustive process 
through differentiation and adaptation. Social system 
changes are affected by strains and by changes in the 
environment, but through dynamic eguilibrium, boundary 
maintenance can be restored (Williams, 1961). Functionalism 
and evolutionary theory emphasize that social systems change 
as a result of changes in the surrounding environment, 
and consequently, the system will adapt to these changes 
in the environment (Appelbaum, 1970). Furthermore, 
functionalism is seen as evolutionary theory when it 
considers change as growth or progress along the line of 
process that moves in the direction of simple to complex. 
So there is emphasis by evolutionary theory that "change is 
continual through differentiation in a process of adaptive 
upgrading" (Appelbaum, 1970). 
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Several changes can be seen witihin the family at the 
sent time. The size of the family has decreased as the 
nomic functions of the family have t>een increasingly 
nsferred outside the family domain - The nuclear family 
become more popular while the extencSeca family type has 
lined. Goode (1963 ) said that with the expansion of 
economic system through industrialization, the extended 
Lly ties decrease in importance, giving way to the 
Lear family type. 
Many changes in the family may fc>e attributed to 
inology and its effect on the family through the 
• lability of labor—saving devices at home. This 
itly affected the role of the wife in the family (Ogburn, 
). 
With the help of good systems of transportation, 
le have the chance to be in contact: with other people 
ifferent societies and with this, changes within 
family can be seen as a result of this contact. 
is study of several societies in the world, Murdock 
4) mentioned that about 90 percent of every culture 
1 included elements from other cultures . So 
îct with other cultures influences changes in the 
Ly. 
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Among the changes that can be recognized within the 
Saudi family today is the way of choosing the wife. The 
person who is going to get married is the one who has this 
role instead of his family. Also, the status of the 
individual depends today on his achievement rather than 
on his family. Furthermore, the marriage between kin 
members has become less common in today's society, while 
it was dominant in the past. 
The functional theories of change can be seen as 
doing well in explaining small scale processual change, 
which deals with equilibrium, and why a system may be 
thrown into disarray (disequilibrium through strain). 
Also, they deal well with cumulative growth. They focus 
on the disintegration as a structural problem, but only 
in the context of growth. For example, the disintegration 
of traditional society as a modern society takes its 
place, and the role of strain in breakdown of the systems 
and how some institutional arrangements play the role 
of adapting to the changing environment. Furthermore, 
as mentioned earlier, functional theories emphasize that 
structural differentiation is the central process of 
evolutionary change. 
The functional theories have drawn some critiques, 
particularly within issues related to social change. 
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With the emphasis on stability, integration and consensus, 
functional theories were treated as static theories because 
they say little about conflict and deviance (Smith, 1973). 
Another line of criticism is that functionalism is seen 
as an ahistorical perspective which doesn't care about 
changes over time. It deals mostly with social systems 
and their parts and neglects what might have happened 
in the past, related to the issues at hand (Turner, 1982). 
It was described as a "Utopia" because of neglecting 
history and emphasizing consensus and stability (Dahrendorf, 
1958). They were also criticized for not explaining all 
things equally; change is not easily explained as stability 
because of their dealing with equilibrium and static 
matters more than change. They failed to explain the 
emergence of new structure (revolutionary change) but 
they can deal with only evolutionary change (Strasser and 
Randall, 1981). So the functionalists are seen as not 
doing well in explaining the transformations that occur 
quickly (rapid change). They also don't explain the 
occurrence of radical change in social systems. As Guessous 
(1967) said, this theory doesn't describe what actually 
happens in most societies, but rather outlines what 
society would be like if it were to function as an 
equilibrium system. So as the equilibrium theories indicate, 
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change analysis is capable only of accounting for some 
of the changes and transformations that occur more or 
less regularly in social systems. They don't provide a 
comprehensive framework for a general theory of change in 
and of social systems (Turner, 1982). 
Hypotheses 
The change within the Saudi family is a reflection 
of the changes in several institutions in the society. 
So as mentioned earlier (Chapter 2), changes can be 
recognized in several institutions such as economic, 
educational, health, mass media and communication and 
transportation institutions. Thus changes in these 
institutions brought about changes within the Saudi 
family such as changes in living conditions, marriage 
arrangmenets, family functions, and family size. Also 
other changes within the family can be seen such as 
changes in family relationships, i.e., family is less 
authoritarian, more democratic and changes in the roles of 
husbands and wives. 
Religion in the society is not affected by changes in 
these institutions as people adhere to the Islamic 
teachings and doesn't contradict with changes within the 
family. In the diagram, the effect of the changes in these 
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institutions on the family can be seen but causation is not 
claimed in this case. 
Economic development 
(great change) 
Education 
(change ) 
Health institutions 
(change) 
Mass media 
(change ) 
Transportation & 
communication / 
(change) / 
* ^ Family * 
(changes in functions, roles,* 
authority, living conditions) 
Change in the economic condition of Saudi Arabia brought 
about corresponding changes in the institutional structure, 
including alterations in education, health services, mass 
media, transportation and communication and the family. 
Economic development in Saudi Arabia led to educational 
development through the increased emphasis on universal 
education and the spread of modern education throughout the 
society. With the help of economic development, many schools 
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were established and more modern buildings equipped with 
modern devices and materials were constructed. 
In the case of the impact on health inst itvat ±on s , the 
changes in economic conditions not only aided in incireasing 
the number of health institutions, but also in improving 
their services through more modern equipment and devices . 
In the case of mass media, eocnomic development has 
served to spread these services to reach all of the country. 
With the widespread availability of television and r ad io, 
the Saudi people now listen to the same messages, watch the 
same channels and listen to the same stations. So the people 
in rural, urban and nomadic areas are introduced to the same 
information and news at the same time, no matter how far* they 
are. Thus, the mass media has contributed to a "leveling" 
of the Saudi society. 
The impact of economic prosperity on the transportation 
and communication structure of Saudi society has k)een 
significant. Economic development has helped in improving 
these institutions in such a way that these institutions now 
resemble those available in modern countries. Cars and 
airplanes and communication devices such as telephones , 
telegraphs, telex and mail services are much improved and 
very prevalent in modern Saudi Arabia. 
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Finally, the impact of economic development on the Saudi 
family can be seen in many ways, not the least of which is a 
more equitable distribution of the country's income among 
the people in all regions of the country through increased 
individual income, better services, and improved facilities. 
This represents a rational way through which people can bene­
fit from economic development. Also, investing a part of oil 
reserves to create new sources for the country's income in 
the future means that people will benefit for the long term. 
After discussing the impacts of economic development on 
these institutions, the impacts of these institutions on the 
Saudi family will be presented to see how these changes 
affect the family. As these institutions changed and devel­
oped, corresponding changes could be discerned in the family. 
In the case of the educational system, development has 
introduced modern and scientific education to the Saudis 
along with religious education. It has also helped by in­
creasing literacy among Saudi people, as more people, young 
and old, attend schools at the present time, contributing 
to the overall level of education. The Saudi husband and 
wife today are both educated and this affects their life and 
family. They both participate in rearing their children, 
managing their family affairs together and participating in 
the work force. 
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Changes in the health institution have also had an impact 
on the Saudi family. As a result of the improvement in 
medical services, child mortality rates have decreased and 
longevity has increased among Saudis. The impact of develop­
ment in health institutions can also be seen through the 
decrease in the number of Saudi patients who travel abroad 
seeking medical care, which saves the family money and time. 
The impact of the development of transportation and 
communication on the Saudi family can be seen through the 
increase in the mobility of the Saudi people, both inside 
and outside the country. The availability of modern trans­
portation systems enables Saudi families to go wherever they 
want and increases their freedom to move and be in contact 
with other people. Moreover, with better communication 
systems, the Saudi family becomes familiar with alternative 
systems of kinships and kinship networks. 
The mass media's effect on the Saudi family is also 
great. As we know, mass media plays an important role in 
bringing about change in any society, as people depend on it 
for news and information. Mass media can connect people in 
different societies and provide them with common experiences. 
Mass media has affected the people in the Saudi society and 
helped in bringing about changes in the society through 
their programs, news, and information. 
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The influence of mass media in changing the Saudi family 
can be seen in the descriptive findings of this study (Table 
72). Members of both families indicated that mass media was 
influential in changing the Saudi family. About 76 percent 
of males and 73 percent of females of the old families and 88 
percent of males and 86.4 percent of females of the young 
families said that the influence of mass media in changing 
the Saudi family is great or very great. 
There are several ways in which the influence of the 
mass media can be recognized. Among these influences are 
connecting the family to the social and cultural heritage, 
discussing family problems and needs, highlighting family 
activities, connecting the Saudi family to the outside world, 
educating and orienting family members, and taking care of 
children and developing their talents. 
The respondents were asked to indicate the extent to 
which the mass media affected the Saudi family in regard to 
the above aspects. As shown in Tables 46 and 47, the average 
percentages relating to the influence of mass media on these 
aspects are 73.3 percent for husbands and 75.2 percent for 
wives of the old families and 80.5 percent for husbands and 
77 percent for wives of the young families which indicates 
that the mass media does indeed have a significant influence 
on the Saudi family. 
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Thus, from these findings it can be seen that the mass 
media has influenced the Saudi family and helped in bringing 
about fundamental changes. That the overall effect of the 
mass media on the family was great can be seen by the fact 
that the overall mean scores for members were 3.68 and 3.71 
for husbands and wives of the old families and 3.75 and 3.47 
for husbands and wives of the young families. 
The effect of mass media represents another phase of 
change within the Saudi family. The effect was limited in 
the past because mass media was primitive and limited to 
certain areas. 
The following hypotheses related to the family and 
social change in Saudi society will be examined in this 
dissertation. These hypotheses are; 
1. Due to economic development and modernization in Saudi 
Arabia, perceived quality of life has improved over time 
and this has influenced family living conditions. This 
perception is shared by members of both family types. 
2. Due to eocnomic and social development in the Saudi 
society, preferred marriage arrangements in the present 
are different from those in the past. 
3. The importance of selected family functions (as perceived 
by Saudi family members) are changing in Saudi society. 
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4. The form of the Saudi family in the present time has 
shown substantial changes. 
5. The authority structure within the Saudi fmaily today 
is more democratic than in the past. 
a. Specifically, the husbands and wives of the young 
families will make more joint decisions about hiring 
a servant, buying or changing furniture, what house 
to buy/rent, how much money to spend on food, what 
doctor to call when someone is sick, where to go on 
vacation, what car to get and what job the husband 
should take, when compared to the husbands and wives 
of the old families. 
b. Sharing in the decisions about family matters is more 
important to the young families than the old families. 
6. Due to economic development, more Saudi women today are 
working outisde the home than in the past. Additionally, 
attitudes about working women have changed over time. 
7. Family role relationships are undergoing change in 
Saudi society and are reflected in the differential 
attitudes of old and young family members. 
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CHAPTER 4. METHODOLOGY 
I intend through this study to gather information 
about the Saudi family and the social change that is taking 
place in the country and how it impacts on the family. 
The study attempts to get the perceptions of the members 
of a sample of young and old families about social change 
within the Saudi family and also get the perceptions of 
the young families about what their parents would say in 
regard to the same issues. Therefore, through these 
perceptions we can compare the responses given by the 
young family members, the actual responses of their parents 
and the perceptions of the "young" about the views of the 
"old." 
As mentioned, the members of the old family will be 
asked the same questions and through them we will be able 
to infer the magnitude of social change, as viewed by the 
Saudi family that lived "before" and "during" the time of 
social change. However, the members of the young family 
live in the present and may not know as much about the 
family in the past as comapred to what the "old" family 
members know. 
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Place of the study 
Riyadh is the capital city of Saudi Arabia and one of 
the more modernized areas of the country. Riyadh is located 
in the central region of the country. All ministries and 
headquarters of the government's institutions are located 
there. Also, two of the seven universities in the country 
are in Riyadh, along with four military academies, colleges 
for girls, and several vocational and training institutions. 
Riyadh witnessed a huge expansion in its population 
due to migration of people who came to Riyadh looking for 
employment and a better way of life. The population 
increased from 27,000 in 1930 (Malik, 1973) to more than 
two million in 1989 (Middle East Newspapers. 1989c). 
According to a study done by Doxiadis Associates in 1968, 
"eighty-five percent of the city's household heads were 
born outside Riyadh" (Malik, 1973). In addition, Malik 
(1973) indicated that about half of Riyadh's population was 
born outside the city of Riyadh. 
I chose Riyadh for my study because I think it is a 
melting pot for people from all around the country, where 
opportunities for education and employment are available 
along with more advanced facilities and services. So people 
migrate to Riyadh from rural areas as well as from other 
cities and towns in the country. King Saud University is 
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located in Riyadh and is considered the first university in 
the country. It was started in 1957 with two colleges, but 
now it has eighteen colleges specializing in different kinds 
of education such as medicine, arts, agriculture, engineering 
and computer science. In addition, the university has a 
special division for girls. This division is called the 
Center of University Studies for Girls, and it includes most 
of the departments in the boys' division covering several 
types of education. The university has also two branches, 
one in Qaseem in the central region and the other in the 
southern region (see Figure 2, page 4). In King Saudi 
University, the number of students enrolled in 1987 was 
26,000 students (men and women) which represents a quarter 
of all students in higher education in the country (Ministry 
of Education, 1988). 
The sample 
The sample of this study consists of 1,200 respondents 
representing two kinds of families in Saudi Arabia. Three 
hundred husbands and 300 wives represented the "old" Saudi 
family and 300 husbands and 300 wives represented the "young" 
Saudi family. The age of the "old" family members run 50 
years or more and the average age of the "young" family 
members is 35 years. 
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For the "old" family sample, we also used a cluster 
sample in eight districts of the city. Through the cluster 
sample, we determined a cluster of buildings, two stories 
or more, and a cluster of houses within each district. 
Next a random sample was drawn from these clusters. For the 
buildings, one respondent was drawn from any building 
containing four apartments, and two from any building 
containing more than four apartments. For the houses, one 
house was drawn and the next was skipped. It was not 
possible to get lists of the population in each district or 
any information or statistics about the number of people 
in these districts. So, 150 males and 150 females were 
drawn from the buildings' clusters, and 150 males and 150 
females from the houses' clusters. 
The sample of the old Saudi family consists of families 
(males and females, not necessarily the same couple, or the 
parents of university students) in eight districts of the 
city of Riyadh. These districts include old and new dis­
tricts, so we can have different kinds of families in terms 
of their economic conditions, levels of education, and 
opinions about social change. Among old districts are 
A-Diria'a, Manfohah, Alo'd, and Al'Margab. Among the new 
districts are Al-Olay'a, Al-Sulaimaniah, Al-Malaz, and 
Al-Rodhah (see Figure 3). 
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The sample of the young Saudi family consists of married 
students and employees of King Saudi University in Riyadh, 
interviewed during summer of 1986. First a cluster sample 
was drawn to determine the two types of respondents included 
in this sample. A cluster of 150 married students (males) 
was drawn from six colleges. We couldn't obtain the total 
number of married students because it wasn't available and 
it was difficult to distinguish between the Saudi married 
students and the non-Saudi students from university records. 
Next, a sample was drawn from these six colleges, which 
represent one third of the university's colleges. Twenty-
five students were interviewed from different departments 
in these colleges. The colleges are; College of Art, 
College of Engineering, College of Administrative Science, 
College of Education, College of Science and College of 
Agriculture. 
The other part of the male respondents consisted of 
university employees in the main administration offices. 
A sample of 150 employees was drawn from the total number of 
299 employees, according to a list given by the university. 
So employees in the main building, which consists of six 
stories, were interviewed. One employee was interviewed 
and the next was skipped if the office was occupied by one 
employee. In the case of big offices that contained more 
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than two employees, half the number were interviewed. For 
example, if the office contained six employees, three of 
them were interviewed. 
For the females of the young Saudi family, 150 female 
married students were drawn from the married students, 
although their total number wasn't available. This sample 
was drawn by the Center of University Studies for Girls 
because it is not permissible for males to contact the 
females in the university. 
In addition, 150 female employees were drawn from the 
Female Employees Department within the main administration 
offices in the university. The total number of female 
employees was 174. Also, the sample of the female employees 
was drawn by the people in this department because of the 
segregation. 
To conduct the research and complete the questionnaires, 
I was assisted by the students in the department of sociology 
at King Saud University (males and females) who attended an 
applied research course during summer 1986. About 20 male 
students and 30 females participated in distributing the 
questionnaires and gathering the information, because the 
males' questionnaires were distributed by men and the 
females' questionnaires were distributed by women. The male 
students participated in collecting the information from the 
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husbands of the old Saudi family, and the female students 
participated in gathering information from the wives of the 
old Saudi family throughout the different districts in the 
city of Riyadh. 
The students were instructed about the questionnaire 
and how to conduct the research. They were given information 
related to every item of the questionnaire. I met with the 
male students during one of their classes and explained to 
them how to gather information (see Appendix B, C, D, and E). 
In addition, each student was given a copy of an official 
letter provided by the university informing people about the 
research and urging them to give the information needed by 
the study (see Appendix F). Also, I was given an office 
by the department of sociology, so I could meet with the 
students and answer their questions about the research. 
For the female students, information about how to 
conduct the research was illustrated to the directorate of 
the department of social studies - girls' division, and she 
explained them to the students. The students were gathered 
in a class and the instructions were explained to them by 
the directorate, who is a female professor in the depart­
ment. I was also in contact with her and the students by 
phone to answer their questions and explain anything related 
to the questionnaire. 
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For the young family, I distributed the questionnaires 
to the male students and employees myself, along with my 
brother. The female students and employees' forms were 
given to the directorate of female students affairs, with 
full information and instructions about the questionnaire, 
and they distributed them along with a copy of the official 
letter from the university, among the married students and 
employees. After they were completed, they were returned to 
the office. 
By the end of summer 1986, all forms of the question­
naires were completed. The people were very cooperative, 
especially when they knew I came from America just to conduct 
the research. Also, the official letter which accompanied 
the questionnaire by the university was a kind of encourage­
ment influencing people to respond and complete the question­
naire. In addition, as Muslims, Saudi people respect the 
one who is seeking knowledge and education and try their 
best to help them. In the Saudi society, when you come to 
a house to interview or ask some questions, the owner of 
the house will insist that you must come in and he will 
offer you some drink and answer your questions inside the 
house. Thus, the percentage of completed forms received is 
100 percent for both types of families. This was achieved 
through continued contact with the respondents, whether by 
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phone or personal contact. Also, giving respondents 
sufficient time to complete the questionnaire helped us in 
achieving this extraordinary degree of completeness. 
The questionnaire 
The information needed about the Saudi family and social 
change was included in the questionnaire which was designed 
for this purpose. Since we needed to gather information 
about two types of the Saudi family, four forms of the 
questionnaire were designed to collect information from the 
two types of families. Two forms of the questionnaire were 
designed for the husband and wife of the young Saudi family 
and for the husband and wife of the old Saudi family. 
The questionnaire was designed and written in English 
and translated into Arabic, the native language of the 
people of Saudi Arabia, to make it easier for the respondents 
to answer the questionnaire. 
Two forms of the questionnaire for the young Saudi 
family (one for the husband and the other for the wife) 
are included in Appendix B. Also two forms for the old 
Saudi family (one for the husband and the other for the wife) 
are included in Appendix C. The forms of the same question­
naire in Arabic, for both families, are included in Appendices 
D and E. 
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In the following section, I will give some information 
about the content of each form of the questionnaire separate­
ly. Some explanation about the content of the questionnaires 
will be highlighted here, while the questionnaire can be 
seen completely in the appendices section. 
The "young" Saudi family questionnaire 
As I mentioned earlier, two forms of questionnaire were 
designed for the "young" Saudi family, one for the husband 
and the other for the wife. Each form contained five 
sections and each section included several questions about 
the family and social change. 
Section I; indices of social change In this section, 
several questions about the present-day Saudi family are 
included. There are questions about some changes within the 
Saudi family as a result of increased economic prosperity 
in the country. These changes lead to more secularization, 
modernization, and urbanization in the country. Among these 
changes are possession of more luxuries (having more than 
one car and/or TV set), hiring foreigners to help with house­
work, availability of labor-saving devices, increased 
education for the children, more divorce, better communica­
tion and transportation systems, better medical care, and 
increased income. 
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In this section also, there are questions concerning 
the feelings of the respondents toward different issues 
related to themselves and their families, such as controlling 
the number of children to take better care of them, choosing 
a job, marriage of cousins, polygamy, increased mahr (dowry), 
exaggeration in wedding celebration (weddings in hotels 
instead of homes), how education and increased mahr (dowry) 
may delay the marriage of young people, and who should have 
the major role in selecting a wife. In addition, questions 
about the best age for marriage, and the status determinant 
of the man and woman were included. 
Section I of the questionnaire also had some questions 
about some functions and activities and their importance to 
the Saudi family in the past and in the present time. Some 
of these functions and activities are childrearing, preparing 
bread at home, keeping animals for food production, reliance 
on the market as a supplier, employment outside the family 
domain, and women's employment outside the home. Further­
more, there are questions that examine the existence of some 
phenomena within the Saudi family and how widespread they 
were in the past compared to the present time. Some of these 
phenomena are girls' education, early-age marriage, increased 
mahr (dowry), servants at home, the role of the family in 
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choosing a son's wife, and two or three generations living 
in the same household. 
The rest of the section concerns questions related to 
the mass media and how they affect and enhance social change 
within the Saudi family. 
Section II; power structure This section starts 
with questions about the authority structure within the Saudi 
family. Blood's Scale^ (Blood and Wolfe, 1960) of Marital 
Power, widely used in America, was used to measure the 
extent of authority of the Saudi husband and wife over some 
decisions concerning family members, and who had the final 
say about these decisions. There are questions about who 
makes the final decision about what car to get, what house 
or apartment the family should take, whether the wife should 
go to work or not, or quit work, and how much money the 
family could afford to spend on food. The items about 
"hiring a servant" and "buying and changing the home 
furniture" were added to fit the Saudi society, and were not 
in the original form. The item about "buying life insurance" 
was omitted because it didn't fit the Saudi society. This 
section also includes other questions about the importance 
of sharing the decisions about family affairs, the best 
^The scale was prepared by Robert O. Blood and used 
with his permission (see Appendix G). 
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way of rearing children, women's work, foreign members in the 
household, and the number of children preferred. 
Section III: perception In the third section, the 
husband and wife were asked to choose one of their parents, 
either the father or mother, and answer all questions in 
this section from their parent's point of view. We wanted 
to determine if there are differences in the answers of the 
members of the "young" family and the perceptions they have 
of their parents' responses about the Saudi family and 
social change. All questions in section three were the same 
as those in section two, because the study attempts to make 
comparisons between the present Saudi family as represented 
by the respondents (members of the "young" family themselves), 
and their perceptions of the Saudi family in the past, as 
represented by the parent they selected for reference. 
Accordingly, through this comparison, the extent of social 
change in the Saudi family may be "measured" from two 
sources: the answers of the respondents themselves, and 
their perceptions about how their parents would answer 
the same questions. 
Section IV; husband's and wife's roles In this 
section of the questionnaire, Hurvitz's Scale^ of Marital 
^This scale was prepared by Nathan Hurvitz, and used 
with his permission (see Appendix G). 
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Role Inventory (MRI) (Hurvitz, 1965) was used in order to 
see to what extent these roles are important to the Saudi 
husband and wife of the young family. This section is 
divided into two parts. In the first part, the husband was 
asked to rate how important selected roles are to him, such 
as earning the living, being a companion to his wife, doing 
his jobs around the house, helping the children to grow up, 
doing his wife's work around the house, serving as a male 
role model for his children, and managing the family income 
and finances. In addition, the husband was asked to rate 
how important these roles are to his father. 
Because of the difficulty of ranking items, Hurvitz's 
scale (MRI) was modified by using a Likert-type scale with 
five categories ranging from 1 = "of little importance" to 
5 m "of great importance." 
In the second part, the husband was asked to rate how 
he prefers his wife to carry out her roles, such as caring 
for the children's needs, being a companion to her husband, 
helping the children to grow up, being a homemaker, and 
serving as the female role model for her children. In 
addition, the husband was asked to indicate how his father 
would rate these roles for his mother. 
In the wife's form of the guestionnaire, the wife was 
asked to rate how important these roles are to her, as 
130 
indicated in the first part. Also, she was asked to rate 
how important these roles are to her mother. Then she was 
asked, in the second part, to rate how she prefers her 
husband to carry out his roles. In addition, she was asked 
to indicate how her mother would rate these roles for her 
father. Since this scale was used for the first time with 
the Saudi family, we wanted to see whether or not it was 
applicable to the Saudi society. 
Section V; background The last section of the 
questionnaire contained questions about the respondents 
themselves, such as their ages, their ages when they got 
married, how long they have been married, the level of 
education they attained, the area where they come from, and 
their permanent residence. In addition, there were question 
about the home and the people living with the respondents 
in the same household, and whether the respondents got loans 
from the Real Estate Development Fund or not. Also some 
questions concerning visiting other countries, their feeling 
about belonging to Islam, practicing Islamic rituals, and 
the importance of religious beliefs in directing their 
behaviors and actions are included. 
The questionnaire for the "old" Saudi family 
Two forms of the questionnaire were designed for the 
"old" Saudi family, one for the husband and the other for 
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the wife. Each form contained four sections, and each 
section included several questions about the family and 
social change. 
By the "old" Saudi family, I mean those husbands and 
wives who are 50 years old or more, who lived both prior to 
development in Saudi Arabia and also live at the present 
time. These are the people who have lived through extensive 
social change in the country and witnessed the changes that 
continue to take place in the society in the present time. 
These changes encompass all sectors of the society, including 
the family. 
Section I and Section II of the questionnaire contained 
questions about the Saudi family and social change, similar 
to those presented in the same sections of the "young" Saudi 
family's questionnaire. 
In Section III, using the same modified Hurvitz MRI 
scale, the husband and wife were asked to rate the importance 
of their roles to themselves, and then how they prefer the 
other spouse to carry his/her roles. This section was 
divided into two parts. In the husband's form, he was 
asked in the first part to rate the importance of his roles 
such as earning the living, doing his jobs around the house, 
being a companion to his wife, and doing his wife's work 
around the house. In the second part, he was asked to 
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indicate his preference for the way in which his wife carries 
out her roles, such as helping in earning the living, caring 
for the children's needs, being a homemaker, and being a 
companion to her husband. 
In Section IV of the questionnaire, several background 
questions were asked. These questions ace the same as those 
directed to members of the young family in Section V of their 
forms. So these questions are concerned more about the 
respondents themselves, their age, their education, their 
homes, people living with them, and other questions related 
to their religion. 
Some of the findings of this study will be used for a 
later study about the Saudi family. 
Personal backgrounds of respondents 
This study provides us with information about the 
respondents participating in this study. We now focus on 
items included in section five of the "young" family's forms 
and section four of the "old" family's forms, where we can 
recognize some differences and changes which are attributed 
to the social change that is taking place in the country. 
The respondent's age 
As one might expect, more than half of the husbands of 
the young Saudi family were 30 years old or less (Table 2). 
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Nearly 80 percent of wives were 30 years of age or less. As 
indicated in Table 3, for the old Saudi family, no males 
were under 50 years of age. Only 25 percent of the wives 
were 50 to 55 years of age, while 25 percent of the males 
and 3 7.7 percent of the women were 66 years of age or older. 
The mean scores for the age of the old family members are 
61 years for the husbands and 59 years for the wives. For 
the young family members, the mean scores for the age are 
31.5 years for the husbands and 27 years for the wives. 
One important finding (Table 2) is that the age 
category of less than 20 years contained none of the hus­
bands of the "young" family, and only 5.7 percent of the 
wives. This means that early marriage is decreasing in the 
society today, for we know that it was common for people 
to get married in their teens (12 or 13 years for girls and 
15 or 16 years for boys). Further confirmation of this 
finding comes from Table 4 where the husbands reported that 
about half of the husbands and 83 percent of the wives of 
the "old" Saudi family got married when they were less than 
20 years of age. In contrast, only 4.7 percent of the 
husbands and 15 percent of the wives of the "young" Saudi 
family got married when they were less than 20 years of age. 
Also, the same indication about the age of marriage can be 
drawn from Table 5 as mentioned by the wives. The mean 
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scores for the age when the husbands and wives of both 
families got married are 18 years for the husbands and 16 
years for the wives of the old family and 25 years for the 
husbands and 22 years for the wives of the young family. 
These scores indicate differences of 7 years for the husbands 
and 6 years for the wives of both families, which often are 
now being spent to acquire more education or to pursue 
employment. 
From these findings, change can be recognized concerning 
the age of marriage within the Saudi family, namely that 
it is increasing for the "young" family when compared to 
that of the "old" family. Education and employment are 
important factors affecting this situation for both women 
and men who now typically spend more years in school. 
The respondents' education 
The study indicates (Tables 6, 7, and 8) that the levels 
of education for the "old" Saudi family were not as advanced 
as those of the "young" family. Only 10.4 percent of the 
husbands and 1 percent of the wives had the chance to reach 
college and graduate education (Table 8), while 75 percent 
of the husbands and 58 percent of the wives within the 
"young" Saudi family have this level of education as indi­
cated in Tables 6 and 7. In addition, 28.3 percent of 
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the husbands and almost half of wives of the "old" family 
were illiterate when we conducted our study (Table 8). 
These findings about the respondents' education reveal 
that the members of the young Saudi family, especially the 
wives, had more education than those of the "old" family. 
Present-day Saudi women have more opportunities to pursue 
education than the women in the past. This is especially 
remarkable when it is recalled that official education for 
girls started just in 1960. 
The residential area of the respondents 
The findings of this study show that urban residence is 
preferred by the Saudi people, both among members of the 
"young" family and members of the "old" family. As shown 
in Table 9, 87.7 percent of the husbands and 83.7 percent of 
the wives of the "old" Saudi family, and 86.3 percent of the 
husbands and 91.7 percent of the wives of the "young" family 
name the large cities as their permanent residence. 
Typically, members of the old family were seen as 
migrating from rural and nomadic areas and settling permanent­
ly in urban areas after development was started in the 
country. The young family members, on the other hand, were 
seen as the new generation, born and raised in the urban 
areas. 
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However, Table 10 shows us that 67.4 percent of the 
husbands and 70 percent of the wives of the "old" family 
were born in nonurban areas, compared to a surprisingly 
high 35 percent of the husbands and 41 percent of the wives 
of the "young" family. For those who were born in urban 
areas (small and large cities), the table indicated that 
32.6 percent males and 30 perçoit females of the "old" 
family and 65 percent males and 59 percent females of the 
"young" family were born in these areas. So there is a 
considerable percentage of husbands and wives of both old and 
young families who were born in areas other than the cities, 
but left them and migrated to urban areas to benefit from 
opportunities available, such as education, employment, 
and health services. Thus, Saudi society is becoming more 
urbanized. 
The respondents' homes and the people who live with them 
The findings of our study examining our respondents' 
homes indicates (Table 11) that 87.3 percent of husbands 
and 80.7 percent of the wives of the "old" family said 
they owned their homes, while 12.7 percent of the husbands 
and 17.7 percent of the wives said they rent their homes. 
In contrast, in the young Saudi family, 64 percent of the 
husbands and 72.8 percent of the wives indicated that they 
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own their homes, while 31.3 percent of the husbands and 
27.3 percent of the wives mentioned that they rent their 
homes. It is not surprising that the percentage of the 
"old" family members who own their homes is higher than 
that of the "young" family members, because members of the 
"old" family have had their properties and lands for a long 
time. Also, the members of the young family may not have 
the money to start; they may be thinking of getting married 
and building the family first and then building a home 
later. 
The Saudi families live in different types of homes, 
depending on the economic situation and size of each family. 
The findings of our study relating to the types of homes 
our respondents have, indicate (Table 12) that 56.7 percent 
of the husbands and 54 percent of the wives of the "young" 
family said they are living in villas, 23.7 percent of the 
husbands and 29 percent of the wives are living in apartments 
and 14.7 percent of the husbands and 16 percent of the wives 
are living in concrete homes. 
The findings for the "old" Saudi family about the types 
of their homes indicate (Table 12) that 56 percent of the 
husbands and 67 percent of the wives mentioned that they 
are living in villas, and 30 percent of the husbands and 
16 percent of the wives live in concrete homes. In addition. 
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only 8.3 percent of the husbands and 11 percent of the wives 
said they are living in apartments. This proportion is small 
and I think this is because the "old" Saudi family used to 
be big and included many members of different generations. 
Also, some of them used to have animals in their homes for 
food production like cows, goats, and chickens, so apartments 
would not be their preferred type of home. 
The percentage for the villas as a type of residence, 
indicated little difference between the two families and I 
think the reason for that is that after the development in 
the country, all Saudis, young and old, are eligible for 
loans to build new homes. Also, they prefer to live in 
villas because villas have more rooms and the Saudi household 
usually consists of two sections; one for the men and the 
other for the women, especially during the time of visita­
tions or invitations. 
Sand homes are not popular any more; they are diminish­
ing because today it is possible to have your own modern home 
with the help of governmental loans. Only 3.7 percent of 
the husbands and 1 percent of the wives of the young family 
and 5.7 percent of the husbands and 4.7 percent of the wives 
of the "old" family mentioned they live in sand homes. 
In addition, increased income and improved economic conditions 
along with the availability of building materials enable 
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the Saudis to build modern homes with all the facilities 
and services. So most of the people destroyed their old 
sand homes and built new ones. 
The Real Estate Development Fund in Saudi Arabia 
provides people with loans free of interest to help them 
build their homes and these loans will be paid off in 25 
years. Any Saudi who has land is eligible to apply for a 
loan of some 80,000 dollars to cover the cost of construc­
tion. Also, each municipality office is responsible for 
planning the vacant areas and distributing them to those 
who have no homes. 
The findings concerning loans from the Real Estate 
Development Fund indicate (Table 13) that 51 percent of the 
young families and 67.7 percent of the old families mentioned 
that they had gotten loans to build their homes. In addition, 
22 percent of the young families and 13 percent of the old 
families are waiting for their turn. Further, 24.3 percent 
of the young families and 16.3 percent of the old families 
said that they would apply for their loans as soon as they 
got their land. The percentage of the old family members 
who have gotten loans from the Real Estate Fund is higher 
than that of the young family members. The reason for that 
may be that the old family members already own their lands 
or properties. Also, the economic condition of the members 
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of the "young" family can't be compared to the "old family 
members whose economic conditions are generally better. 
The Real Estate Fund has provided Saudi citizens with 
long-term and medium-term interest-free loans to enable them 
to build houses. By the end of the Third Five-Year Develop­
ment Plan (1980-1985), the Real Estate Fund had provided loans 
to build 525,000 housing units, and the citizens have been 
granted more than two million pieces of land to build their 
homes (Embassy of Saudi Arabia to the United States, 1985). 
In addition, these services covered 2,531 towns and villages 
in Saudi Arabia (Saudi Arabia, 1989). It appears that these 
loans are helping Saudi families build new and modern homes 
and make it easier for newly married couples to have their own 
homes apart from their extended families. So married sons of 
the extended families are not restricted any more to live 
in the same home with their parents since they have the chance 
to have their own homes and be economically independent. 
Therefore, the possibility of having one's own home with 
the help of these loans contributes to the formation of 
more nuclear families who live apart from their extended 
families. Al-Juwayer (1983) reported that 68.32 percent of 
his respondents indicated that their family's type is a 
nuclear one, which includes the couple and their children. 
Only 15.59 percent indicated that they live with extended 
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families. One important thing that must be mentioned here 
is that when the Saudis form nuclear family residences they 
may be separated from their extended family through physical 
distances but their familial and social relationship with 
them are strong and healthy through mutual care and visita­
tions. Al-Juwayer (1983) mentioned that in his study, 99 
percent of the respondents said that they would support their 
relatives in times of need. In addition, the people of his 
study agreed that they should help their parents and support 
their families. The mean scores were 4.74 for the males and 
4.80 for the females, where the scale ranges from five = 
strongly agree to one = strongly disagree. 
The size of the Saudi family is large, particularly the 
extended family of the past, where two or three generations 
lived together in the same.Jhousehold, along with relatives. 
The Saudi family as a Muslim family prefers to have more 
children, and even when the Saudi families try to control 
the birth of their children they never think to stop having 
children entirely. Thus within the Saudi family, the birth 
of a child means a happy and joyful occasion. It is no 
wonder then that we see even the nuclear families including 
large numbers. 
The study findings related to the number of persons 
living with the respondents in their homes (Table 14) show 
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that within the old Saudi family 92 percent of the husbands 
and 93.9 percent of the wives said they have six to ten 
persons living with them. In contrast, the findings related 
to the young Saudi family indicate that only 46.1 percent of 
the husbands and 36.7 percent of the wives have six to ten 
persons Iviing with them in their homes. 
The mean scores for the number of persons living with 
the respondents are eight persons for the husbands and wives 
of the old family, and five persons for the husbands and wives 
of the young family. This indicates an average difference 
of three persons between both families. 
The findings of the study about the persons who live 
with the respondents can be seen in Table 15. As indicated 
by the husbands and the wives in the "old" family, 97;3 
percent of the males and 98 percent of the females mentioned 
their children to be living with them. At the same time, 
95.7 percent of the husbands and 87.7 percent of the wives 
of the "young" family had their children living with them. 
In regard to parents as living with the respondents, 
about half of the husbands and 43.3 percent of the wives of 
the old Saudi family indicated their parents to be living 
with them, while only 23 percent of the males and 7.7 percent 
of the females indicated the same thing about their parents. 
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For the sisters and brothers, as shown in Table 15, 
17 percent of husbands and 13.3 percent of the wives of the 
"old" family listed their brothers as part of their homes, 
and also 16.7 percent of husbands and 8.3 percent of the 
wives of the same family mentioned their sisters to be 
living with them. Members of the "young" family included 
their brothers as living with them, as indicated by 15.7 
percent of the husbands and 9 percent of the wives. Sisters 
were indicated by 10.3 percent males and 6.3 percent females 
of the "young" family. 
From Table 15 we can see that the percentage of the 
brothers and sisters living with the respondent in his home 
were higher for the husbands than the wives for both types of 
families. The Saudi family takes care not only of the 
children, but also the parents, sisters, brothers, and other 
close relatives. The male relative is usually the one who 
is responsible for his relative because they are part of his 
lineage and it is shameful for him to neglect this duty. 
The female relative, as she is part of another family, may 
not be responsible for such a job unless the male relatives 
are not alive or cannot afford to support other relatives. 
The percentages of other relatives such as uncles, aunts, 
brothers' siblings, and sisters' siblings are 13 percent for 
the husbands and 58.3 percent for the wives. This finding 
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shows how Saudi families care for other relatives, and how 
large the extended family is. The findings also show that 
the old Saudi family includes more than two generations, in 
contrast to the young family which includes mostly the couple 
and their children. So more than 40 percent of the old 
family members mentioned their parents as living with them 
while 23 percent of the husbands and 7.7 percent of the 
wives of the young Saudi family included their parents as 
living with them. 
The category of "others" includes members like servants 
and home maids. Those others were indicated more by members 
of the Saudi family in the past than those of the present, 
and I think the size of the family is the key factor in this 
matter. Therefore, as the family size increases and the 
wife becomes old, the family looks for someone to help in 
housework. In the Saudi society, with the help of economic 
prosperity and increased income, most families have foreign 
maids working in their homes. For the present families, 
foreign home maids and servants can be seen in the homes 
Where women have jobs outside the house so they can take 
care of the house and children. 
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The respondents' occupations 
The findings about the respondents' occupations show 
(Table 16) that more than half of the husbands of the old 
Saudi family are working as government employees, with 
another 20 percent working in business and commerce activi­
ties. The findings for the wives of the old Saudi family 
(Table 17) show that about 86.3 percent identify themselves 
as homemakers, while 9.3 percent have careers outside the 
home. 
The findings for the young Saudi family (Table 18) 
indicate that 70 percent of the husbands work as government 
employees and 11 percent work for nongovernment agencies. 
For the wives (Table 19), 45 percent work outside the home, 
either as government or nongovernment employers and 55 
percent identify themselves as homemakers. 
From these findings, a difference of about 20 percent 
can be seen between the husbands of both families for those 
who work as government employees at the present time. This 
is important because today opportunities for employment are 
available in many sectors in the society after people become 
educated and acquire more skills. Another important thing 
about these findings which emphasizes social change is the 
difference between the wives of both families in regard to 
the job of being a homemaker. The old wives identified 
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themselves as working only as homemakers more than the 
young wives by a difference of 31.3 percent. The women in 
Saudi Arabia in the present time are not only working as home-
makers, but also as participants in the labor force outside 
the home. 
It is of interest to observe the large percentage of 
females who now work outside the home. This can be seen 
as an idex of social change within the Saudi family as 
women start having careers and work for a salary, while they 
used to work in the past only for their families. Saudi 
women two or three decades ago didn't work outside of their 
homes because they didn't have the skills or education 
necessary. With the ease in getting foreigners to help with 
housework and taking care of children, the educated women 
can more fully participate in the economy and have occupa­
tions outside their homes. 
Visiting other countries 
The finding related to this item reveals (Table 20) 
that only 40 percent of the husbands and 15.7 percent of the 
wives of the old families had the chance to visit foreign 
countries within the Arab World, Europe, the United States, 
and Asian countries. For the young Saudi families, the 
findings indicated (Table 20) that 66.7 percent of the 
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husbands and 59.7 percent of the wives had had the oppor­
tunity to visit foreign countries. 
It can be seen from the findings that the husbands 
of the young families had more chances to visit foreign 
countries than members of the old families. Also, the wives 
of the young families visited foreign countries more often 
than the wives of the old families. The differences for the 
wives of the old and young families is 44 percent and for 
the husbands a difference of 26.7 percent. 
When the respondents were asked if their families were 
with them when they visited these foreign countries (Table 
21), only 18 percent of the husbands and 13.3 percent of 
the wives of the "old" family were accompanied by their 
families. For the "young" family, 70 percent of the husbands 
and 55 percent of the wives said that their families were 
with them. 
Based upon these findings, it seems obvious that members 
of the younger Saudi family have more opportunities to be 
in contact with other peoples and cultures, and hence to be 
exposed to more information about families in these 
countries than the families of the past. 
Regarding the preferred area to spend the family's 
vacation (whether inside or outside the country), the 
findings show that the majority of the "old" family members 
148 
said they most often spend their vacation inside the country. 
As shown in Table 22, the percentages are 90.7 percent and 
98.3 percent for the husbands and wives of the "old" family. 
In contrast, for the "young" family, as shown in the same 
table, only 39 percent of the husbands and 48.3 percent of 
the wives preferred spending their vacation inside the 
country. 
In Saudi Arabia there are many recreational areas where 
people can enjoy themselves and spend their vacations. The 
Saudi people used to go to these places along with the holy 
places because most spent their vacation by visiting the 
holy places in Makkah and Madinah. In the city of Taif and 
the southern region there are many recreational places in 
the mountains where the temperature is usually moderate. 
So, many people come to these places during the summer 
vacation from other parts of the country and even from the 
Gulf States. 
The government made plans to improve these areas in 
order to make them more attractive to visitors and tourists. 
Therefore, paved roads, rest rooms and other services are 
now available in these recreational areas. Some of them are 
also equipped with facilities for camping. 
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The importance of Islam to the respondents 
Islam is the religion of Saudi Arabia so there is not 
any religion formally practiced in the country besides Islam. 
With development in the country, religion has not been changed 
or affected. The people still adhere to Islam and apply 
its teachings to all aspects of their lives. In the Saudi 
society, all systems, economic, social, educational, and 
political are operating according to the teachings of Islam. 
It is the force that controls people's actions and trans­
actions in the society. The findings about the respondents' 
identification with Islam indicate (Table 23) that 98.7 
percent of the husbands and 98 percent of the wives within 
the "old" family said that there is a close identification. 
At the same time, 96 percent of the husbands and 96.3 
percent of the wives of the "young" Saudi family express 
the same feeling. Thus, the strong identity with Islam 
indicates how important religion is to the Saudis and how 
it affects their lives. From this, we can infer that the 
Islamic heritage of the country has not been seriously 
affected due to the social change that is taking place in 
the country. Islam in Saudi Arabia is not only a religion, 
but also a way of life. Islam is applied to all systems in 
the country, and it is even the source for the country's 
consitution. Everything in the country must be adapted to 
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Islam, and the government exerts every effort to protect 
Islamic values. Furthermore, because of these strong feel­
ings, all development plans in the country are designed to 
be in congruence with the religion as much as possible, as 
indicated in the government's Five-Year Development Plan. 
The extent of practicing Islamic rituals such as 
Ramadan's nights (the month of fasting), and feasts through 
mutual visitations and meetings, seems very important to 
members of the Saudi family as part of religious teachings. 
The findings concerning this matter show (Table 24) that those 
rituals are practiced extensively (99.4 percent of the 
husbands and 99 percent of the wives of the "old" family and 
by 94 percent of the husbands and 95 percent of the wives 
of the "young" family). Thus, within the Saudi family, 
these kinds of rituals strengthen the relationship among 
families, relatives, and neighbors, and encourage them all 
to be in touch with each other at least during these holy 
occasions. Further evidence of the importance of religion 
to the Saudi people and how its values remain comes from the 
observation that Islam urges people to care for each other 
and be nice in their interactions with others, whether they 
are their relatives, neighbors or strangers. The prophet 
Mohammed said that 
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Whoever believes in Allah and the last day 
should be generous to his neighbor, and whoever 
believes in Allah and the last day should be 
generous to his guest and whoever believes in 
Allah and the last day should speak good things 
or keep silent.1 
Therefore, the Saudi families visit each other during these 
occasions and invite each other for dinners in their homes. 
There is no doubt that the influence of Islam on the 
Saudi Arabians is great. This can be seen from our findings 
about the importance of religious beliefs in directing 
the behavior and actions of our respondents. As illustrated 
in Table 25, almost all respondents, males and females alike, 
consider their religious beliefs and the teachings of Islam 
in directing their behavior and action to be very important 
to them. Ninety-five percent of the males and 99.7 percent 
of the females of the "old" family profess this feeling, 
along with 96.7 percent of the males and 97.7 percent of the 
females of the "young" family. 
From these findings, it can be concluded that Islam is 
considered a way of life to the Saudis, especially when it 
is applied to all of their actions and behavior and governs 
their interactions with each other. The holy Koran and the 
teachings of the prophet include many instructions that 
guide the behavior and actions of the Muslims. Therefore, 
^Mohammed Al-Bokhari, Sahih Al-Bokhari, 1979, p. 78. 
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to direct the relationship between sons and their parents, 
the Koran urges the sons to be gentle and nice to their 
parents especially as they get old. As mentioned in the 
Koran, Allah says. 
Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but 
him, and that ye be kind to parents. Whether 
one or both of them attain old age in thy life, 
say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel 
them, but address them in terms of honor. And 
out of kindness, lower to them the wing of 
humility, and say 'My lord bestow on them thy . 
mercy even as they cherished me in childhood.' 
The relationship between husband and wife is also 
directed by Islam. In the Koran Allah says, "And among his 
signs is this, that he created for you mates from among 
yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and 
2 he has put love and mercy between your hearts." In a 
similar manner, the prohet said, "the best amongst you is 
the one who is best in relation to his family, and I am the 
best among you to my family."^ So by these instructions and 
others, the Saudis as Muslims direct their behavior and 
actions with each other and that is why they are so impor­
tant to them. Also, the Islamic values and teachings govern 
the people's relations with each other in their daily lives. 
^Holy Koran, Surrah A1 Isra'a, verse 23 and 24. 
2 Holy Koran, Surrah Al-Rum, verse 21. 
^Abdul Hamid Siddique, Selection of Hadith, 1979, 
p. 68. 
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In summary, change is occurring within the Saudi family 
at the present time. Education has increased, urban areas 
are the preferred residential location, and the possibility 
for home ownership is available for everyone with the help 
of government loans. In addition, the size of the family 
has decreased. 
Islam, the religion of the Saudis, is still strong 
and affects the life of the people. According to the 
findings presented here, religion has not been affected or 
changed substantially as people have strong feelings about 
being Muslims, practicing their religious rituals and 
running their lives according to the teachings of Islam. 
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CHAPTER 5. THE FINDINGS 
The findings of this study generally indicate that 
changes are taking place within the Saudi family at the 
present time. Changes have become visible in the family 
situation as technology has become more available in the 
house, as family income has increased, as education has 
increased for boys and girls, and as better medical care and 
communication systems have become available. Marriage 
arrangements within the Saudi family and family size have 
also changed. The age of marriage has increased, mate 
selection has become the responsibility of the person himself 
and not his family, and the marriage of cousins has decreased. 
The family functions have been changed dramatically as the 
economic and educational functions have been transferred to 
other institutions in the society. 
The study also shows that changes in the authority of 
the family have occurred and have led to a more democratic 
structure. Also, the study findings indicate changes in the 
importance of some roles as played by the husband and wife in 
present society. 
Changes within the Saudi family will be measured by 
assessing the differences between the old and young families' 
responses to the questionnaire items. These differences and 
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their statistical significance levels are presented in Table 
73 by order of importance: 
50 percent or more change is considered great, 
25 percent or more change is considered moderate, 
10 percent or more change is considered minimal, 
less than 10 percent change is considered little or no change. 
Changes in the Family Situation 
Several changes can be seen within the Saudi family as 
this study findings indicate. Many aspects of the Saudi 
family today aren't the same as those of the past. 
Changes in quality of life; Hypothesis 1 
Hypothesis 1. Due to economic development and moderniza­
tion in Saudi Arabia, perceived quality of life has 
improved over time and this has influenced family living 
conditions. This perception is shared by members of 
both family types. 
As a result of economic prosperity, the Saudi society 
has witnessed many changes which consequently were reflected 
in improved family living conditions. Indicators which can 
point to the direction of these changes include: 
1. Increased income 
The huge revenues gained from oil production and 
industrialization have improved individuals' incomes in all 
156 
sectors of the soicety. As indicated by the study findings 
(Table 26), the majority of the respondents of both families 
mentioned that income has increased and can also be seen as a 
change that will affect the Saudi family. Eighty-four percent 
of the husbands and 92 percent of the wives of the old 
Saudi families, along with 92.3 percent of the husbands and 
84.7 percent of the wives of the young families indicated 
that income had increased. 
2. Increased levels of education for boys and girls 
Education has improved in Saudi Arabia as a result of 
economic prosperity. All levels of education have improved 
and increased in quantity and quality for both boys and girls. 
The study findings indicate (Table 26) that the majority of 
the respondents saw it as a significant change characterizing 
Saudi society today. More than 90 percent of the members of 
both families agreed that increases in these types of 
education had occurred in the present time, especially in 
girls' education which has become widespread, after girls 
had been excluded from education in the past. The study 
findings related to girls' education indicate (Tables 29 and 
30) that more than 95 percent of the husbands and wives of 
both families saw it more widespread than in the past 
(Tables 31 and 32). Another indication of the change is 
that members of the young Saudi family have higher levels of 
157 
education than members of the old family, as mentioned in 
Chapter Four in the section discussing the respondents' 
backgrounds. 
3. Building a home with a government loan 
With increased wealth in the country, and a consequent 
increase in family income levels, anyone who has a piece of 
land is eligible to apply for a loan to build a home for his 
family. This was a significant change in the sense that 
cities and villages have expanded and modern buildings can be 
seen everywhere in the country. Our findings related to this 
type of change (Table 26) indicated that the majority of our 
respondents saw this change as occurring and making an impact 
on the Saudi family. Almost 100 percent of the husbands of 
both families, 95.3 percent of the wives of the old family, 
and 89 percent of the wives of the young family mentioned 
the help of the government in providing loans in building 
homes for Saudi families. With these loans, the Saudi family 
has become able to own a modern house, equipped with modern 
facilities and services. 
4. Labor saving devices at home 
The availability of several technological devices in 
the Saudi household today is another index of change that 
has taken place in the country after economic prosperity. 
The Saudi house includes many devices that help the family 
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to do many things around the house and save time, such as a 
refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, washer and dryer, sewing 
machine, and gas stove. The study findings (Table 26) show 
that more than 90 percent of the respondents, males and 
females of both families, indicated the availability of these 
services in the Saudi home at the present time. 
5. Better medical care 
Health services, as represented by hospitals and health 
care centers, have improved and increased in number in the 
Saudi society. Health services which were offered in many 
developed countries are now available in Saudi Arabia. The 
availability of these services was indicated by the study 
findings as another change that can be recognized within mod­
ern Saudi society. As shown in Table 26, 95 percent of the 
husbands and wives of the old family and 92 percent of the 
husbands and 87 percent of the wives of the young families 
mentioned the availability of better medical care in the 
society as a result of economic development. Consequently, 
the family receives better medical care at the present time. 
6. Better communication and transportation systems 
The communication systems in the country have improved 
and resemble those available in developed countries. 
Telephones, telex, and other forms of mass media cover the 
entire country with the help of satellite services. Also, 
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cars, airplanes and other forms of transportation are avail­
able to serve the family. The study findings (Table 26) 
indicate that 97.3 percent of husbands and 94.3 percent of 
wives of the old families, and 99 percent of husbands and 
90 percent of wives of the young families saw the avail­
ability of better communication and transportation systems 
as a change occurring in the society due to economic progress. 
7. More luxuries 
As indicated by the study findings (Table 26), more than 
90 percent of the husbands and more than 80 percent of the 
wives of both families saw the Saudi family to possess more 
luxury items at the present time as a result of the economic 
progress in the country. This can be indicated by owning more 
than what a family needs. As the Saudi family becomes more 
affluent, they use their affluence to get more than their 
basic needs. For example, they may own more than one televi­
sion set or more than one car, or a car for each adult son. 
8. More traveling outside the country 
After the prosperity in the country and the availability 
of modern transportation, Saudis started to travel more to 
other countries and be in contact with other societies and 
cultures. The Saudi people started to spend their vacation 
outside the country. Air transportation connects the Saudi 
people with other people around the world easily and quickly. 
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The study findings related to this matter indicated (Table 
26) that 81.9 percent of the males and females of the old 
families and 84 percent of the males and females of the young 
families mentioned that Saudis currently travel more outside 
the country. 
When the respondents were asked about whether or not 
husbands took their vacations alone, the findings (Table 26) 
indicated that only 36 percent of the husbands and 44 percent 
of the wives of the old families and 38.3 percent of the 
husbands and 43.7 percent of the wives of the young families 
stated that they did. This means that not only husbands have 
the opportunity to visit other countries but also other 
members of the family. Further, as indicated earlier 
(Chapter Four), the young Saudi families travel more outside 
the country than the old families. 
Thus, all these changes which have occurred after 
economic development in the Saudi society are reflected in a 
better quality of life for the Saudi family at the present 
time. These findings generally lend support to our 
hypothesis that improved Saudi family living conditions 
have been influenced by economic development and moderniza­
tion in the country at the present time. 
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Marriage arrangements; Hypothesis 2 
Hypothesis 2. Due to economic and social development 
in the Saudi society, preferred marriage arrangements in 
the present time are different from those in the past. 
Marriage arrangements within the Saudi family today are 
indicated by the study findings to be different from those 
practiced in the past. Among the differences are the 
following. 
1. The age of marriage 
The age of marriage has increased, representing an 
alteration in society. The findings related to the ideal 
age for marriage indicated (Tables 2 7 and 28) only 15 percent 
of the husbands and 23.3 percent of the wives of the old 
families said that the best age for marriage for the husband 
is 20 years of age or older. Similarly, 23.1 percent of the 
husbands and 13.3 percent of the wives indicated that the 
best age for marriage for the wife is 20 years of age or 
older. 
In contrast to the old family members' answers, the 
young family members typically saw the best age for 
marriage for the husband and wife to be 20 years of age or 
older. As presented in Table 27, more than 90 percent of the 
males and females of the young families said that the best 
age for marriage for the husband is 20 years of age or older. 
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and 93 percent of the males and 89.6 percent of the females 
responded in the same way for the wife. The differences in 
the percentages in this case are dramatic, with an 82.7 
percent difference between the husbands and a 71.4 percent 
difference between the wives. Similarly, the differences 
in regard to the best age for marriage for the wife are 
69.9 percent between the husbands and 79 percent between the 
wives of the two family types. 
Early-age marriage was considered characteristic of 
the Saudi family in the past. It was seen as a widespread 
phenomenon among families of the past, but decreasing 
steadily as time passed. As shown in Tables 29 and 30, 
almost all husbands and wives of both family types said 
that this phenomenon was widespread in the past. 
In contrast, the findings for the prevalence of early-
age marriage in the present show (Table 31) that almost all 
males and females of the old families see it as less common 
today. In Table 32, 98.7 percent of the males and 88.3 
percent of the females of the young families mentioned that 
it is also less common among families presently. 
The findings show that a change in the age of marriage 
for the current Saudi family can be recognized, if we know 
that the age of marriage for the Saudi family in the past was 
15 or 16 for the boys and 12 or 13 for the girls. So at 
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present, people get married at an older age than in the past. 
Also, the age when our respondents got married, as presented 
earlier (Chapter Four), indicated that members of the young 
families got married at an older age than members of the 
old families. 
2. Choosing a mate 
Choosing a mate is another dimension of the Saudi family 
that has changed. The family played the major role in 
selecting a wife for its son in the past, but today this has 
changed. The study findings (Table 33) show that choosing 
a wife is the responsibility of the family in the past. The 
findings indicate that the family of the past selected the 
wife and the son was expected to agree and marry the girl 
chosen by his family. 
At the present time, the family role in this matter 
has decreased, as indicated by members of both families and 
has become the responsibility of the man. More than half of 
the males and females of both family types gave this role to 
the groom himself (Table 34). The groom's family was given 
very little support by our respondents regarding this matter 
in the present day. This means the less involvement of the 
family in choosing its son's wife. 
One important thing related to this issue that needs to 
be clarified is that, when a man chooses his wife, it doesn't 
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mean that he will not need his family's assistance any 
more. The family still has the role of providing its son 
with information about several girls and he has to choose 
the one he prefers, the one who has the characteristics he 
likes and wants in a wife. Gathering information about 
different girls is the role of the female members of the 
family (mother, sister, aunt), because meetings between 
unmarried men and women are not permissible according to the 
vlaues of the society. Furthermore, the family still has 
the role in completing marriage arrangements, such as 
betrothal and the wedding celebration. 
3. Prior contact between the bride and groom 
Traditionally, the bride and groom would not see each 
other until the day of the wedding or until after the 
marriage was officiated. But this practice has become less 
dominant in the present day Saudi Arabia as indicated by 
the study findings. As shown (Tables 35 and 36), more than 
90 percent of the males and females of both families said 
that the tradition of never seeing each other until the day 
of the wedding by the bride and groom was less prevalent 
among Saudi families today, and the prospective couple can 
see each other more than in the past. The bride and groom 
must see each other and agree about each other during the 
betrothal period. An important point that must be made 
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about this matter is that Islam assures the right of the 
couple to see each other early during betrothal. The change 
may be attributed to the knowledge people have obtained 
through education about their religion. 
4. The marriage of cousins (son/daughter of two brothers) 
This tradition is declining and became less popular 
among Saudi families at the present time, after being quite 
prevalent in the past. As shown in Table 35, the findings 
show that 98.3 percent of the males and females of the old 
families, along with (Table 36) 91.3 percent of the males and 
91 percent of the females of the young families indicated 
that the tradition of "marriage of cousins" was less dominant 
in Saudi society today. People today tend to marry outside 
the extended family. However, "marriage of cousins" was 
practiced more in the past because the extended family type 
was preferred more and the loyalty to the extended family 
and tribe was cherished more. The family size and property 
were an important concern to the family of the past, in the 
sense that through this type of marriage, family property 
could be kept within the extended family. 
5. Polygamy 
Polygamy is one of the practices that is based on 
religious teachings, but has begun to decline as people 
become aware that they couldn't fulfill the stipulations 
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related to it. As mentioned in the Holy Koran, Allah says, 
Marry women of your choice, two or three or 
four, but if ye fear that ye shall not be able 
to deal justly with them, then only one or a 
captive that your right hands possess. That 
will be more suitable to prevent you from 
doing injustice. 
Thus, polygamy in Islam is optional and justice must be 
applied among the wives for everything, such as food, clothes, 
emotion, and sexual relations. Anyone who prefers this type 
of marriage and does not treat his wives justly, will commit 
a sin and will be punished by God. Polygamy is known to 
prevail mainly during periods of hardship and after wars. 
The findings (Tables 35 and 36) indicate that 78.7 per­
cent of the husbands and 52 percent of the wives of the old 
families and 80.4 percent of the husbands and 65.3 percent of 
the wives of the young families said that polygamy has become 
less dominant in the Saudi society at the present time. 
Thus, from these findings it can be recognized that 
marriage arrangements have undergone substantial changes in 
Saudi society. This also supports the hypothesis that due 
to economic and social development in the country, marriage 
arrangements within the family today are different from 
those in the past. 
^The Holy Koran. Surrah Nissa (The Woman), verse 3. 
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The family functions and activities; Hypotheses 3 and 6 
Hypothesis 3. The importance of selected family 
functions (as perceived by Saudi family members) are 
changing in Saudi society. 
Hypothesis 6. Due to economic development, more Saudi 
women today are working otuside the home than in the 
past. Additionally, attitudes about working women have 
changed over time. 
The family performs many functions for its members and 
for the society. It has basic functions such as reproduction 
of generations, child rearing, and sexual relationships. 
The family also has economic functions which can be seen 
through supporting its members financially and providing 
them with food, clothes and shelter. The family used to be 
a production unit, where it produced most of its members' 
needs. After the spread of industries and technology, 
however, the family has passed many of its historic functions 
to other agencies in the society. Among these functions are 
the economic and educational functions. 
The Saudi family has been affected by economic develop­
ment in the country and has transferred some of its functions 
to other agencies in the society such as schools, the market, 
industries and corporations. 
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The study findings about the comparative importance of 
these functions and activities to the Saudi family will be 
presented as follows. 
1. Economic functions 
The study findings related to these functions emphasize 
the change and the transfer from the family to other agencies 
in the society. 
Preparing bread at home is one of the productive func­
tions which was important to the Saudi family in the past. 
Today it has been transferred to commercial agencies. The 
study findings (Tables 41 and 42) indicate that nearly all 
husbands and wives of both families indicated that this func­
tion was of great importance to the Saudi family in the past. 
At the present time, however, the task is less important to 
the Saudi family. As shown in Tables 43 and 44, nearly all 
husbands and wives of both family types said that this func­
tion is or little or very little importance to the modern 
Saudi family. Bread is now prepared in bakeries outside the 
family domain and the family gets it ready made. In the 
past, the family used to prepare the bread at home. 
Sewing and tailoring clothes at home is another family 
activity that has become less important to the Saudi family. 
The study findings related to this economic activity (Tables 
41 and 42) indicate that more than 90 percent of husbands and 
wives of both family types saw it to be of great importance 
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to the Saudi family in the past. All family members now have 
their clothes made in tailoring shops outside the family. 
As shown in Tables 43 and 44, nearly all husbands and wives 
of both family types said that this activity is of little 
importance to the Saudi family at the present time. 
Keeping animals (cows, goats, chickens) for food produc­
tion is another economic activity which was practiced by most 
of the families in Saudi Arabia in the past and was of great 
importance to them. The study findings regarding this 
activity (Tables 41 and 42) indicate that it was of great 
importance to the Saudi family in the past. Almost all hus­
bands and wives of both family types saw this activity as im­
portant to the family of the past. In contrast, keeping ani­
mals at home has lost its importance to most families at the 
present time. As shown in Tables 43 and 44, more than 90 per­
cent of the males and females of both families said that this 
activity is now of little importance to Saudi families. 
Maintaining the home has also been transferred to 
professional agencies outside the family. When the home 
needs any maintenance, the family generally gets help from 
outside. For example, painting, decorating, plumbing, or 
electrical work are jobs done by professional people and the 
the family calls them when needed. In the past, some of 
these jobs were done by family members because they had the 
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time, but may not have had the money to pay other people. 
As indicated in Tables 41 and 42, more than 90 percent of 
the husbands and wives of both families mentioned its impor­
tance to the family in the past, while in Tables 43 and 44, 
more than 95 percent of the husbands of both families and 
more than 90 percent of the wives of both families mentioned 
its decreasing importance at the present time. 
The family relies almost solely on the market for its 
supplies at the present time. It has become more a unit of 
consumption than one which combines consumption with pro­
duction, as in the past. Reliance on the market for family 
needs was seen by our respondents as being of little or very 
little importance to the Saudi family of the past, but of 
great or very great importance to the family of the present. 
The study findings indicate (Tables 41 and 42) that more than 
80 percent of the husbands and wives of both families saw 
this function as being of little importance to the family 
of the past, while almost all males and females of both 
families (Tables 43 and 44) indicated its great or very 
great importance to the Saudi family at the present time. 
Employment outside of the family domain has increased 
as a result of development and many opportunities have become 
available for people in many sectors of the society. When 
the family was the production unit, most people worked with 
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their families in agriculture, commerce, or small apprentice­
ships. But today's more highly educated people look for 
jobs that match their education and experience, in many 
cases leaving their extended families to work and hold 
positions in the society, particularly after the industrial­
ization and commercialization of Saudi society. 
The study findings related to this function indicate 
(Tables 41 and 42) that 65.7 percent of the husbands and 
79.3 percent of the wives of the old families and 84.3 
percent of the husbands and 85 percent of the wives of the 
young families mentioned that securing a job outside of the 
family was of little importance to the Saudi family of the 
past. In Tables 43 and 44, almost all males and females of 
both old and young families indicated that it is of great and 
very great importance to be employed outside the family 
domain at the present time. 
The role of the family in choosing the jobs of its 
children has declined. The children now can select careers 
based upon their education and experience. The study findings 
(Table 39) show that 58.3 percent of the males and 66.7 
percent of the females of the old families mentioned that 
the young person felt compelled to choose the job that his 
parents preferred. The findings for the young family members 
indicated a different pattern. As shown (Table 40), only 
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4 percent of the males and 12.3 percent of the females of the 
young families said that the person must choose the job his 
parents prefer. The difference in this case represents 
a significant change in the Saudi family. Saudis today 
are more aware of the factors that affect their lives because 
they are educated and know of many things outside the extended 
family domain. The family has become less involved in this 
matter as job requirements have come to depend more on the 
person's achievements than his ascriptive characteristics. 
Related to this issue is the family function of status 
conferral. Today this function has changed and new factors 
have become important in determining the status of the young 
Saudi man and woman. The study findings indicate (Table 37) 
that 47 percent of the husbands and 45 percent of the wives 
of the old families, along with more than half of the 
husbands and wives of the young families stated that educa­
tion is a determinant of the status of the young Saudi man 
at the present time. Also, as shown in Table 37, 45 percent 
of the males and 45.3 percent of the females of the old 
families and 41 percent of the males and 38.7 percent of 
the females of the young families indicated that wealth is 
seen as a status determinant for the young Saudi man today. 
For the young Saudi woman, education was indicated to 
be more important in determining her status at the present 
173 
time. As shown in Table 38, 62 percent of the husbands and 
65.3 percent of the wives of the old families and 71.3 
percent of the husbands and 70.3 percent of the wives of the 
young families said that education is considered as a status 
determinant for the young Saudi woman today. 
The significant thing about these findings is that the 
family is now considered as less important in the conferral 
of status for the young Saudi man and woman. This represents 
another change within the modern Saudi family as the family 
is no longer considered as the sole, or even the most impor­
tant status determinant for men and women. 
From the above findings, a change in the economic 
function of the family is emphasized as families today don't 
prepare bread, sew or tailor clothes, keep animals at home 
for food production or paint the house when necessary. 
Change also is indicated when families rely more on the 
market and seek employment outside the family. It is also 
emphasized that the family is less involved in choosing a 
job for its members and is no longer the sole source of 
social status. 
2. Rearing children 
This function is still considered among the basic 
functions of the family. The study findings indicate its 
importance to the Saudi family of the past and also at the 
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present time. As shown (Tables 41 and 42), more than 90 
percent of the males and females of both families said that 
this function was of great or very great importance to 
the traditional Saudi family. At the same time, as shown 
in Tables 43 and 44, more than 90 percent of the husbands 
and wives of the old families, along with 93.3 percent of 
the husbands and 87 percent of the wives of the young 
families accorded this function the same importance to 
the Saudi family at the present time. 
The important thing about this function now is the 
question of how it is performed and the involvement of other 
social agencies in the child's socialization and education. 
The best way of rearing children today is considered to 
involve both the husband and wife as they cooperate in 
performing this function. The study findings indicate 
(Table 45) that only 21.3 percent of the husbands and 17.7 
percent of the wives of the old families said that the best 
way of rearing children involves both the father and mother, 
while 95.7 percent of the husbands and 92.7 percent of the 
wives of the young families indicate that joint involvement 
is best. Percentage differences are 74.4 percent between 
the husbands and 75 percent between the wives of the two 
family types. 
175 
Another way of analyzing these findings is to compare 
the mean scores. The husbands (1.67) and the wives (1.63) 
of the old families (out of 3 points) place them close to 
the category of "the way of the father as the best way of 
rearing children." The scores for the husbands (2.91) and 
the wives (2.88) of the young families place them close to 
the category of "the way of both parents as the best way of 
rearing children." Thus, cooperation between the couple in 
socializing their children is becoming more important as 
they are both better educated, especially the wife, and they 
are utilizing their educational training to provide the 
society with more useful members. 
Educating and socializing children is not the sole 
responsibility of the family in today's Saudi society, as 
other agencies such as schools and the mass media are 
involved. Schools, as we know, are very important in 
educating and developing children's lives. This is clear 
at the present time in Saudi society, as well as elsewhere in 
the world. However, getting help from schools wasn't always 
of great importance to the Saudi family as education was 
limited and traditional. But today, as education increases 
in quantity and quality, schools have come to have greater 
importance to the families in developing and educating 
their children. The study findings (Tables 41 and 42) show 
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that 81.3 percent of the males and 79 percent of the females 
of the old families and 78.6 percent of the males and 86.3 
percent of the females of the young families mentioned that 
schools as an aid in children's development were of little 
or very little importance to the families in the past. For 
the present time, as shown in Tables 43 and 44, more than 
97 percent of the husbands and wives of both families saw 
the school's importance as great or very great to the Saudi 
family. 
The mass media also affects children. Through many 
programs and services, the mass media takes care of children 
and develops their talents. Children's programs on tele­
vision and radio contribute to educating children and 
developing their talents and abilities in a more complemen­
tary way to the home and schools. The study findings show 
(Tables 46 and 47) that the influence of the mass media in 
taking care of children and developing their talents within 
the Saudi family was generally of great or very great impor­
tance as indicated by 76.3 percent of the males and 78.7 
percent of the females of the old families and 78.4 percent 
of the males and 74 percent of the females of the young 
families responding in this fashion. 
Thus, from these findings, it can be seen that the 
husband and wife are more involved together in rearing their 
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children in the present than in the past. Also, schools 
and mass media are more involved today in the educational 
function for children than in the past. 
3. Women's work 
Women are working outside the home in several areas in 
Saudi Arabia today. They participate in jobs that are 
related to women in the society and they perform these jobs 
in an atmosphere which is separated from men. The study 
findings for the phenomenon of women's working outside the 
home show (Tables 29 and 30) that 85.3 percent of the husbands 
and 93.3 percent of the wives of the old families, along with 
more than 90 percent of the husbands and wives of the young 
families said that women's work outside the home was more 
limited among Saudi families of the past. In contrast, 
as shown in Tables 31 and 32, more than 90 percent of the 
husbands and wives of both families mentioned the widespread 
nature of this phenomenon among modern Saudi families. 
In today's Saudi society, women's jobs are related to 
special areas, for example, teaching at girls' schools, 
taking care of other women in hospitals, or providing social 
services to families and women in the community. Women in 
Saudi society still cannot perform jobs which might bring 
them face to face with men, such as being a secretary. 
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Women working outside the home is seen as an activity 
that is of great importance to the present-day Saudi family. 
The study findings indicate (Tables 41 and 42) that 84.7 
percent of the males and 92.3 percent of the females of the 
old families and more than 90 percent of the males and 
females of the young families saw this activity to be of 
little or very little importance to Saudi families in the 
past. In contrast, as shown in Tables 43 and 44, more than 
90 percent of husbands and wives of both families mentioned 
that women's work outside the home is of great or very great 
importance to the Saudi families in the present. Thus, more 
women are working outside the home today than in the past. 
Having children affects the woman's work outside the 
home in the Saudi society. Feelings about the work of the 
married woman with children is different from those related 
to the married woman who is without children. The study 
findings indicate (Table 48) that only 13.3 percent of the 
husbands and 14.6 percent of the wives of the old families 
agree or strongly agree that married women without children 
should work, while 71 percent of the husbands and 82 percent 
of the wives of the young families have the same feeling. 
The differences, which indicate more current agreement about 
the work of women without children are 57.7 percent between 
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the husbands and 67.4 percent between the wives of the old 
and young families. 
The feelings about the work of a married woman who has 
children seems to be the same for both families, as they 
largely disagree. The study findings indicate (Table 49) 
that more than 90 percent of the males and females of the 
old families and more than 70 percent of the males and 
females of the young families disagree or strongly disagree 
that it is appropriate for a woman who has children to work. 
The feeling is that it is better for the woman who has 
children to stay home and take care of her children rather 
than leaving them behind for the sake of work. 
An important point to be emphasized here concerns the 
feelings about the work patterns of the childless woman. 
In the past, women didn't work outside the home because they 
were not prepared in terms of education and experience. 
The current situation for this category of Saudi women 
represents a significant societal change. 
The male respondents were asked to indicate whether 
their wives were currently working or had ever worked in the 
past; the female respondents were asked the same thing. 
The study findings show (Table 50) that only 13 percent of 
the husbands of the old families indicated the participation 
of their wives in the work force, and 14 percent of the wives 
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of the old families indicated their own participation in the 
work force. In contrast, as shown in the same table, more 
than half of the husbands of the young families indicated 
their wives' participation in the work force and more than 
half of the wives also indicated their own involvement. 
Percentage differences of 43 percent between the 
husbands and 40 percent between the wives of both families 
indicate a substantial change in this pattern. 
Women work outside the home for several reasons. When 
our respondents were asked about why women work, the findings 
indicate (Table 51) that 43.7 percent of the males and 36 
percent of the females of the old families said that women 
work in order to earn money, while 13.7 percent of the males 
and 27.3 percent of the females of the old families said 
that they work to contribute to the country's development. 
Also, 27.7 percent of the males and 29 percent of the 
females said the reason was to occupy leisure time. 
For the young families, as shown in Table 51, 53.7 
percent of the husbands and 44.3 percent of the wives in­
dicated that women work in order to contribute to the 
country's development, while 31 percent of the husbands and 
32.3 percent of the wives said that women work to earn money. 
Also, 13 percent of the husbands and 15 percent of the wives 
said that women work to occupy their leisure time. 
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Saudi women are now participating in the development of 
the society in which they live, bringing to it the benefits 
of their education and training and a new social awareness. 
This can be recognized from the differences between the two 
families in looking at work as a way to contribute to the 
society's development. These differences amount to 40 
percent for the husbands and 17 percent for the wives in 
a comparison of the old and young families. 
By earning money, the Saudi women increase the family 
income so the family can more fully respond to the needs of 
its members. But this job is not obligatory for the wife 
in the Saudi society because the husband is the one who is 
responsible for earning the living and supporting the 
family financially. Also, through investing leisure time 
by working, the women contribute to the development of the 
country. 
4. Hiring foreigners to do family jobs 
Following the prosperity and development of the Saudi 
society, some new characteristics have emerged in the nation. 
As the people became affluent, they started to hire foreign­
ers to work around the house and do the jobs of the mother 
or the father. Saudi families hire maids and drivers to 
assist them. These foreigners are imported from different 
countries, some of which are Arabian countries, such as 
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Egypt, and others of which are Asian, such as Thailand and 
the Phillipines. Following the economic prosperity in Saudi 
Arabia, more foreigners have been brought in to work within 
the Saudi household which represents a trend in the society 
that was not seen in the past. As the study findings 
indicate (Table 26), more than 90 percent of the husbands 
and wives of the old families and the husbands of the young 
families along with 88 percent of the wives of the young 
families said that hiring foreigners is a change influenced 
by economic development. During this time, many business 
agencies started offering their services to import foreigners 
to work with Saudi families. So those who were interested 
in having foreign maids or drivers could fill out an 
application and pay the money, and within two months, the 
foreigners would arrive. Using foreigners at home is seen 
to be widespread among Saudi families at the present time. 
Almost all husbands and wives of both families mentioned 
that this phenomenon was less common among Saudi families 
in the past (Tables 29 and 30). In contrast, as shown in 
Tables 31 and 32, nearly all males and females of both 
families said that the presence of foreign servants at home 
is widespread among Saudi families at the present time. 
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Family size; Hypothesis 4 
Hypothesis 4. The form of the Saudi family in the 
present time has shown substantial changes. 
The size of the Saudi family has also been affected by 
development. With the physical and social movement associated 
with changes in employment and education, and as the nuclear 
unit has become more economically independent, the size of 
the family has decreased to include only the nuclear family 
instead of the extended family of the past. The study 
findings indicate (Tables 29 and 30) that more than 99 
percent of the husbands and wives of both families mentioned 
that the pattern of more than two or three generations 
living in the same house was widespread among Saudi families 
in the past. At the present time, as shown in Tables 31 
and 32, 92 percent of the husbands and 85.3 percent of the 
wives of the old families and 90 percent of the males and 
89 percent of the females of the young families said that 
more than two or three generations living in the same house 
became less common in Saudi society. Increasingly, the 
Saudi household contains only members of the nuclear family. 
Related to family size is controlling the number of 
children to take better care of them, a phenomenon which is 
visible in Saudi society today. The study findings indicate 
that this phenomenon was less common among Saudi families 
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in the past. As shown in Tables 29 and 30, almost all 
husbands and wives of both families said that controlling the 
number of children to take better care of them was less 
widespread in Saudi society in the past. In contrast, as 
shown in Tables 31 and 32, 84.6 percent of the males and 87.3 
percent of the females of the old families and 94.3 percent 
of the males and 85 percent of the females of the young 
families mentioned that this phenomenon is widespread today 
in the Saudi society. Here is another instance of change 
within the Saudi family; it is generally known that people 
in the past never thought of controlling the number of 
children or organizing the spacing of their children. 
The feeling about controlling the number of children gen­
erally comes from a feeling of necessity. The study findings 
show (Table 55) that only 22 percent of the husbands and 17 
percent of the wives of the old families indicated the neces­
sity to control the number of children. In contrast, the 
findings for the young families indicate (Table 56) that 83 
percent of the husbands and 88.7 percent of the wives men­
tioned the necessity of controlling the number of children in 
order to take better care of them. Thus, today, the young 
families control the number of children more than the old fam­
ilies, which represents a significant social change within the 
Saudi family. The differences between the old and young fami­
lies ran 61 percent for husbands and 71.7 percent for wives. 
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The study findings related to the preferred number 
of children show (Table 57) that 81.3 percent of the 
husbands and 82.3 percent of the wives of the old families 
prefer to have six children or more, while 58 percent 
of the husbands and 30.7 percent of the wives of the young 
families prefer to have this large a family. Thus, having 
more children seems to be preferred more by the old families 
than the young families. In the past, large families 
meant higher social and economic status in the society, 
but today the family ho longer is the source of such 
status. 
The authority within the Saudi family; Hypothesis 5 
Hypothesis 5. The authority structure within the 
Saudi family today is more democratic than in the 
past. 
a. Specifically, the husbands and wives of the young 
families make more joint decisions about hiring a 
servant, buying or changing furniture, what house 
to buy/rent, how much money to spend on food, what 
doctor to call when someone is sick, where to go 
on vacation, what car to get and what job the 
husband should take, when compared to the husbands 
and wives of the old families. 
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b. Sharing in the decisions about family matters is 
more important to the young Saudi families than the 
old families. 
The authority of the Saudi husband and wife was examined 
by using Blood's scale of marital power. The respondents 
were asked to indicate who makes the final decision about 
various matters related to the family. The findings 
concerning changes in marital authority can be observed by 
comparing the attitudes of the old families with those of 
the young families. 
The study findings concerning the authority pattern 
of the Saudi family indicate that making decisions about 
family affairs has become largely a shared matter between 
the husband and wife. The study findings show a mean score 
of 4.12 for the husbands and 4.18 for the wives of the old 
families (out of 5 points; 1 = the wife always makes the 
decision, 2 = the wife more than husband makes the decision, 
3 = the husband and wife make the decision together, 4 = 
the husband more than wife makes the decision, 5 = the husband 
always makes the decision), indicating that the husband 
makes the decision about family affairs more than the wife. 
For the young families, the findings show a mean score of 
3.42 for the husbands and 3.35 for the wives, indicating 
that decisions about family affairs are made by the husband 
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and wife together. The differences between these scores 
represent a change in the authority. The differences between 
the young family members and the old family members related 
to the authority are 0.7 for the husbands and 0.83 for the 
wives as shown in Tables 58 and 59. These differences 
indicate that there has been a shift in the authority 
pattern from one controlled by the husband more to one 
characterized by equal involvement of both husbands and 
wives in decisions related to family affairs. 
The findings about each item will be presented separately 
in order to clarify more about authority and decision making 
within the Saudi fmaily. From Tables 60 and 61, it can be 
seen that there is more agreement among members of the young 
than the old Saudi families about sharing decisions in the 
following areas: hiring a servant, buying and changing 
furniture, which house to take, whether the wife should go 
to work or quit work, the money that the family can afford 
to spend for food, what doctor to have when someone is sick, 
and where to go on a vacation. The opinions of the old 
family differ from this pattern as they typically indicated 
that it is the husband more than the wife or the husband 
always who makes the final decision about these matters. 
In the case of hiring a servant for the family, the 
findings indicate (Table 60) that only 9.3 percent of the 
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husbands and 8.3 percent of the wives of the old family 
indicate that the husband and wife together have the 
authority to make the decision. For members of the young 
families (Table 61), on the other hand, 92.3 percent of the 
husbands and 89.7 percent of the wives indicated that this 
decision is made by the husband and wife together. Thus, 
it seems that the members of the young families are more 
likely to share decisions about hiring a servant for the 
family. The differences between the old and young families 
are substantial with an 83 percent difference for the 
husbands and an 81.4 percent difference for the wives. 
For the case of buying and changing home furnishings, 
the study findings show (Table 60) that only 24 percent of 
the husbands and 5.3 percent of the wives of the old families 
stated that this decision will be made by the husband and 
wife together. The findings for the young families show 
(Table 61) that 92.3 percent of the males and 90.7 percent 
of the females mentioned that buying or changing the furni­
ture is a decision made equally by the husband and wife. 
Again, there are wide differences between the two families; 
68.3 percent between the husbands of the old and young 
families and 78.4 percent between the wives. These differ­
ences point to the changes taking place in the authority 
structure within the Saudi family as members of the young 
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families participate jointly in this decision making area 
in contrast to a male-centered decision making pattern in 
the old families. 
Making decisions about the wife's involvement in the 
labor force, the study findings indicate (Table 60) that 
only 2 7 percent of the husbands and 14.7 percent of the 
wives of the old family indicated that this decision would 
be shared by the couple. For the young families, 90.7 
percent of the males and 85.3 percent of the females said 
that this decision will be made by the husband and wife 
together (Table 61). The differences between the two 
families are 63.7 percent for the husbands and 70.6 percent 
for the wives and stand as an additional instance of change 
within the Saudi family. 
For decisions about the money that the family can afford 
to spend on food, the findings indicate that this decision 
is shared more by the young family members than the old 
family members. As shown in Table 60, only 22 percent of 
the males and 18.7 percent of the females of the old families 
indicated sharing this decision by the husband and wife 
contrasted with 90.3 percent of the husbands and 84.7 percent 
of the wives of the young families stating that this decision 
is made by the couple together. Once again, the differences 
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are great; a 68.3 percentage difference for the husbands and 
66 percentage difference for the wives. 
Concerning the case of which doctor to see when someone 
is sick, the findings also indicated a change in the pattern 
of decision making. As shown in Table 60, only 15.7 percent 
of the males and 6.3 percent of the females of the old family 
said that this decision is made by the husband and wife 
together. But the findings for the young family members 
indicate a substantial difference. As shown in Table 61, 
87 percent of the husbands and 84.3 percent of the wives 
mentioned that a decision about a doctor is made by the 
couple together. The differences in this case are 71.3 
percent for the husbands and 78 percent for the wives. 
For decisions about vacation planning, the study 
findings indicate (Table 60) that only 25 percent of the 
males and 21.7 percent of the females of the old families 
said that this is a joint decision. However, by a rather 
substantial margin, younger families reported making this 
decision together (Table 61). Ninety-seven percent of the 
males and 94.7 percent of the females of the young families 
indicated that making a decision about a vacation is the 
joint responsibility of the husband and wife. As in the 
other cases discussed so far, there are rather significant 
differences between the two family types with an overall 
191 
percentage difference of 72.3 percent for the husbands and 
73 percent for the wives. 
After analyzing these findings, it can be concluded 
that change in the authority structure of the Saudi household 
has occurred and that in most cases the magnitude of the 
change is rather dramatic. In all cases discussed so far, 
the movement is toward a more democratic decision making 
pattern. The average differences for these cases are 67.6 
percent for the husbands of both families, and 74.8 percent 
for the wives of both families (Table 62), which underscores 
the trend toward equlity in decision making. 
Other decision making areas were more typically seen 
by our respondents as dominated by the husband. For example, 
in the case of choosing a car and the selection of the 
husband's career, the study findings show no difference 
between the old families and the young families. As shown in 
Tables 60 and 61, nearly all husbands and wives of the old 
families and 90 percent of the husbands and 80.3 percent of 
the wives of the young families mentioned that this decision 
is either made by the husband more often than the wife or 
that the husband always makes the decision. 
In the case of what job the husband should take, the 
study findings indicate (Tables 60 and 61) that almost all re­
spondents of both families leave this decision to the husband. 
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On the basis of these findings, it can be concluded 
that fundamental changes have taken place in the Saudi family, 
particularly in the authority structure and decision making. 
The new authority pattern, which emphasizes sharing of 
decisions about family affairs by the husband and wife, is 
becoming very popular in the modern Saudi family. As indi­
cated in Table 53, only 10.7 percent of the husbands and 
5 perdent of the wives of the old families said that sharing 
decisions about family affairs by all members of the family 
is of great or very great importance. For the young families, 
on the other hand, the findings show (Table 63) that 87.4 
percent of the husbands and 91 percent of the wives stated 
that sharing these decisions by all members of the family 
is of great or very great importance. 
The differences between the husbands and wives of the 
two family types are similar in magnitude, with a difference 
of 76.7 percent (husbands) and 86 percent (wives). Another 
way of demonstrating the differences is through a comparison 
of means. Out of a total 5 points, husbands and wives of 
the old families scored 2.4 and 1.78, respectively, indi­
cating little importance accorded to joint decision making 
in the area of family affairs. On the other hand, the mean 
scores for the husbands and wives of the young families are 
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4.29 and 4.4, indicating considerably more agreement with 
the joint decision making pattern. 
In summary, significant changes in the woman's situation 
in Saudi Arabia, namely increased education and occupational 
opportunities, are having a profound impact on the Saudi 
family. While in the past Saudi women performed domestic 
tasks without payment, they are now increasingly involved 
in the work force and are regularly bringing resources into 
the family. Also, the educated woman knows more about family 
affairs and her education gives her increased access to 
participation in the decision making process in her family. 
Saudi women are now contributing to the decision making 
process as never before, particularly about matters related 
to the family outside the home, such as doing shopping for 
the family, arranging the children's visits with medical 
doctors, and representing the family in social associations 
for women. They are also participating more fully in the 
planning of the budget and in buying things for the family, 
which previously was the duty of the husband alone. In 
addition to these functions, the Saudi wife today helps in 
tutoring her children and works as an advisor for them. 
The Saudi wife today practices more effective methods 
of child socialization by introducing new ideas and methods 
and is also applying ideas that she has learned to her 
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household, for example, in the arrangement and decoration 
of the house. 
The Saudi wife of today has the ability and training 
to operate many of the technological devices which the 
uneducated women of the past could not do. As examples, 
the telephone, the VCR, the microwave oven and many other 
labor-saving devices are now available and act to free the 
woman for pursuits outside the household. 
The husband's and wife's roles: Hypothesis 7 
Hypothesis 7. Family role relationships are undergoing 
change in Saudi society and are reflected in the 
differential attitudes of old and young family members. 
The husband and wife enact many roles within the family 
unit. A list of these roles are included in Hurvitz's Scale 
of Marital Roles Inventory (MRI) which will be used to 
assess the division of resopnsibility in the modern Saudi 
family. 
Husband's roles The study findings indicate that 
while the roles that are included in the MRI are important 
to both the old and young Saudi husbands, some of them have 
gained in importance at the present time. 
The role of being a companion to his wife has gained 
in importance. As shown in Tables 64 and 65, 42.7 percent 
195 
of the husbands of the old families said that being a 
companion to their wives is important while 43 percent of 
the wives of the old families saw this as an important role 
for their husbands to play. 
For the young Saudi families (Tables 66 and 67), 84 
percent of the husbands stated that this role is of great 
importance, while 84 percent of the wives desired their 
husbands to carry out this role. The findings thus emphasize 
that companionship is becoming a more important role in the 
modern Saudi family. 
In the case of the husband's assistance with domestic 
tasks, only 35 percent of the husbands of the old families 
mentioned that it is of great or very great importance that 
they assist their wives with work around the house if their 
help is needed. A very similar pattern (27.3 percent) 
prevails for the wives (Tables 64 and 65). 
In contrast, 87.3 percent of the husbands of the young 
families said that assisting with housework is of great or 
very great importance to them while 82.3 percent of the wives 
felt this way. The percentage differences between the old 
and young families are 52.3 percent for the husbands and 45 
percent for the wives. Thus, assisting the wife with 
domestic chores is much more characteristic of this family 
type, especially where the wife works outside the home. 
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For the case of making a decision after a discussion 
about family affairs, the study findings indicate an increase 
in the importance to members of the young Saudi families. 
As shown (Tables 64 and 65), only 22.7 percent of the 
husbands and 25.3 percent of the wives of the old families 
stated that family discussions of decision making about 
things related to the family are of great or very great 
importance to them. The findings for the young family show 
(Tables 66 and 67) that 76,7 percent of the husbands and 73.7 
percent of the wives indicated that making decisions after 
discussion is of great or very great importance to them. 
From these findings, the involvement of family members in the 
decision making process through discussions is seen to be of 
greater importance to the young family members than to old 
family members. Percentage differences in this case are 
54 percent for the husbands and 48 percent for the wives. 
Concerning the role of managing family income and 
finances, the study findings indicate that among the old 
families 89.6 percent of the husbands said that it is of 
great or very great importance to them that they manage 
family finances. Eighty-seven percent of the wives agreed 
that this should be primarily the husband's role (Tables 
64 and 65). 
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In contrast, only 54 percent of the husbands and 51 
percent of the wives of the young families indicated that 
this function should be performed solely by the husband 
(Tables 66 and 67). Managing the family income and finances 
is a role that is clearly perceived differently by the 
husbands of the young families as indicated by the increased 
openness to the participation of the wife. The differences 
between the young and old families are 35.6 percent for the 
husbands and 36 percent for the wives. As the wife becomes 
more highly educated and increasingly participates in the 
labor force, it is more likely that she will share in the 
management of family income and finances. 
In the area of childhood socialization (being their 
child's friend, teacher and guide) the study findings 
indicate that husbands of the young families are more recep­
tive to functioning in this role. Fifty-one percent of the 
husbands of the old families said that fulfilling this role 
is of great or very great importance to them. Similarly, 
56.3 percent of the wives of the old families stated their 
preference for their husband's involvement in this role 
(Tables 64 and 65). 
Findings for the young families indicate (Tables 66 
and 67) that 87 percent of the husbands said that assisting 
in child rearing is of great or very great importance to them, 
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while 87 percent of the wives felt that it was appropriate 
that their husbands be involved in carrying out this role. 
The magnitude of differences between the old and young 
families is significant, with a 35.7 percent difference 
between the husbands and a 30.7 percent difference between 
the wives. 
Husbands and wives of the younger families target such 
areas as companionship, child rearing, and assisting with 
housework as dimensions of family life that are becoming 
increasingly important for the husband. Also, the younger 
families seem to be more receptive to increased involvement 
of the wife in family finances while agreeing that family 
discussion is important prior to making decisions that affect 
the family. 
There are other roles that continue to be dominated by 
the husband. As indicated by small differences between the 
young and old families, traditional patterns continue to 
hold in the areas of household repairs, earning the living, 
practicing religious rites, serving as a model of men for 
the children, and representing the family in the community. 
The average percentages of importance of these roles (Tables 
64, 65, 66, and 67) are 89.2 percent for the husbands and 
98.12 percent for the wives of the old families and 85.94 
percent for the husbands and 88.18 percent for the wives of 
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the young families. These averages indicate that these roles 
continue to be the exclusive province of the husband, even 
in today's Saudi society. 
The wife's roles The roles included in this section 
have been traditionally important to the Saudi wife. For 
example, in the areas of helping in earning the family living, 
being a companion to the husband, helping the children to 
grow up by being their friend, teacher and guide, managing 
the family income and finances, and making family decisions 
only after discussion, we see substantial differences between 
the old and young families. The average percentage approval 
for the wife's involvement in these roles (Tables 68, 69, 
70 and 71) are 26.28 percent for the husbands and 32.66 
percent for the wives of the old families, and 75.7 percent 
for the husbands and 80.28 percent for the wives of the young 
families. These differences underscore the increased 
importance of these roles to the Saudi wife in modern Saudi 
Arabia. In the following section, each of these roles will 
be presented separately for increased clarity. 
In the case of helping to earn the family living when the 
husband needs help, the study findings indicate (Tables 68 
and 69) that only 20 percent of the husbands and 30 percent 
of the wives of the old families said that this role is of 
great or very great importance to the Saudi wife. For the 
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young families, as shown in Tables 70 and 71, 64.7 percent 
of the males and 75 percent of the females said that helping 
to support the family is of great or very great importance 
to the Saudi wife. The differences in this case which 
indicate increased openness in the modern age, are 43.3 
percent for the husbands and 45 percent for the wives. 
Women in modern day Saudi Arabia, by more fully par­
ticipating in the workforce, are making use of their 
increased educational status and are contributing signifi­
cantly to the family budget. 
Concerning the role of being a companion to the husband, 
the study findings indicate that Saudi wives accord more 
importance to this role at the present time. As shown in 
Tables 68 and 69, 47.3 percent of the males and 45.3 percent 
of the females of the old families mentioned that being a 
companion to the husband is of great or very great importance 
to the Saudi wife. For the young family members, as in­
dicated in Tables 70 and 71, 86.4 percent of the husbands 
and 88.3 percent of the wives indicate that this role is 
of great or very great importance to them. Percentage 
differences are 39.1 percent for the husbands and 43 percent 
for the wives of both families. These differences cast a 
light on the contemporary Saudi family, as increased 
importance has been given to the wife's involvement in 
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several areas, including companionship where the husband and 
wife increasingly treat each other as friends, consult each 
other about many things, and become generally closer to each 
other. In this setting, each of them cares more about the 
other's opinion, particularly with the increased educational 
attainment of the wife. They trade advice and help each 
other to find solutions to his/her problems. In the past, 
the couple might not even discuss nonfamily affairs. 
In the case of child rearing (being their child's friend, 
teacher and guide) the study indicates more importance for 
the Saudi wives' involvement at the present time. As shown 
in Tables 68 and 69, 51.7 percent of the husbands and 48.7 
percent of the wives of the old families said that helping 
the children to grow up by being their friend, teacher and 
guide is of great or very great importance to the Saudi 
wife. For the young families, as shown in Tables 70 and 71, 
87 percent of the males and 94.4 percent of the females 
mentioned that this role is of great importance to them. 
The differences between the two families are 35.3 
percent for the husbands and 45.7 percent for the wives. 
Increasingly, modern Saudi wives view the factors of being 
their child's friend, teacher and guide as fundamental to the 
socialization experience. This role is of great importance 
to the modern Saudi wife and has undoubtedly been affected by 
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her enhanced educational attainment. With her education, 
she can help them with their education and apply what she 
has learned about effective methods of child rearing. In 
the past, the wife was less educated, if not illiterate, and 
her knowledge was limited. 
Managing the family income and finances has become of 
great importance to the Saudi wife at the present time. 
As the study findings indicate (Tables 68 and 69), only 8 
percent of the husbands and 21 percent of the wives of the 
old family said that the wife's participation in managing 
the family income was of great or very great importance, 
while 75 percent of the husbands and 73 percent of the wives 
of the young families (Tables 70 and 71) emphasized the 
importance of the wife's involvement in carrying out this 
function. 
The differences in these percentages provide further 
evidence of change within the modern Saudi family. The 
percentage differences are 67 percent for the husbands and 
52 percent for the wives of both families. From these 
findings, it can be concluded that there is much more open­
ness to participation in managing the family income and 
finances. 
This change may be attributed to the altered status of 
the Saudi women in today's society. They are educated, 
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working in different sectors of the society, and contributing 
to the family budget. They are also responsible for most 
of the family shopping, especially for children. Thus, 
according to all these factors, the Saudi wife is currently 
more fully participating in managing the family finances. 
Family discussions of decision making show that the wife 
has become more central to the decision making process. As 
shown in Tables 68 and 69, only 4.4 percent of the males and 
18.3 percent of the females of the old families said that 
making a decision about something related to the family 
should involve discussion with the wife, while 65.4 percent 
of the males and 70.7 percent of the females of the young 
families, as indicated in Tables 70 and 71, mentioned the 
same kind of involvement. 
These differences represent a significant change in the 
Saudi family and emphasize that the wives of the young 
families participate more in making decisions about family 
affairs than the wives of the old families. This change in 
the importance of the wife's involvement in the decision 
making apparatus is related to the change in the authority 
structure within the Saudi family which was presented 
earlier in this chapter. It will be recalled that there was 
a tendency within the Saudi family toward sharing the 
decisions about family affairs between the husband and wife 
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and that the idea of sharing decisions by family members was 
seen to be of great importance to the modern Saudi fmaily. 
The increased status of women has had an impact on the 
structure of decision making. 
There are other roles that have not seen significant 
change over time. The wife's involvement in caring for the 
children's everyday needs, practicing religion, being a 
homemaker, serving as a model of women for the children, 
and representing the family in the community are accorded 
roughly the same importance by members of the old and young 
families. The average percentages for these roles (Tables 
68, 69, 70 and 71) are 93.82 percent for the husbands and 
93.48 percent for the wives of the old families and 93.4 
percent for the husbands and 91.18 percent for the wives of 
the young families. 
From these findings about husband's and wife's roles, 
it can be surmised that the young husbands and wives are 
increasingly companions of one another, are both involved in 
helping their children to grow up, and are both participating 
in making decisions and managing the family income. Also, 
the young husband shares his wife's work around the house 
more than the old husbands and the young wife participates 
more in earning part of the family income. 
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All of these findings indicate that social change is 
occurring within the Saudi family as perceived by members 
of Saudi families. The differences between the responses 
of members of the old and young families provide solid 
evidence about social change in Saudi society. These 
differences are apparent in a wide variety of areas, includ­
ing marriage arrangements, the size of the family, family 
roles and the authority of the family. One important thing 
about these findings is that the religious aspects of the 
Saudi family have not changed substantially, which supports 
the hypothesis that economic development in Saudi Arabia has 
not impacted religious expression in the society. This can 
be seen through the strong identity with Islam, regular 
practice of Islamic rituals, and the effect of religion 
in directing people's behavior and actions. 
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CHAPTER 6. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
FOR FUTURE STUDIES 
This study focuses on the social changes that are 
currently taking place with the Saudi family. Development 
in the economic institution has affected the other institu­
tions in the society which, in turn, have affected the family. 
Widespread changes in the country's economy have reverberated 
throughout society and have impacted education, health 
services, mass media, communication and transportation 
systems, and the family. The improvement in the Saudi 
economy, coming as a direct result of the discovery of oil, 
has resulted in improvements in the functioning of these 
institutions. At the same time, changes in these institu­
tions have influenced the condition of the Saudi family and 
brought about changes within the family institution. 
Within the Saudi family today, social change can be 
traced through conditions which were largely unknown in the 
past and which contributed to improvement in living condi­
tions. Included among these changes are increased and 
improved education for Saudi children. Members of the Saudi 
family are better educated than ever before, particularly 
the women. Also, the Saudi family has benefited from 
improvement in the availability of medical services and the 
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corresponding reduction in the incidence of fatal diseases, 
especially childhood diseases. 
Another aspect of social change impacting the Saudi 
family has been the introduction of modern technological 
devices which save the family time and effort. The Saudi 
family also possesses more luxuries, including more than one 
car per family and more than one TV set per household. 
Building a modern house with the help of government loans 
has been an additional change affecting the quality of life 
of the Saudi family. 
Moreover, contact with other cultural systems and 
parts of Saudi society have been made possible with the 
increased availability of modern communication and transpor­
tation systems. 
The role of mass media in changing the Saudi family is 
well recognized. The media's influence on the family is 
jnultifaceted and has resulted in more firmly connecting the 
family to society and the outside world and in providing 
alternative educational opportunities for the children. 
This thesis has been devoted to tracing the influence 
of these factors on the family unit by comparatively assess­
ing the perceptions of members of older, traditional families 
with those of younger, more modern families. 
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The differences in the opinions of the members of the 
"old" and "young" families point to substantial changes in 
the form and function of the Saudi family. Many character­
istics of the traditional Saudi family have been altered and 
have been replaced by new patterns. A case in point involves 
changes in marital arrangements. Included in these changes 
are the age at which marriage takes place, increased individ­
ual freedom in the choice of a mate, decreased incidence in 
the marriage of cousins, and greater freedom of pre-marriage 
interaction between the potential bride and groom. In 
addition, monogamy has become the preferred marital arrange­
ment. 
Modernization theory and functionalism both hypothesize 
greater diversification of function and a corresponding 
increase in institutional complexity as economic development 
progresses. In the process, the family loses many of its 
historic functions and becomes more specialized as extra-
familial institutions emerge as formalized alternatives in 
the provision of the basic needs of society. Agencies such 
as the schools, markets and industrial corporations have 
become increasingly important in modern society in carrying 
out basic economic and educational functions. While the 
family is still an important force, other institutions in the 
society, such as the schools and mass media have become 
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increasingly significant forces in the educational and social 
ization process. Certain functions, like child rearing, 
continue to be of great importance to the Saudi family. 
Even here, however, significant changes in the way social­
ization is carried out (joint involvement of the parents) 
signals a fundamental change and will likely be the basis for 
continued change in the future. 
The status of the young man and woman today is measured 
according to factors which differ from those used in the past 
Modernization has been seen as impacting class structure of 
society. Economic development depends upon a fundamental 
alteration being made in the way that status and position 
are distributed in the society. Generally, as development 
proceeds, there is a movement away from status based upon 
ascription to a system which emphasizes achievement. In 
today's Saudi family, achievement, as indicated by education 
and wealth, rather than ascriptive characteristics, such as 
family status, have come to prevail. This change has led to 
a decreased emphasis on the larger, extended kinship network 
and has strengthened the move to the isolated nuclear family 
alternative. 
Women's work outside the home is a very prevalent and 
visible phenomenon in Saudi society today. Following 
economic development, women are now participating in many 
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sectors of the society, as evidenced by the higher number of 
young wives in the labor force. Positive feelings about 
women's involvement in the work force, however, are largely 
limited by family status; there is a general preference for 
women with children to remain home with their children. 
The size of the Saudi family is becoming smaller than 
in the past as a large number of children is no longer 
preferred by members of the young families. Also, people 
seem to prefer the nuclear family, a form more consistent 
with a family experiencing increased social and geographical 
mobility. Furthermore, limiting the number of children so 
that they can be better cared for is seen as necessary to 
the modern Saudi family. 
Changes in family structure have important implications 
for the way that roles are distributed and decisions made. 
The increased involvement of the women in the work force, 
for example, can have an impact upon the way in which house­
hold chores are defined and carried out. Also, the fact 
that the woman begins to bring resources into the family has 
the potential for altering the decision making structure. 
Generally, the authority structure which typifies the modern 
Saudi family is one where decisions about family matters 
are made by the husband and wife together instead of one 
which emphasizes the husband's dominance, as in the past. 
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This change can be noted by observing the differences of the 
responses of the old and young families about the importance 
of sharing decisions about family affairs. The mean scores 
for the older families are 2.4 for the husbands and 1.78 
for the wives, indicating that more traditional families 
accord little importance to the idea of shared decision 
making. The mean scores for the young family members, on 
the other hand, are 4.29 for the husbands and 4.4 for the 
wives, which reflect a greater importance being attached to 
democratic decision making among the young families. 
Blood's Scale of Marital Power is found to be applicable 
to the Saudi family, even though it was originally developed 
for analysis of the American family. 
Changes in the husband's and wife's roles are other 
instances of social change within the Saudi family. The 
roles of the husband and wife, as included in Hurvitz's 
Marital Roles Scale, are judged to be relevant for analysis 
of the Saudi family. Some of the roles in the Hurvitz's 
scale are jointly performed by the husband and wife. Among 
these roles are being a companion to each other, helping the 
children to grow up by being their friend, teacher, and guide, 
and sharing the responsibility of making decisions about 
family matters and managing the family income and finances. 
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Moreover, for the husband, the role of assisting with the 
housework has recently become more prevalent. 
Participation in the work force has become much more 
common among Saudi women, although it is far from obligatory. 
The husband maintains the primary responsibility for the 
support of the family, but the involvement of the wife is 
increasing in importance. The fact that the Marital Role.5 
Inventory Scale is applicable to the Saudi family may indicate 
the convergence of the Saudi family with the type typically 
found in developed countries. 
The Islamic characteristics of the Saudi faimly are 
still intact and have not changed appreciably. Family members 
are tied to the Islamic teachings and values and regularly 
apply them to their daily life. These teachings and values 
are considered important sources of direction and control 
the actions and behaviors of the Saudi people. Furthermore, 
the feeling of belonging to Islam and practicing the Islamic 
rituals are of great importance to the Saudis. The influence 
of Islam has not lessened due to economic development in the 
country. 
This study shows that theories like modernization and 
functionalism can effectively deal with social change that 
has occurred within the Saudi family. Many predictions 
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emanating from the modernization perspective apply to Saudi 
society, with some exceptions related to religion. 
Saudi society is more differentiated than in the past. 
This can be seen in its institutions, which have become more 
complex and specialized in response to economic development. 
Elements of modernity which typify Saudi Arabia include 
an increase in urbanization, an increase in industrialization, 
the widespread use of technology, increases in education, 
the widespread of mass media and the increasing popularity 
of the nuclear family. 
Functionalism also can contribute to the explanation of 
changes in family functions and how these affect family 
form. As people increase their educational attainment and 
pursue careers independent of the larger kinship unit, the 
nuclear family becomes increasingly important. The function­
al perspective emphasizes the increasing interdependence of 
the different institutions in the society as modernization 
proceeds. For example, education for the children is 
provided by families, schools, and the mass media alike. 
Increasingly the family depends on an independent economic 
structure for its needs while members of the family hold 
positions in this structure. 
Within the family, changes in the authority structure 
and the division of labor mean more interdependence between 
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the husband and wife and more complete integration within 
the family. Also, the sharing of the child rearing function 
by the husband and wife sets the stage for the development 
of further equality in the Saudi family of the future. 
Suggestions for future studies 
This study emphasizes the importance of the relationship 
between the family and other institutions and agencies in 
Saudi society as these institutions come to perform more of 
the functions traditionally carried on within the family unit. 
Many questions remain, such as whether or not the changes 
will be beneficial for Saudi society and for Saudi families. 
In the study, two scales were used which were both 
developed in the United States. These scales are Hurvitz's 
scale of Marital Roles Inventory and Blood's scale of Marital 
Power. These scales were used previously in a study of 
Saudi students studying in the United States. The results 
of both studies indicate the applicability of these scales 
to the Saudi family and matters of social change. Future 
studies should attempt to utilize these scales in other 
settings and with different population groups. The families 
used in this study, particularly the young families, are 
probably not typical of families in general and the question 
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remains as to whether the same patterns would be found among 
different student groups or among families in rural areas. 
The study emphasized the small size of the modern Saudi 
family and the preference for the nuclear family type. An 
interesting question concerns the relationships which will 
evolve between the nuclear and extended families after this 
change. Specific research questions should focus on visita­
tion patterns, participation in family occasions, and 
integrational communication patterns. 
Child rearing is an important function for the Saudi 
family in both the past and present and the study emphasized 
the changes taking place in the performance of this function. 
A study which focuses specifically on the performance of 
this function seems very important. From a policy standpoint, 
it seems important to understand the shifts that are taking 
place in the Saudi family so that adjustments and coordina­
tion can result in the effective performance of societal 
functions. This thesis has been directed to providing 
this kind of information and understanding. 
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Table 2. The age of the husband and wife of the young 
family during the time of the study 
Age Husband Wife 
Less than 20 0 17 
0.0% 5.7% 
20 - 25 43 114 
14.3% 38.0% 
26 - 30 108 108 
36.0% 36.0% 
31 - 35 84 40 
28.0% 13.3% 
36 - 40 32 12 
10.7% 4.0% 
41 or more 33 9 
11.0% 3.0% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
229 
Table 3. The age of the husband and wife of the old family 
during the time of the study 
Age Husband Wife 
50 - 55 
56 - 60 
61 - 65 
66 - 70 
71 - 75 
76 or more 
Total 
80 
26.7% 
120 
40.0% 
55 
18.3% 
30 
10.0% 
10 
3.3% 
5 
1.7% 
300 
100.0% 
75 
25.0% 
110 
30.7% 
48 
16.0% 
27 
9.0% 
25 
8.3% 
15 
5.0% 
300 
100.0% 
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Table 4. The age of the husband and wife when they got 
married as indicated by husbands 
The young family The old family 
Age Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Less than 20 14 45 148 249 
4 . 7 %  1 5 . 0 %  4 9 . 3 %  8 3 . 0 %  
2 0  -  25 213 249 105 49 
71.0% 83.0% 35.0% 16.3% 
26 - 30 64 4 37 2 
21.3% 1.3% 12.3% 0.7% 
3 1 - 3 5  7  2  9  0  
2.3% 0.7% 3.0% 0.0% 
3 6 - 4 0  2  0  1 0  
0.7% 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 
40 or more 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 5. The age of the husband and wife when they got 
married as indicated by wives 
The young family The old family 
Age Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Less than 20 3 61 210 284 
1.0% 20.3% 70.0% 94.7% 
20 - 25 166 223 66 16 
55.3% 74.3% 22.0% 5.3% 
26 - 30 103 15 16 0 
34.3% 5.0% 5.3% 0.0% 
3 1 - 3 5  23  0  7  0  
7.7% 0.0% 2.3% 0.0% 
3 6 - 4 0  4  1  1  0  
1.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.0% 
40 or more 10 0 0 
0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 6. The level of education for husbands (young family) 
College degree Graduate Others Total 
192 33 75 300 
64.0% 11.0% 25.0% 100.0% 
Table 7. The level of education for wives (young family) 
Level of education Wives 
Elementary school 18 
6 . 0 %  
Middle school 25 
8.3% 
High school 82 
27.3% 
College degree 155 
51.7% 
Graduate 18 
6 . 0 %  
Others 2 
0.7% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
233 
Table 8. The level of education for husbands and wives 
(the old family) 
Level of education Husband Wife 
Elementary school 50 29 
16.7% 9 . 1 %  
Middle school 39 6 
13.0% 2.0% 
High school 45 4 
15.0% 1.3% 
College degree 29 2 
9.7% 0.7% 
Graduate degree 2 1 
0.7% 0.3% 
Vocational training 12 1 
0.7% 0.3% 
Illiterate 85 147 
28.3% 49.0% 
Can read and write 36 94 
12.0% 31.3% 
Others 1 16 
0.3% 5.3% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 9. The permanent residence of the husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
The area Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Bedouin area 110 0 
0.3% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 
« 
Farm area 4 14 6 
2.3% 0.3% 4.7% 2.0% 
Village 12 1 7 11 
4.0% 0.3% 2.3% 3.7% 
Small city 24 22 16 30 
8.0% 7.3% 5.3% 10.0% 
Large city 259 275 263 251 
86.3% 91.7% 87.7% 83.7% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% . 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 10. The area where the husband and wife were"t)orn 
The young family The old family 
The area Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Bedouin area 20 18 29 38 
6.7% 6.0% 9.7% 12.7% 
Farm area 25 26 62 59 
8.3% 8.7% 20.7% 19.7% 
Village 60 79 111 113 
20.0% 26.3% 37.0% 37.7% 
Small city 103 57 55 50 
34.3% 19.0% 18.3% 16.7% 
Large city 92 120 43 40 
30.7% 40.0% 14.3% 13.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 11. About the home of the respondents 
The young family The old family 
Home Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Own it 192 217 262 242 
64.0% 72.3% 87.3% 80.7% 
Rent it 94 82 38 53 
31.3% 27.3% 12.7% 17.7% 
Others 14 1 0 5 
4.7% 0.3% 0.0% 1.7% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 12. Types of homes the respondents have 
The young family The old family 
Home Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Apartment 71 87 25 33 
23.7% 29.0% 8.3% 11.0% 
Sand 11 3 17 14 
3.7% 1.0% 5.7% 4.7% 
Concrete 44 48 90 48 
14.7% 16.0% 30.0% 16.0% 
Villa 170 162 168 201 
56.7% 54.0% 56.0% 67.0% 
Other 4 0 0 4 
1.2% 0.0% 0.0% 1.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
238 
Table 13. Loans from the Real Estate Development Fund and 
the respondents 
The young The old 
family family 
husband husband 
I have gotten a loan 153 203 
51.0% 67.7% 
My name is on the waiting list 66 39 
22.0% 13.0% 
I will apply when I get land 73 49 
24.3% 16.3% 
Others 8 9 
2.7% 3.0% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
Table 14. The number of persons living with the respondent 
at home 
The young family The old family 
Number living with Husband Wife Husband Wife 
1 - 3  3 7  7 9  4  0  
12.3% 26.4% 1.3% 0.0% 
4 - 5  1 2 5  1 1 1  2 0  1 8  
41.6% 37.0% 6.7% 6.0% 
6 - 1 0  1 3 8  1 1 0  2 7 6  2 8 2  
46.0% 36.7% 92.0% 94.0% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 15. The persons who live with the respondents at home 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Wife 300 299 
100.0% 99.7% 
Husband 299 289 
99.7% 96.3% 
Children 287 263 292 294 
95.7% 87.7% 97.3% 98.0% 
Parent(s) 69 23 145 130 
23.0% 7.7% 48.3% 43.3% 
Brothers 47 24 51 40 
15.7% 8.0% 17.0% 13.3% 
Sisters 31 19 50 25 
10.3% 6.3% 16.7% 8.3% 
Grandparents 6 7 2 12 
2.0% 2.3% 0.7% 4.0% 
Other relatives 6 12 39 175 
2.0% 4.0% 13.0% 58.3% 
Others 8 26 96 113 
2.7% 8.7% 32.0% 27.7% 
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Table 16. The husband's occupation (the old family) 
Occupation Husband 
Government employee 
Nongovernment employee 
Trader 
Businessman 
Student 
Farmer 
Worker 
Retired 
Others 
Total 
153 
51.0% 
29 
9 . 1 %  
40 
13.3% 
20 
6.7% 
1 
0.3% 
14 
4.7% 
12 
4.0% 
19 
6.3% 
12 
4.0% 
300 
100.0% 
241 
Table 17. The wife's occupation (the old family) 
Occupation Wife 
Government employee 23 
1 .1% 
Nongovernment employee 1 
0.3% 
Worker 5 
1 . 1 %  
Homemaker 259 
86.3% 
Student 0 
0 . 0 %  
Retired 11 
3.7% 
Others 1 
0.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
242 
Table 18. The husband's occupation (young family) 
Occupation Husband 
Government employee 210 
70.0% 
Nongovernment employee 33 
11.0% 
Trader 12 
4.0% 
Farmer 0 
0 . 0 %  
Businessman 5 
1.7% 
Worker 0 
0 . 0 %  
Others 40 
13.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
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Table 19. The wife's occupation (young family) 
Occupation Wife 
Government employee 125 
41.7% 
Nongovernment employee 9 
3.0% 
Homemaker 165 
55.0% 
Others 1 
0.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
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Table 20. Visiting foreign countries 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Yes 200 179 120 47 
66.7% 59.7% 40.0% 15.7% 
No 100 121 180 253 
3 3 . 3 %  40.3% 60.0% 84.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 21. Whether 
visiting 
the family was with the 
foreign countries 
respondent when 
The young family 
Husband Wife 
The old 
Husband 
family 
Wife 
Yes 210 165 54 40 
70.0% 55.0% 18.0% 13.3% 
No 90 135 246 260 
30.0% 45.0% 82.0% 86.5% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 22. The area where the respondents often spend their 
vacation 
The young family The old family 
Vacation area Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Inside the country 117 
39.0% 
Outside the country 183 
61.0% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
145 272 295 
48.3% 90.7% 98.3% 
155 28 5 
51.7% 9.3% 1.7% 
300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 23. The respondent's feeling of belonging to Islam 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very little extent 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
Little extent 10 0 0 
0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Undecided 10 0 0 
0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Great extent 10 11 4 6 
3.3% 3.7% 1.3% 2.0% 
Very great extent 288 289 296 294 
96.0% 96.3% 98.7% 98.0% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 24. The extent that the respondents' families are 
practicing Islamic rituals 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very extensively 184 177 206 223 
61.3% 59.0% 68.7% 74.3% 
Most of the time 98 108 86 75 
32.7% 36.0% 28.7% 25.0% 
Some of the time 18 15 8 2 
6.0% 5.0% 2.7% 0.7% 
Hardly ever 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 25. The importance of religious beliefs in directing 
the respondents' behavior and actions 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very important 290 293 287 299 
96.7% 97.7% 95.7% 99.7% 
Fairly important 10 7 13 1 
3.3% 2.3% 4.3% 0.3% 
Little importance 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
Not important at all 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 26. The changes occurred within the Saudi family 
according to the economic prosperity as the 
Saudi husband and wife see them 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
More traveling 252 
outside the country 84.0% 
More luxuries 275 
91.7% 
Hiring foreigners 280 
93.3% 
Increased leisure 230 
time 75.7% 
Labor saving 293 
devices at home 97.6% 
Better medical 276 
care 92.0% 
Increased and 288 
advanced education 96.0% 
for sons 
Increased and 289 
advanced education 96.3% 
for girls 
Smaller number of 45 
children per family 15.0% 
More divorce 29 
9.7% 
Husbands having 115 
vacation alone 38.3% 
Building a home with 299 
government loans 99.7% 
252 245 245 
84.0% 81.9% 81.9% 
255 272 248 
85.0% 90.7% 82.7% 
264 276 274 
88.0% 92.0% 91.3% 
264 276 274 
83.3% 81.7% 86.7% 
273 295 292 
91.0% 98.3% 97.3% 
261 285 285 
87.0% 95.0% 95.0% 
265 296 294 
88.3% 98.7% 98.0% 
281 296 295 
93.7% 98.7% 98.3% 
71 70 94 
23.7% 23.3% 31.3% 
22 19 12 
7.3% 6.3% 4.0% 
131 108 132 
43.7% 36.0% 44.0% 
267 296 286 
89.0% 98.7% 95.3% 
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Table 26. (continued) 
The young family The old family 
Changes Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Better communi- 297 270 292 283 
cation systems 99.0% 90.0% 97.3% 94.3% 
Increased income 277 254 284 276 
92.3% 84.7% 94.7% 92.0% 
Wider domain for 241 256 247 270 
women to participate 80.3% 85.3% 82.3% 90.0% 
Decline in productive 181 166 211 177 
function of the 60.3% 55.3% 70.3% 59.0% 
family 
Others 15 5 6 9 
5.0% 1.7% 2.0% 3.0% 
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Table 27. The best age for marriage for the husband as 
seen by the Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Age Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Less than 20 0 2 255 230 
0.0% 0.7% 85.0% 76.7% 
20-25 180 179 30 40 
60.0% 59.7% 10.0% 13.3% 
26-30 113 105 8 20 
37.7% 35.0% 2.7% 6.7% 
Doesn't matter 7 14 7 10 
2.3% 4.6% 2.3% 3.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 28. The best age for marriage for the wife as 
seen by the Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Age Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Less than 20 12 19 231 260 
4.0% 6.3% 77.0% 86.7% 
20-25 277 268 50 18 
92.3% 89.3% 16.7% 6.0% 
26-30 2 9 6 12 
0.7% 3.0% 2.0% 4.0% 
Doesn't matter 9 4 13 10 
3.0% 1.3% 4.3% 3.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 29, The existence of some phenomena in the Saudi 
family and how spread they are in the past time 
as seen by members of the old Saudi family 
Husband 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
spread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early-age marriage 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
73 
24.3% 
227 
75.7% 
Girls' education 219 
73.0% 
80 
26.7% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
221 
73.7% 
76 
25.3% 
3 
1.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
186 
62.0% 
70 
23.3% 
41 
13.7% 
2 
0.7% 
1 
0.3% 
Servants at home 283 
94.3% 
17 
5.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Controlling number of 
children to take 
better care of them 
245 
81.7% 
54 
18.0% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
117 
39.0% 
182 
60.7% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
238 
70.3% 
58 
19.3% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
3 
1.0% 
80 
26.7% 
217 
72.3% 
251 
Table 29. (continued) 
Wife 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
àpread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early-age marriage 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
18 
6.0% 
282 
94.0% 
Girls' education 203 
67.7% 
85 
28.3% 
12 
4.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry) 
239 
79.7% 
57 
19.0% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
220 
73.3% 
60 
20.0% 
20 
6.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Servants at home 254 
84.7% 
41 
13.7% 
5 
1.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
274 
91.3% 
26 
8.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
38 
12.7% 
262 
87.3% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
187 
62.3% 
89 
29.7% 
22 
7.3% 
2 
0.7% 
0 
0.0% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
32 
10.7% 
268 
89.3% 
252 
Table 30. The existence of some phenomena in the Saudi 
family and how spread, they are in the past time 
as seen by members of the young Saudi family 
Husband 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
spread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early-age marriage 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
64 
21.3% 
236 
78.7% 
Girls' education 217 
7 2 . 3 %  
79 
26.3% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
219 
73.0% 
77 
25.7% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
205 
68.3% 
73 
24.3% 
18 
6.0% 
2 
0.7% 
2 
0.7% 
Servants at home 269 
89.7% 
31 
10.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
223 
74.3% 
76 
25.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
100 
33.3% 
199 
66.3% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
210 
70.0% 
88 
29.3% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
65 
21.7% 
235 
78.3% 
253 
Table 30. (continued) 
Wife 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
spread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early-age marriage 3 
1.0% 
3 
1.0% 
0 
0.0% 
36 
12.0% 
258 
86 .0% 
Girls' education 220 
73.3% 
68 
22.7% 
7 
2.3% 
3 
1.0% 
2 
0.7% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
210 
70.0% 
83 
27.7% 
7 
2.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
234 
78.0% 
62 
20.7% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Servants at home 248 
82.7% 
52 
17.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
239 
79.7% 
57 
19.0% 
1 
0.3% 
2 
0.7% 
1 
0.3% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
3 
1.0% 
2 
0.7% 
1 
0.3% 
53 
17.7% 
241 
80.3% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
234 
78.0% 
59 
19.7% 
6 
2.0% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
2 
0.7% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
42 
14.0% 
254 
84.7% 
254 
Table 31. The existence of some phenomena in the Saudi 
family and how spread they are in the present 
time as seen by members of the old Saudi family 
Husband 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
spread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early age marriage 137 
45.7% 
155 
51.7% 
8 
2.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Girls' education 217 
0.0% 
79 
0.0% 
4 
0.7% 
0 
23.7% 
0 
75.7% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
115 
38.3% 
183 
61.0% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
16 
5.3% 
190 
63.3% 
94 
31.3% 
Servants at home 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
13 
4.3% 
139 
46.3% 
148 
49.3% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
5 
1.7% 
9 
3.0% 
33 
11.0% 
184 
61.3% 
69 
23.0% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
55 
18.3% 
189 
63.0% 
48 
16.0% 
6 
2.0% 
2 
0.7% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
1 
0.3% 
1 
0.3% 
9 
3.0% 
161 
53.7% 
128 
42.7% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
105 
35.0% 
171 
57.0% 
24 
8.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
255 
Table 31. (continued) 
Wife 
The Phenomena 
1 
Less 
spread 
2 
Little 
spread 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
More 
spread 
5 
Wide 
spread 
Early age marriage 175 
58.3% 
122 
40.7% 
3 
1.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Girls' education 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
32 
10.7% 
268 
89.3% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
80 
26.7% 
218 
72.7% 
Women's working 
outside the home 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
7 
2.3% 
131 
43.7% 
162 
54.0% 
Servants at home 0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
3 
1.0% 
81 
27.0% 
216 
72.0% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
0 
0.0% 
1 
0.3% 
37 
12.3% 
178 
59.3% 
84 
28.0% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
92 
30.7% 
151 
50.3% 
48 
16.0% 
9 
3.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
3 
1.0% 
85 
28.3% 
212 
70.7% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
111 
37.0% 
145 
48.3% 
43 
14.3% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
256 
Table 32. The existence of some phenomena in the Saudi 
family and how spread they are in the present 
time as seen by members of the young Saudi family 
Husband 
The Phenomena 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Early-age marriage 137 
4 5 . 1 %  
159 
53.0% 
2 
0.7% 
2 
0.7% 
0 
0.0% 
Girls' education 0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
82 
27.3% 
218 
72.7% 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
1  
0 . 3 %  
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
104 
34.7% 
195 
65.0% 
Women's working ' 
outside the home 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
4 
1.3% 
201 
67.0% 
94 
31.3% 
Servants at home 1 
0 . 3 %  
0 
0.0% 
8 
2.7% 
132 
44.0% 
159 
53.0% 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
1  
0 . 3 %  
0 
0.0% 
16 
5.3% 
199 
66.3% 
84 
28.0% 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
60 
20.0% 
194 
64.7% 
40 
13.3% 
4 
1.3% 
2 
0.7% 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
6 
2.0% 
152 
50.7% 
142 
47.3% 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
101 
33.7% 
169 
56.3% 
30 
10.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
257 
Table 32. (continued) 
The Phenomena 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
Little 
impor­
tance 
Wife 
3 
Unde­
cided 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Early-age marriage 
Girls' education 
Increased mahr 
(dowry ) 
Women's working 
outside the home 
Servants at home 
Controlling number 
of children to take 
better care of them 
Role of family in 
choosing son's wife 
Relationship between 
family and other in­
stitutions in society 
Two or three 
generations live in 
same household 
153 112 
51.0% 3 7 . 3 %  
1 0 
0.3% 0.0% 
0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
0 3 
0 .0% 1 .0% 
0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
2 2 
0.7% 0.7% 
93 141 
31.0% 47.0% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
2 
0.7% 
130 137 
43.3% 45.7% 
31 3 1 
10.3% 1.0% 0.3% 
1 65 233 
0.3% 21.7% 77.7% 
2 110 188 
0.7% 36.7% 62.7% 
15 129 153 
5.0% 43.0% 51.0% 
2 86 212 
0.7% 28.7% 70.7% 
41 126 129 
13.7% 42.0% 43.0% 
49 12 5 
16.3% 4.0% 1.7% 
15 122 161 
5.0% 40.7% 53.7% 
31 
10.3% 
2 
0.7% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
258 
Table 33. Who has the major role in selecting a wife in 
past day Saudi Arabia as seen by members of the 
old Saudi family 
Who selects a wife Husband Wife 
The prospective groom 44 
14.7% 
35 
11.7% 
The groom's family 253 
84.3% 
253 
84.3% 
The couple themselves 3 
1.0% 
12 
4.0% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
Table 34. Who has the 
present day 
husband and 
major role in selecting a wife in 
Saudi Arabia as seen by Saudi 
wife 
Who selects a wife 
The young family 
Husband Wife 
The old 
Husband 
family 
Wife 
The prospective 
groom 
129 
65.7% 
171 
57.0% 
165 
55.0% 
164 
54.7% 
The groom's family 19 
6.3% 
36 
12.0% 
51 
17.0% 
33 
11.0% 
The couple themselves 84 
28.0% 
93 
31.0% 
84 
28.0% 
103 
34.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
1 
I Table 35. The extent of domination of some traditions and practices within the 
Saudi family as seen by the old family 
Bride and groom 
never see each 
Marriage other until day 
of cousins Polygamy of wedding 
Husband. Wife Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very less dominant 132 148 89 99 145 173 
4 4 . 0 %  49.3% 29.7% 33.0% 48.3% 57.7% 
Less dominant 136 120 147 57 140 103 
45.3% 40.0% 49.0% 19.0% 46.7% 43.3% 
Undecided 32 31 30 77 15 23 
10.7% 10.3% 10.0% 25.7% 5.0% 7.7% 
Dominant 0 1 25 35 0 1 
0.0% 0.3% 8.3% 11.7% 0.0% 0.3% 
Very dominant 0 0 9 32 0 0 
0.0% 0.0% 3.0% 10.7% 0.0% 0.0% 
Total 300 300 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 36. The extent of domination of some traditions and practices within the 
Saudi family as seen by the young family 
Bride and groom 
never see each 
Marriage other until day 
of cousins Polygamy of wedding 
Husband Wife Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very less dominant 138 141 83 61 147 161 
46.0% 47.0% 27.7% 20.3% 49.0% 53.7% 
Less dominant 136 132 158 135 141 121 
45.3% 44.0% 52.7% 45.0% 47.0% 40.3% 
Undecided 26 19 53 58 11 11 
8.7% 6.3% 17.7% 19.3% 3.7% 3.7% 
Dominant 0 8 3 21 15 
0.0% 2.7% 1.0% 7.0% 0.3% 1.7% 
Very dominant 0 0 3 25 0 2 
0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 8.3% 0.0% 0.7% 
Total 300 300 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 37. Factors determining the status of the young 
Saudi man in the present time as seen by 
Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Factors Husband Wife Husband Wife 
His family 6 11 19 15 
2.0% 2 . 1 %  6 . 3 %  5 . 0 %  
His education 160 156 141 135 
53.3% 52.0% 47.0% 45.0% 
His wealth 123 116 135 136 
41.0% 38.7% 45.0% 45.3% 
Others 11 17 5 14 
3.7% 5.7% 1.7% 4.7% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 38. Factors determining the status of the young 
Saudi woman in the present time as seen by 
Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Factors Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Her family 20 27 76 40 
6.7% 9.0% 25.3% 13.3% 
Her education 214 211 186 196 
71.3% 70.3% 62.0% 65.3% 
Her wealth 29 47 26 27 
9.7% 15.7% 8.7% 9.0% 
Others 37 15 12 37 
12.3% 5.0% 4.0% 12.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 39. The feeling about choosing a job as seen by the 
old family respondents 
Husband Wife 
The job he/she prefers 125 100 
41.7% 33.3% 
The job his/her parents prefer 175 200 
58.3% 66.7% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
Table 40. The feeling about choosing a job as seen by the 
young family respondents 
Husband Wife 
The job he/she prefers 288 263 
96.0% 87. 756 
The job his/her parents prefer 12 37 
4 . 0 %  12.3% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
263 
Table 41. The importance of these functions and 
activities to the Saudi family in the past time 
as seen by members of the old Saudi family 
Husband 
Functions and 
Activities 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Child rearing 0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0.3% 
13 
4.3% 
122 
40.7% 
164 
54.7% 
Preparing bread 
at home 
0  
0 . 0 %  
0 
0.0% 
7 
2.3% 
66 
22.0% 
227 
75.7% 
Sewing or tailoring 
clothes at home 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
12 
4.0% 
102 
34.0% 
186 
62.0% 
Keeping,some animals 
for food production 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
57 
19.0% 
241 
80.3% 
Painting & maintaining 
home when necessary by 
family members 
1 
0.3% 
1 
0.3% 
17 
5.7% 
154 
51.3% 
127 
42.3% 
School as an aid in 
child's development 
102 
34.0% 
142 
47.3% 
47 
15.7% 
7 
2.3% 
2 
0.7% 
Reliance on market 
as a supplier for 
family needs 
92 
3 0 . 1 %  
159 
53.0% 
47 
15.7% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
Employment outside 
the family domain 
54 
18.0% 
143 
47.7% 
91 
30.3% 
10 
3.3% 
2 
0.7% 
Women working 
outside the home 
147 
49.0% 
107 
35.7% 
38 
12.7% 
6 
2.0% 
2 
0.7% 
264 
Table 41. (continued) 
Wife 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
Functions and impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
Activities tance tance cided tance tance 
Child rearing 
Preparing bread 
at home 
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
13 
4.356 
1 
0.3% 
130 
43.3% 
35 
11.7% 
157 
52 .3% 
264 
88.0% 
Sewing or tailoring 0 0 8 46 246 
clothes at home 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 15.3% 82.0% 
Keeping some animals 0 0 1 36 263 
for food production 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 12.0% 87.7% 
Painting & maintaining 1 1 12 89 197 
home when necessary 0.3% 0.3% 4.0% 29.7% 65.7% 
by family members 
School as an aid in 130 107 61 1 1 
child's development 43.3% 35.7% 20.3% 0.3% 0.3% 
Reliance on market 145 103 49 2 1 
as a supplier for 48.3% 34.3% 16.3% 0.7% 0.3% 
family needs 
Employment outside 114 124 57 1 4 
the family domain 38.0% 41.3% 19.0% 0.3% 1.3% 
Women working 189 88 23 0 0 
outside the home 63.0% 29.3% 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 
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Table 42. The importance of these functions and 
activities to the Saudi family in the past time 
as seen by members of the young Saudi family 
Husband 
Functions and 
Activities 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Child rearing 0 
0 . 0 %  
3 
1.0% 
5 
1.7% 
138 
46.0% 
154 
51.3% 
Preparing bread 
at home 
0  
0 . 0 %  
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
109 
36.3% 
189 
63.0% 
Sewing or tailoring 
clothes at home 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
8 
2.7% 
100 
33 .3% 
192 
64.0% 
Keeping some animals 
for food production 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
90 
30.0% 
208 
69.3% 
Painting & maintaining 
home when necessary 
by family members 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
5 
1.7% 
155 
51.7% 
140 
46.7% 
School as an aid in 
child's development 
115 
38.3% 
121 
40.3% 
56 
18.7% 
2 
0.7% 
6 
2.0% 
Reliance on market 
as a supplier for 
family needs 
106 
35.3% 
148 
49.3% 
46 
15.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Employment outside 
the family domain 
100 
33.3% 
153 
51.0% 
47 
15.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Women working 
outside the home 
163 
54.3% 
111 
37.0% 
26 
8.7% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
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Table 42. (continued) 
Wife 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
Functions and impor- impor— Unde- impor- impor-
Activities tance tance cided tance tance 
Child rearing 5 
1 . 1 %  
Preparing bread 0 
at home 0.0% 
Sewing or tailoring 0 
clothes at home 0.0% 
Keeping some animals 0 
for food production 0.0% 
Painting & maintaining 4 
home when necessary 1.3% 
by family members 
School as an aid in 145 
child's development 48.3% 
Reliance on market 122 
as a supplier for 40.7% 
family needs 
Employment outside 140 
the family domain 46.7% 
Women working 213 
outside the home 71.0% 
7 5 137 146 
2.3% 1.7% 45.7% 48.7% 
1 9 92 198 
0.3% 3.0% 30.7% 66.0% 
0 5 101 194 
0.0% 1.7% 33.7% 64.7% 
0 2 73 225 
0.0% 0.7% 24.3% 75.0% 
4 21 114 157 
1.3% 7.0% 38.0% 52.3% 
114 33 6 2 
38.0% 11.0% 2.0% 0.7% 
123 42 9 4 
41.0% 14.0% 3.0% 1.3% 
115 36 5 4 
38.3% 12.0% 1.7% 1.3% 
69 14 3 1 
23.0% 4.7% 1.0% 0.3% 
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Table 43. The importance of these functions and 
activities to the Saudi family in the present 
time as seen by members of the old Saudi family 
Husband 
Functions and 
Activities 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Child rearing 1 
0.3% 
3 
1.0% 
18 
6.0% 
157 
52.3% 
121 
40.3% 
Preparing bread 
at home 
229 
7 6 . 3 %  
67 
22.3% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Sewing or tailoring 
clothes at home 
237 
79.0% 
62 
20.7% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Keeping some animals 
for food production 
190 
63.3% 
88 
29.3% 
20 
6.7% 
1 
0.3% 
1 
0.3% 
Painting & maintaining 
home when necessary 
by family members 
191 
63.7% 
100 
33.3% 
8 
2.7% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.3% 
School as an aid in 
child's development 
1 
0.3% 
1 
0.3% 
5 
1.7% 
106 
35.3% 
187 
62.3% 
Reliance on market 
as a supplier tor 
family needs 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
3 
1.0% 
55 
18.3% 
241 
80.3% 
Employment outside 
the family domain 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
6 
2.0% 
165 
55.0% 
129 
43.0% 
Women working 
outside the home 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
24 
8.0% 
164 
54.7% 
111 
37.0% 
268 
Table 43. (continued) 
Wife 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
Functions and impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
Activities tance tance cided tance tance 
Child rearing 
Preparing bread 
at home 
1 
0 . 3 %  
238 
79.3% 
2 
0.1% 
55 
18.3% 
Sewing or tailoring 229 58 
clothes at home 76.3% 19.3% 
Keeping some animals 216 68 
for food production 72.0% 22.7% 
Painting & maintaining 190 84 
home when necessary 63.3% 28.0% 
by family members 
School as an aid in 1 0 
child's development 0.3% 0.0% 
Reliance on market 1 0 
as a supplier for 0.3% 0.0% 
family needs 
Employment outside 0 0 
the family domain 0.0% 0.0% 
Women working 0 0 
outside the home 0.0% 0.0% 
16 
5.3% 
6 
2 . 0 %  
13 
4.3% 
15 
5.0% 
25 
8.3% 
4 
1.3% 
1 
0.3% 
77 
25.7% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
36 
12.0% 
26 
8.7% 
2 103 
0.7% 34.3% 
14 121 
4.7% 40.3% 
204 
68.0% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0.3% 
259 
86.3% 
272 
90.7% 
195 
65.0% 
165 
55.0% 
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Table 44. The importance of these functions and 
activities to the Saudi family in the present 
time as seen by members of the young Saudi family 
Husband 
Functions and 
Activities 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Child rearing 2 
0.7% 
4 
1.3% 
14 
4.7% 
151 
50.3% 
129 
43.0% 
Preparing bread 
at home 
194 
64.7% 
102 
34.0% 
4 
1.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Sewing or tailoring 
clothes at home 
209 
69.7% 
91 
30.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Keeping some animals 
for food production 
226 
75.3% 
65 
21.7% 
9 
3.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
Painting & maintaining 
home when necessary 
by family members 
193 
64.3% 
106 
35.3% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
School as an aid in 
child's development 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
2 
0.7% 
90 
30.0% 
208 
69.3% 
Reliance on market 
as a supplier for 
family needs 
0 
0.0% 
0 
09.0% 
0 
0.0% 
44 
14.7% 
256 
85.3% 
Employment outside 
the family domain 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
4 
1.3% 
141 
47.0% 
155 
51.7% 
Women working 
outside the home 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
0 
0.0% 
171 
57.0% 
129 
43.0% 
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Table 44. (continued) 
Wife 
3 4 5 
Very 
Great great 
Unde- impor- impor-
cided tance tance 
Functions and 
Activities 
1 2 
Very 
little Little 
impor- impor­
tance tance 
Child rearing 
Preparing bread 
at home 
8 
2 . 1 %  
216 
72.0% 
12 
4.0% 
71 
23.7% 
Sewing or tailoring 218 70 
clothes at home 72.7% 23.3% 
Keeping some animals 207 79 
for food production 69.0% 26.3% 
Painting & maintaining 195 82 
home when necessary 65.0% 27.3% 
by family members 
School as an aid in 1 2 
child's development 0.3% 0.7% 
Reliance on market 0 1 
as a supplier for 0.0% 0.3% 
family needs 
Employment outside 2 5 
the family domain 0.7% 1.7% 
Women working 2 0 
outside the home 0.7% 0.0% 
19 
6.3% 
12 
4.0% 
11 
3.7% 
14 
4.7% 
17 
5.7% 
3 
1.0% 
3 
1.0% 
115 
38.3% 
1 
0.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
2 
0.7% 
87 
29.0% 
56 
18.7% 
11 116 
3.7% 38.7% 
13 127 
4.3% 42.3% 
146 
48.7% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
4 
1.3% 
207 
69.0% 
240 
8 0 . 0 %  
166 
55.3% 
158 
52.7% 
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Table 45. The best way of rearing children as seen by the 
Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
The way of the 13 16 162 163 
father 4.3% 5.3% 54.0% 54.3% 
The way of the 0 6 74 84 
mother 0.0% 2.0% 24.7% 28.0% 
The way of both 287 2 78 64 53 
95.7% 92.7% 21.3% 17.7% 
2 72 
Table 46. The extent that mass media forms affect the 
Saudi family through these aspects as seen by 
members of the old Saudi family 
Husband 
1 
Very 
little 
influ-
ence 
2 
Little 
influ­
ence 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
influ­
ence 
5 
Very 
great 
influ­
ence 
Connecting family 
to social and 
cultural heritage 
10 
3.3% 
20 
6.7% 
32 
10.7% 
150 
50.0% 
88 
29.3% 
Discussing family 
problems & needs 
18 
6.0% 
33 
11.0% 
44 
14.7% 
133 
44.3% 
72 
24.0% 
Highlighting on 
family activities 
18 
6.0% 
42 
14.0% 
50 
16.7% 
151 
50.3% 
39 
13.0% 
Connecting Saudi 
family to outside 
world 
8 
2.7% 
16 
5.3% 
42 
14.0% 
125 
41.7% 
109 
36.3% 
Educating and 
orienting family 
members 
1 
0.3% 
35 
11.7% 
31 
10.3% 
135 
45.0% 
98 
32.7% 
Taking care of 
children and 
11 
3.7% 
25 
8.3% 
35 
11.7% 
145 
48.3% 
84 
28.0% 
developing their 
t a l e n t s  
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Table 46. (continued) 
Wife 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
influ- influ- Unde- influ- influ­
ence ence cided ence ence 
Connecting family 18 30 33 103 116 
to social and 6.0% 10.0% 11.0% 34.3% 38.7% 
cultural heritage 
Discussing family 23 26 48 118 85 
problems & needs 7.7% 8.7% 16.0% 39.3% 28.3% 
Highlighting on 20 49 30 115 86 
family activities 6.7% 16.3% 10.0% 38.3% 28.7% 
Connecting Saudi 4 6 27 123 140 
family to outside 1.3% 2.0% 9.0% 41.0% 46.7% 
world 
Educating and 7 10 41 120 122 
orienting family 2.3% 3.3% 13.7% 40.0% 40.7% 
members 
Taking care of 10 23 31 108 128 
children and 3.3% 7.7% 10.3% 36.0% 42.7% 
developing their 
talents 
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Table 47. The extent that mass media forms affect the 
Saudi family through these aspects as seen by 
members of the young Saudi family 
Husband 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
2 
Little 
impor­
tance 
3 
Unde­
cided 
4 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
Connecting family 
to social and 
cultural heritage 
19 
6 . 3 %  
11 
3.7% 
30 
10.0% 
160 
53.3% 
80 
26.7% 
Discussing family 
problems & needs 
9 
3 . 0 %  
24 
8.0% 
40 
13.3% 
170 
50.7% 
57 
19.0% 
Highlighting on 
family:activities 
14 
4 . 1 %  
18 
6.0% 
23 
9.3% 
125 
41.7% 
115 
38.3% 
Connecting Saudi 
family to outside 
world 
15 
5.0% 
13 
4.3% 
13 
4.3% 
176 
58.7% 
83 
27.7% 
Educating and 
orienting family 
members 
3 
1.0% 
5 
1.7% 
33 
11.0% 
147 
49.0% 
112 
37.3% 
Taking care of 
children and 
developing their 
talents 
9 
3.0% 
13 
4.3% 
43 
14.3% 
149 
49.7% 
86 
28.7% 
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Table 47. (continued) 
Wife 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor­
tance tance cided tance tance 
Connecting family 16 24 24 180 56 
to social and 5.3% 8.0% 8.0% 60.0% 18.7% 
cultural heritage 
Discussing family 18 21 36 175 50 
problems & needs 6.0% 7.0% 12.0% 58.3% 16.7% 
Highlighting on 25 22 29 153 71 
family activities 8.3% 7.3% 9.7% 51.0% 20.7% 
Connecting Saudi 9 24 33 149 85 
family to outside 3.0% 8.0% 11.0% 49.7% 28.3% 
world 
Educating and 9 24 22 176 69 
orienting family 3.0% 8.0% 7.3% 58.7% 23.0% 
members 
Taking care of 19 29 30 126 96 
children and 6.3% 9.7% 10.0% 42.0% 32.0% 
developing their 
talents 
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Table 48. The feeling about the work of the married woman 
who is without children as seen by the Saudi 
husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Strongly disagree 26 16 86 116 
8.7% 5.3% 28.7% 38.7% 
Disagree 12 9 99 82 
4.0% 3.0% 33 .0% 27.3% 
Undecided 49 29 75 58 
16.3% 9.7% 25.0% 19.3% 
Agree 174 127 24 16 
58.0% 42.3% 8.0% 5.3% 
Strongly agree 39 119 16 28 
13.0% 3 9.7% 5.3% 9.3% 
Table 49. The feeling about the work of the married woman 
who is with children as seen by the Saudi 
husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Strongly disagree 157 111 173 222 
52.3% 37.0% 57.7% 74.0% 
Disagree 73 104 106 67 
24.3% 34.7% 35.3% 22.3% 
Undecided 50 47 18 10 
16.7% 15.7% 6.0% 3.3% 
Agree 14 25 1 1 
4.7% 8.3% 0.3% 0.3% 
Strongly agree 6 13 2 0 
2.0% 4.3% 0.7% 0.0% 
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Table 50. Whether the wife is working or not as seen by 
Saudi husband and wife 
The young family 
Husband Wife 
The old 
Husband 
family 
Wife 
Yes 168 
56.0% 
162 
54.0% 
39 
13.0% 
42 
14.0% 
No 132 
44.0% 
138 
46.0% 
261 
87.0% 
258 
86.0% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
Table 51. The reasons why women 
seen by Saudi husband 
work outside the home as 
and wife 
The young family The old family 
Reasons Husband Wife Husband Wife 
To earn money 93 
31.0% 
97 
32.3% 
131 
43.7% 
108 
36.0% 
To contribute to 
country's development 
161 
53.7% 
133 
44.3% 
41 
13.7% 
82 
27.3% 
To use skills 6 
2.0% 
13 
4.3% 
34 
11.3% 
10 
3.3% 
To occupy leisure 
time 
39 
13.0% 
45 
15.0% 
83 
27.7% 
87 
29.0% 
For personal 
expression 
11 
3.7% 
12 
4.0% 
11 
3.7% 
13 
4.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
300 
100.0% 
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Table 52. What happened to children whose mothers work 
outside the home as seen by Saudi husband 
and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Benefitted 23 
1 . 1 %  
Harmed 2 77 
92.3% 
Total 300 
100.0% 
80 12 19 
26.7% 4.0% 6.3% 
220 288 281 
73.3% 96.0% 93.7% 
300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
Table 53. The extent to which children are affected by 
their mothers working outside the home as seen 
by Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
To a great extent 111 39 131 80 
37.0% 13.0% 43 .7% 26.7% 
To a noticeable 92 51 84 71 
degree 30.7% 17.0% 28 .0% 23.7% 
Somewhat 59 149 65 105 
19.7% 49.7% 21 .7% 35.0% 
Not very much 34 53 15 42 
11.3% 17.7% 5 .0% 14.0% 
None at all 4 8 5 2 
1.3% 2.7% 1 .7% 0.7% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100 .0% 100.0% 
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Table 54. The extent that the presence of an outside member 
within the family affects the children as seen 
by Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very little effect 2 7 5 10 
0 .7% 2 .3% 1 .7% 3 .3% 
Little effect 7 9 12 6 
2, .3% 3, .0% 4. 0% 2 .0% 
Undecided 12 25 54 50 
4. 0% 8. 3% 18. 0% 16 .7% 
Great effect 117 136 87 75 
39. ,0% 45. 3% 29. ,0% 25 .£>% 
Very great effect 162 123 142 159 
54. ,0% 41. ,0% 47. ,3% 53 .0% 
Table 55. The feeling about controlling the number of 
children within the Saudi family as seen by ; 
members of the old family 
Husband Wife 
It is necessary to control the 66 51 
number of children to take 2 2 . 0 %  1 7 . 0 %  
better care of them 
It is wrong to control the 234 249 
number of children 78.0% 83.0% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 56. The feeling about controlling the number of 
children within the Saudi family as seen by the 
young family members 
Husband Wife 
It is necessary to control 249 266 
the number of children to 83.0% 88.7% 
take better care of them 
It is wrong to control 51 34 
the number of children 17.0% 11.3% 
Total 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 
Table 57. Number of children preferred by Saudi husband 
and wife 
The young family The old family 
Number of children Husband Wife Husband Wife 
None at all 0 0 0 0 
0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  
1 - 3  2 3  4 3  1 2  
7.7% 14.3% 0.3% 0.7% 
4 - 5  1 0 3  1 6 5  5 5  5 1  
34.3% 55.0% 18.3% 17.0% 
6 or more 174 92 244 247 
58.0% 30.7% 81.3% 82.3% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 58. The mean and standard deviation scores for the 
Saudi husbands and wives of the young family 
about who makes the final decision 
Decision 
The husband 
Mean S.D. 
The wife 
Mean S.D. 
What car to get 4.39 .67 
Hiring a servant 3.01 .36 
Buying or changing 2.95 .27 
furniture 
What house to take 3.39 .67 
What job the husband 4.78 .43 
should take 
Whether the wife should 3.01 .39 
go to work or quit work 
How much money the 3.08 .46 
family can afford to 
spend on food 
What doctor to have when 3.11 .37 
someone is sick 
Where to go on vacation 3.03 .19 
4.11 .71 
2.95 .45 
2.92 .39 
3.21 .54 
4.73 .53 
2.97 .54 
3.04 .59 
3.17 .51 
3.04 .32 
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Table 59. The mean and standard deviation scores for the 
Saudi husbands and wives of the old family about 
who makes the final decision 
Decision 
The husband 
Mean s.d. 
The wife 
Mean S.D. 
What car to get 4.75 .45 
Hiring a servant 3.85 1.01 
Buing or changing 3.68 .80 
furniture 
What house to take 4.00 .73 
What job the husband 4.85 .36 
should take 
Whether the wife should 3.90 1.05 
go to work or quit work 
How much money the 3.90 1.08 
family can afford to 
spend on food 
What doctor to have when 4.14 8.0 
someone is sick 
Where to go on vacation 3.99 .74 
4.77 .43 
4.04 .62 
3.94 1.40 
4.16 
4.89 
.64 
.37 
3.68 1.37 
4.03 .99 
4.19 .67 
3.95 .75 
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Table 60. Who has the final decision about these matters 
as seen by members of the old Saudi family 
Wife 
always 
2 
Wife 
more 
than 
husband 
Husband 
3 
Husband 
& wife 
the 
same 
Husband 
more 
than 
wife 
Husband 
always 
What car 
to get 
Hiring a 
servant 
0 
0 . 0 %  
6 
2 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
38 
12.7% 
2 
0.7% 
28 
9.3% 
70 
23.3% 
151 
50.3% 
228 
76.0% 
77 
25.7% 
Buying or 
changing 
furniture 
11 
3.7% 
20 
16.7% 
72 
24.0% 
147 
49.0% 
50 
16.7% 
What house to 
take 
1 
0.3% 
3 
1.0% 
64 
21.3% 
158 
52.7% 
74 
24.7% 
What job the 
husband should 
take 
0 
0 . 0 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0.3% 
42 
14.0% 
257 
85.7% 
Whether the wife 11 12 81 
should go to 3.7% 4.0% 27.0% 
work or quit 
work 
89 107 
29.7% 35.7% 
How much money 
the family can 
afford to 
spend on food 
6 30 66 85 113 
2.0% 10.0% 22.0% 28.3% 37.7% 
What doctor to 4 2 47 142 105 
have when 1.3% 0.7% 15.7% 47.3% 35.0% 
someone is sick 
Where to go 
on a vacation 
0 
0 . 0 %  
3 
1 . 0 %  
75 
25.0% 
144 
48.0% 
78 
26.0% 
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Table 60. (continued) 
Wife 
always 
2 
Wife 
more 
than 
husband same 
Wife 
3 
Husband 
& wife 
the 
Husband 
more 
than 
wife 
Husband 
always 
What car 
to get 
Hiring a 
servant 
0 
0 . 0 %  
1 
0 . 3 %  
0 
0 . 0 %  
7 
2 . 3 %  
1 
0.3% 
25 
8.3% 
68 
22.7% 
213 
71.0% 
231 
77.0% 
54 
18.0% 
Buring or 
changing 
furniture 
2 2  
7.3% 
52 
17.3% 
16 
5.3% 
43 
14.3% 
167 
55.7% 
What house 
to take 
2 
0.7% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
30 
10.0% 
185 
61.7% 
83 
2 7.7% 
What job the 
husband should 
take 
0 
0 . 0 %  
2 
0.7% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
26 
8.7% 
272 
90.7% 
Whether the wife 24 
should go to 8.0% 
work or quit 
work 
52 44 55 125 
17.3% 14.7% 18.3% 41.7% 
How much money 
the family can 
afford to 
spend on food 
What doctor to 
have when 
someone is sick 
8 13 56 197 116 
2.7% 4.3% 18.7% 35.7% 38.7% 
3 2 19 186 90 
1.0% 0.7% 6.3% 62.0% 30.0% 
Where to go 
on a vacation 
1 7 65 159 68 
0.3% 2.3% 21.7% 53.0% 22.7% 
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Table 61. Who has the final decision about these matters 
ss seen by members of the young Saudi family 
Wife 
always 
2 
Wife 
more 
than 
husband same 
Husband 
3 
Husband 
& wife 
the 
Husband 
more 
than 
wife 
Husband 
always 
What car 0 0— 30 122 148 
to get 0.0% 0 . 0 %  10.0% 40.7% 49.3% 
Hiring a 2 8 277 19 3 
servant 0.7% 2.7% 92.3% 3.3% 1.0% 
Buying or 0 19 277 4 0 
changing home 0.0% 6.3% 92.3% 1.3% 0.0% 
furniture 
What, house 0 2 206 64 28 
to take 0.0% 0.7% 68.7% 21.3% 9.3% 
What job should 0 0 2 61 23 7 
husband take 0.0% 0.0% 0.7% 21.3% 79.0% 
Whether or not 0 15 272 7 6 
the wife should 0.0% 5.0% 90.7% 2.3% 2.0% 
go to work or 
guit work 
How much money 2 5 271 12 10 
the family can 0.7% 1.7% 90.3% 4.0% 3.3% 
afford to 
spend on food 
What doctor 2 0 261 3 7 0 
to have when 0.7% 0.0% 87.0% 12.3% 0.0% 
someone is sick 
Where to go 0 0 292 7 1 
on a vacation 0.0% 0.0% 97.3% 2.3% 0.3% 
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Table 61. (continued) 
Wife 
always 
2 
Wife 
more 
than 
husband same 
Wife 
3 
Husband 
& wife 
the 
Husband 
more 
than 
wife 
Husband 
always 
What car 
to get 
Hiring a 
servant 
Buying or 
changing home 
furniture 
4 
1.3% 
7 
2.3% 
6 
2 . 0 %  
2 
0.7% 
16 
5.3% 
18 
6.0% 
53 
17.7% 
269 
89.7% 
272 
90.7% 
151 
50.3% 
4 
1.3% 
2 
0.7% 
90 
30.0% 
4 
1.3% 
2 
0.7% 
What house 0 
to take 0.0% 
What job should 0 
husband take 0.0% 
Whether or not 4 
the wife should 1.3% 
go to work or 
quit work 
How much money 9 
the family can 3.0% 
afford to 
spend on food 
Waht doctor 1 
to have when 0.3% 
someone is sick 
6 
2.0% 
3 
1 . 0 %  
25 
8.3% 
238 
79.3% 
4 
1.3% 
256 
85.3% 
9 254 
3.0% 84.7% 
43 
14.3% 
64 
21.3% 
5 
1.7% 
17 
5.7% 
2 253 32 
0.7% 84.3% 10.7% 
13 
4.3% 
229 
76.3% 
10 
3.3% 
11 
3.7% 
12 
4.0% 
Where to go 
on a vacation 
2 0 284 11 3 
0.7% 0.0% 94.7% 3.7% 1.0% 
Table 62. The difference in the authority between the Saudi husbands and wives 
of the young family and the husbands and wives of the old family&b 
Young Old Young Old 
family family Differ- family family Differ-
husband husband ence wife wife ence 
Hiring a servant 93 .3% 9 .3% 83 .0% 89 .7% 8 .3% 81 .4% 
Buing or changing furniture 92 .3% 24 .0% 68 .3% 90 .7% 5 .3% 85 .4% 
What house/apartment to take 68 .7% 21 .3% 47 .4% 79 .3% 10 .0% 69 .3% 
Whether wife should go to 
work or quit work 
90 .7% 27 .0% 63 .7% 85 .3% 14 .7% 70 .6% 
How much family can afford 
to spend on food 
90 .3% 22 .0% 68 .3% 84 .7% 18 .7% 66 .0% 
What doctor to have when 
someone is sick 
87 .0% 15 .7% 71 .3% 84 .3% 6 .3% 78 .0% 
Where to go on vacation 97 .3% 25 .0% 72 .3% 94 .7% 21 .7% 73 .0% 
^Total difference for husbands of both families = 474.3%; average difference= 
67.6% 
^Total difference for wives of both families = 523.7%; average difference = 
74.8% 
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Table 63. The importance of 
family affairs by 
Saudi husband and 
sharing the decisions about 
all members as seen by the 
wif e 
The young family The old family 
Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very little importance 0 1 68 137 
0.0% 0.3% 22.7% 45.7% 
Little importance 6 6 100 119 
2.0% 2.0% 33.3% 39.7% 
Undecided 32 20 100 29 
10.7% 6.7% 33.3% 9.7% 
Great importance 131 116 19 3 
43.7% 38.7% 6.4% 1.0% 
Very great importance 131 157 13 12 
43.7% 52,3% 4.3% 4.0% 
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Table 64. The importance of the husband's roles as the 
Saudi husband of the old family sees them 
The husband's roles 
The husband of the old family 
1 
Very 
little 
impor­
tance 
Little 
impor­
tance 
Unde­
cided 
Great 
impor­
tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
I do my jobs around 25 41 39 121 74 
the house 8 .3% 13 .7% 13 .0% 40 .3% 24 .7% 
I am a companion 50 39 83 66 62 
to my wife 16 .7% 13 .0% 27 .7% 22 .0% 20 .7% 
I help my children 42 54 50 73 81 
grow up by being 14 .0% 18 .0% 16 .7% 24 .3% 27 .0% 
friend, teacher,guide 
I earn the living & 0 2 9 17 272 
support the family 0 .0% 0 .7% 3 .0% 5 .7% 90 .7% 
I do my wife's work in 55 61 79 69 45 
house if help needed 18 .3% 20 .3% 26 .3% 20 .0% 15 .0% 
I practice the family 1 1 3 24 271 
religion/philosophy 0 .3% 0 .3% 1 .0% 8 .0% 90 .3% 
I serve as model of 0 1 13 61 225 
men for my children 0, .0% 0, .3% 4, .3% 20, .3% 75, .0% 
I make the final 
decision when family 
is still divided 
after discussion 
183 
61.0% 
30 
10.0% 
16 
5.3% 
23 
7.7% 
45 
15.0% 
I manage the family 
income & finances 
0 
0 . 0 %  
4 
1.3% 
27 
9.0% 
55 
18.3% 
214 
71.3% 
I represent and 
advance my family 
in the community 
3 
1.0% 
4 
1.3% 
20 
6.7% 
54 
18.0% 
219 
73.0% 
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Table 65. The importance of the husband's roles as the wife 
of the old Saudi family prefers or wants her 
husband to carry them out in the family 
The wife of the old family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
The husband's roles tance tance cided tance tance 
He does his jobs 
around the house 
32 
10 . 1 %  
18 
6 . 0 %  
63 
21 .0% 
68 
22 . 1 %  
119 
39 .7% 
He is a companion 
to his wife 
95 
31 .7% 
100 
33 . 3 %  
71 
23 .7% 
72 
24 .0% 
57 
19 .0% 
He helps children 
grow up by being 
friend, teacher,guide 
50 
16 . 1 %  
70 
23 . 3 %  
41 
13 . 1 %  
67 
22 .3% 
102 
34 .0% 
He earns living & 
supports the family 
1 
0 .3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
7 
2 . 3 %  
17 
5 . 1 %  
275 
91 .  1 %  
He does wife's work in 
house if help needed 
52 
17 .3% 
38 
12 . 1 %  
98 
32 . 1 %  
37 
12 . 3 %  
75 
25, .0% 
He practices family 
religion/philosophy 
1 
0, .3% 
1 
0 . 3 %  
4 
1 . 3 %  
19 
6, . 3 %  
275 
91. ,7% 
He serves as model of 
men for his children 
4 
1, .3% 
4 
1, . 3 %  
9 
3 , . 0 %  
51 
17. ,0% 
232 
77. , 3 %  
He makes the final 
decision when family 
is divided after 
discussion 
166 
55 .3% 
44 
14 . 1 %  
14 
4 . 1 %  
60 
20 .0% 
16 
5. , 3 %  
He manages the family 
income & finances 
9 
3. 0 %  
3 
1. 0 %  
27 
9. 0% 
38 
12 . 1 %  
223 
74 . 3 %  
He represents and 
advances his family 
in the community 
1 
0. 3 %  
2 
0. 1 %  
16 
5. 3 %  
51 
17. 0 %  
230 
76. 1 %  
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Table 66. The importance of the husband's roles as the 
young Saudi husband sees them 
The husband's roles 
The husband of the young family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor impor­
tance tance cided tance tance 
I do my jobs 17 
around the house 5.7% 
I am a companion 6 
to my wife 2.0% 
I help my children 3 
grow up by being 1.0% 
friend, teacher, guide 
I earn the living & 5 
support the family 1.7% 
I do my wife's work in 13 
house if help needed 4.3% 
I practice the family 2 
religion/philosophy 0.7% 
I serve as model of 0 
men for my children 0.0% 
I make the final 21 
decision when family 7.0% 
is still divided 
after discussion 
I manage the family 49 
income & finances 16.3% 
I represent and 3 
advance my family 1.0% 
in the community 
34 60 93 96 
11 .3% 20 .0% 31 .0% 32 .0% 
15 27 90 162 
5 .0% 9 .0% 30 .0% 54 .0% 
7 29 81 180 
2 .3% 9 .7% 2 .7% 60 .0% 
14 21 48 212 
4 .7% 7 .0% 16 .0% 70 .7% 
13 12 124 138 
4 .3% 4, .0% 41 .3% 46 .0% 
3 6 69 220 
1, .0% 2 . 0% 23 , .0% 73 , .3% 
0 31 81 188 
0, .0% 10. ,3% 27, .0% 62, .7% 
33 16 128 102 
11. 0% 5. 3% 42. 7% 34. 0% 
38 51 75 87 
12. 7% 17. 0% 25. 0% 29. 0% 
4 20 54 219 
1. 3% 6. 7% 18. 0% 73. 0% 
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Table 67. The importance of the husband's roles as the 
young Saudi wife wants or prefers her husband to 
carry them out in the family 
The wife of the young family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
The husband's roles tance tance cided tance tance 
He does his jobs 
around the house 
2 8  
9.3% 
17 
5.7% 
59 
16.7% 
97 
32.3% 
108 
36.0% 
He is a companion 12 15 21 98 154 
to his wife 4.0% 5.0% 7.0% 32.7% 51.3% 
He helps children 9 9 21 90 171 
grow up by being 3.0% 3.0% 7.0% 30.0% 57.0% 
friend, teacher, guide 
He earns living & 2 2 4 37 255 
supports the family 0.7% 0.7% 1.3% 12.3% 85.0% 
He does wife's work in 18 15 20 132 115 
house if help needed 6.0% 5.0% 6.7% 44.0% 38.3% 
He practices family 4 3 2 57 234 
religion/philosophy 1.3% 1.0% 0.7% 19.0% 78.0% 
He serves as model of 2 7 22 90 179 
men for his children 0.7% 2.3% 7.3% 30.0% 58.7% 
He makes the final 30 30 19 111 110 
decision when family 10.0% 10.0% 6.3% 37.0% 36.7% 
is divided after 
discussion 
He manages the family 52 57 38 72 81 
income & finances 17.3% 19.0% 12.7% 24.0% 27.0% 
He represents and 
advances his family 
in the community 
4 4 23 109 160 
1.3% 1.3% 7.7% 36.3% 53.3% 
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Table 68. The importance of the wife's roles as the husband 
of the old family wants or prefers his wife to 
carry them out in the family 
The husband of the old family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
The wife's roles tance tance cided tance tance 
She helps earn the 121 67 52 41 19 
living when needed 40.3% 22.3% 17.3% 13.7% 6.3% 
She cares for the 
children's needs 
3 
1.0% 
1 
0.3% 
9 
3.0% 
68 
22.7% 
219 
73.0% 
She practices family 0 1 6 21 272 
religion/philosophy 0.0% 0.3% 2.0% 7.0% 90.7% 
She is a companion 48 53 57 66 76 
to her husband 16.0% 17.7% 19.0% 22.0% 25.3% 
She is the 
homemaker 
2 
0.7% 
1 
0.3% 
9 
3.0% 
61 
20.3% 
227 
75.7% 
She serves as model of 2 4 10 72 212 
women for ehr children 0.7% 1.3% 3.3% 24.0% 70.7% 
She represents and 23 9 13 126 129 
advances her family 7.7% 3.0% 4.3% 42.0% 43.0% 
in the community 
She helps children 48 38 59 65 90 
grow up by being 16.0% 12.7% 19.7% 21.7% 30.0% 
friend, teacher, model 
She manages the family 148 85 43 14 10 
income & finances 49.3% 28.3% 14.3% 4.7% 3.3% 
She decides when 
family is still 
divided after 
discussion 
168 
56.0% 
77 
25.7% 
42 
14.0% 
8 
2.7% 
5 
1.7% 
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Table 69. The importance of wife's roles as seen by the 
wife of the old family 
The wife of the old family 
12 3 4 
Very 
little Little Great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor 
The wife's roles tance tance cided tance 
5 
Very 
great 
impor­
tance 
I help earn the 
living when needed 
I care for the 
children's needs 
I practice the family 0 
religion/philosophy 0.0% 
I am a companion 
to my husband 
I am the 
homemaker 
72 59 79 22 68 
24.0% 19.7% 26.3% 7.3% 22.7% 
3 3 14 41 239 
1.0% 1.0% 4.7% 13.7% 79.7% 
0 0 19 281 
0.0% 0.0% 6.3% 93.7% 
57 59 48 60 76 
19.0% 19.7% 16.0% 20.0% 25.3% 
1 0 23 49 227 
0.3% 0.0% 7.7% 16.3% 75.7% 
I serve as model of 1 
women for my children 0.3% 
I represent and 8 
advance my family 2.7% 
in the community 
I help children 57 
grow up by being 19.0% 
friend, teacher, model 
I manage the family 100 
income & finances 33.3% 
I decide when family 70 
is still divided 23.3% 
after discussion 
1 22 61 215 
0.3% 7.3% 20.3% 71.7% 
10 42 81 159 
3.3% 14.0% 27.0% 53.0% 
57 40 47 99 
19.0% 13.3% 15.7% 33.0% 
59 78 30 33 
19.7% 26.0% 10.0% 11.0% 
44 131 33 22 
14.7% 43.7% 11.0% 7.3% 
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Table 70. The importance of the wife's roles as the husband 
of the young family prefers his wife to carry 
them out in the family 
The husband of the young family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
The wife's roles tance tance cided tance tance 
She helps earn the 
living when needed 
She cares for the 
children's needs 
50 
16.7% 
2 
0 . 1 %  
34 
11.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
22 
7.3% 
18 
6 . 0 %  
101 
33.7% 
102 
34.0% 
93 
31.0% 
178 
59.3% 
She practices family 0 3 11 29 247 
religion/philosophy 0.0% 1.0% 3.7% 13.0% 82.3% 
She is a companion 
to her husband 
She is the 
homemaker 
10 
3.3% 
2 
0.7% 
13 
4.3% 
0 
0 . 0 %  
18 
6.0% 
20 
6.7% 
92 
30.7% 
77 
25.7% 
167 
55.7% 
201 
67.0% 
She serves as model of 4 3 4 116 173 
women for her children 1.3% 1.0% 1.3% 38.7% 57.7% 
She represents and 10 
advances her family 3.3% 
in the community 
She helps children 4 
grow up by being 1.3% 
friend, teacher, model 
10 
3.3% 
12 
4.0% 
127 
42 .3% 
141 
47.0% 
3 32 114 147 
1.0% 10.7% 38.0% 49.0% 
She manages the family 27 29 
income & finances 9.0% 9.7% 
19 116 109 
6.3% 38.7% 36.3% 
She decides when 
family is still 
divided after 
discussion 
52 29 23 110 86 
17.3% 9.7% 7.7% 36.7% 28.7% 
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Table 71. The importance of the wife's roles as seen by 
the wife of the young family 
The wife of the young family 
1 2 3 4 5 
Very Very 
little Little Great great 
impor- impor- Unde- impor- impor-
The wife's roles tance tance cided tance tance 
I help earn the 
living when needed 
20 
6 . 1 %  
13 
4 .3% 
42 
14 . 0 %  
96 
32 .056 
129 
43 . 0 %  
I care for the 
children's needs 
3 
1 . 0 %  
2 
0 . 7 %  
22 
7 , 3 %  
89 
29 . 7 %  
184 
61 . 3 %  
I practice the family 
religion/philosophy 
2 
0 . 1 %  
6 
2 . 0 %  
9 
3 . 0 %  
69 
23 . 0 %  
214 
71 . 3 %  
I am a companion 
to my husband 
7 
2 . 3 %  
6 
2 . 0 %  
22 
7 . 3 %  
73 
24 . 3 %  
192 
64 . 0 %  
I am the 
homemaker 
6 
2 . 0 %  
6 
2 . 0 %  
18 
6 . 0 %  
133 
44 . 3 %  
137 
45 . 7 %  
I serve as model 
women for my children 
7 
2 . 3 %  
7 
2 . 3 %  
6 
2 . 0 %  
118 
39 .3% 
162 
54 . 0 %  
I represent and 
advance my family 
in the community 
3 
2 . 0 %  
8 
2 . 7 %  
27 
9 . 0 %  
126 
42 . 0 %  
136 
45, . 3 %  
I help children 
grow up by being 
friend, teacher, model 
1 
0, . 3 %  
2 
0 . 7 %  
14 
4, , 7 %  
98 
32, . 7 %  
185 
61. . 7 %  
I manage the family 
income & finances 
20 
6. . 7 %  
33 
11, . 0 %  
28 
9. ,3% 
116 
38. , 7 %  
193 
34. . 3 %  
I decide when the 
family is still 
divided after 
di RCUssi on 
30 
10. , 0 %  
28 
93, . 0 %  
30 
10. , 0 %  
Ill 
37. , 0 %  
101 
33 . 7 %  
297 
Table 72. The influence of the mass media in changing 
Saudi family as seen by Saudi husband and wife 
The young family The old family 
Influence Husband Wife Husband Wife 
Very little influence 7 7 16 
2.3% 2.3% 0.3% 2.0% 
Little influence 8 11 7 1 
2.7% 3.7% 2.3% 0.3% 
Undecided 21 23 62 74 
7.0% 7.7% 20.7% 24.7% 
Great influence 131 137 133 96 
43.7% 45.7% 44.3% 32.0% 
Very great influence 133 122 97 123 
44.3% 40.7% 32.3% 41.0% 
Total 300 300 300 300 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Table 73. The differences in the percentages between the old 
and young family related to some items and their 
statistical significance (sample size is 300) 
Items 
Differ­
ence 
between 
husbands 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi-
cance^ 
Differ­
ence 
between 
wives 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Age of respondents 
when they married 
(20 years or older) 
69.00 * * *  74.40 * * * 
The best age for 
marriage (20 years 
of age or older) 
82.70 * * *  71.40 * * *  
Level of education 
for respondents 
(college & graduate 
level) 
64.60 *** 56.70 *  *  *  
Where to spend 
vacation (outside 
the country) 
51.70 * * *  50.00 * * *  
Choosing job person 
prefers not the one 
his family prefers 
54.30 * * *  54.70 *  *  *  
Best way of rearing 
children (way of 
both parents) 
74.40 * * *  75.00 * * *  
Work of woman who 
has no children 
57.70 * * *  67.40 * * *  
Percent of change between old and young families noted 
by the following: *** = 50% or more (great change); 
** = 25% or more (moderate change); * = 10% or more (minimal 
change); N =less than 10% (little or no change). 
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Table 73. (continued) 
Differ­
ence 
between 
husbands 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Differ­
ence 
between 
wives 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Necessity of con­
trolling number of 
children to take 
better care of them 
61.00 *** 7.70 *** 
Change in authority 
of family (sharing 
decisions by husband 
& wife together) 
67.76 *** 74.84 *** 
Importance of sharing 
decisions by 
family members 
76.70 *** 86.00 *** 
Importance of wife's 
role in making a 
decision after 
discussing something 
related to the family 
61.00 *** 52.40 ieick 
Importance of wife's 
role in managing 
family income and 
finances 
67.00 *** 52.00 • k i f k  
Persons living with 
the respondents 
(6-10 persons) 
45 .90 ** 57.20 * * * 
Whether family with 
when visitng 
foreign countries 
52.00 *** 41.70 * *  
Choosing mate (by 51.00 *** 45.30 
person himself ) 
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Table 73. (continued) 
Items 
Differ-
ences 
between 
husbands 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Differ­
ences 
between 
wives 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Importance of 
husband's role in 
doing wife's work 
around the house 
52 .30 * * * 44.70 *** 
Number of children 
preferred (6 or 
more ) 
23 .30 * 51.60 *** 
Respondents were 
born in nonurban 
areas 
32.40 ** 29.00 * * 
Parents living with 
respondent in home 
25.30 ** 35.60 ** 
Visiting other 
countries 
26.70 * * 44.00 ** 
Women who work or 
have ever worked 
43.00 ** 40.00 * * 
Importance of 
husband's role of 
being companion 
to his wife 
41.30 ** 41.00 * * 
Importance of wife's 
role of being a 
companion to her 
husband 
39.10 ** 43.00 ** 
Importance of hus- 38.30 ** 36.00 ** 
band's role in making 
decision after dis­
cussing family matter 
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Table 73. (continued) 
Differ­
ence 
between 
husbands 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Differ­
ence 
between 
wives 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Importance of hus- 35.70 ** 30.70 ** 
band's role in 
helping children to 
grow up by being 
friend, teacher, guide 
Importance of wife's 35.30 ** 45.70 ** 
role in helping her 
children grow up by 
being friend, teacher, 
guide 
Importance of hus- 35.60 ** 36.00 ** 
band's role in 
managing family 
income & finances 
Importance of wife's 44.70 ** 45.00 ** 
role of earning 
the living 
Contributing to 40.00 ** 17.00 * 
country's develop­
ment as reason for 
women working out­
side the home 
Husbands working as 19 * 
government 
employee 
Work of women who 
have children 
16.40 * 24.60 * 
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Table 73. (continued) 
Items 
Differ­
ence 
between 
husbands 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
Differ­
ence 
between 
wives 
of both 
families 
Statis­
tical 
signifi­
cance 
How influential 
mass media is in 
changing family 
11.40 * 13 .40 * 
The feeling about 
belonging to Islam 
2.70 N 1.7 N 
Practicing Islamic 
rituals 
5.40 N 4.00 N 
Importance of religious 
beliefs in directing 
behaviors & actions 
1.00 N 2.00 N 
Increased income 7.60 N 7.30 N 
Increased education 2.55 N 7.15 N 
Availability of labor-
saving devices at home 
0.70 N 6.30 N 
Better medical care 3 .00 N 8.00 N 
Better communication 
& transportation 
1.70 N 4.30 N 
More luxuries in the 
family 
1.00 N 2.30 N 
More travel outside 
the country 
2.10 N 2.10 N 
Decline in tradition 
of bride & groom not 
seeing each other 
until wedding day 
1.00 N 2.00 N 
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Table 73. (continued) 
Items 
Differ­
ence 
between Statis-
husbands tical 
of both signifi-
families cance 
Differ­
ence 
between Statis-
wives tical 
of both signifi-
families cance 
Decline in marriage 2.00 N 1.70 N 
of cousins 
Education as status 6.30 N 7.00 N 
determinant for 
young man 
Education as status 9.30 N 5.00 N 
determinant for 
young woman 
Wealth as status 4.00 N 6.60 N 
determinant for 
young man 
Importance of rearing 1.90 N 1.20 N 
children as function 
of family in past 
Importance of rearing 0.70 N 6.70 N 
children as function 
of family in present 
Importance of husband's 3.62 N 3.14 N 
roles: jobs around home, 
earning living, practic­
ing religion, male model, 
family representative to 
community 
Importance of wife's 3.02 N 2.74 N 
roles: care for child. 
ren's needs, practicing 
religion, homemaker, 
model of women, family 
representative to 
community 
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APPENDIX 
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SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE SAUDI FAMILY 
HUSBAND'S FORM (YOUNG FAMILY) 
We earnestly solicit your insights and opinions about 
how the Saudi Arabian family may (or may not) "be changing. 
Please give us your honest opinion; there are not "right" 
or "wrong" answers; your replies will be anonymous. 
Please check the response that most fits your beliefs. Your 
answers will be of interest to many who study the family, 
and will assist me in completing my graduate degree. 
I. QUESTIONS ABOUT PRESENT-DAY SAUDI FAMILY: 
1. Which of the following changes do you see for the Saudi 
family as a result of increased economic prosperity? 
(Check as many as you think apply.) 
a ) More traveling outside the country for vacations 
b ) More luxuries (e.g. more than one car and/or TV 
set ) 
c ) Hiring foreigners to help with the tasks of the 
family 
d ) Increased leisure time for family members 
e ) Several labor-saving devices in the home 
(e.g. washing machine, etc.) 
f ) Better medical care 
g ) Increased education for sons 
h ) Increased education for daughters 
i ) Smaller number of children per family 
j ) More divorce 
k) Husbands more likely to take a separate vacation 
1) Greater possibility for a family to build a good 
house with the aid of government loans 
m) A better communication and transportation system 
connecting members of the family together 
n) Increased income for members of the family 
o) A wider domain for women to participate in 
different activities outside the home 
p) Decline in the productive function of the family 
(more consumptive) 
q) Others (Please specify) 
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With which statement do you think most of our countrymen 
would agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement would you agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement do you think most Saudis would 
agree? "If a man must choose between a job which he 
likes or a job which his parents prefer" which should 
he choose? 
a ) The job he prefers 
b ) The job his parents prefer 
With which statement do you agree? 
a ) The job he prefers 
b ) The job his parents prefer 
To what extent do you think each of the listed traditions 
still are dominant in the Saudi family? 
(Circle thé appropriate answer.) 
1 =less dominant; 5 =very dominant 
a) Marriage of cousins 
(son/daughter of two brothers) 
b) Polygamy 
c) Bride and groom never see each 
other until the day of the wedding 
How do you feel about the practice of 
increased mahr (bride price)? 
1 = approve strongly; 5= disapprove strongly 
How do you feel about the exaggeration 
in celebrating the wedding ceremony? 12 3 4 5 
1= strongly agree; 5= strongly oppose 
Less More 
Dominant 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
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To what extent do each of the following 
make it difficult and therefore delays 
the marriage of young people? 
1 = very little extent; 5 = very great extent 
Little Great 
Extent 
a) Necessity for more education 12 3 4 5 
b) Increased cost of mahr (bride price) 
and wedding expenses 12 3 4 5 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in present-
day Saudi Arabia? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
What is the best age for marriage (for husband)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) doesn't really matter 
What is the best age for marriage (for wife)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) doesn't really matter 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
man's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify ) 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
woman's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
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Following are some questions about functions and 
activities and the frequency of their actual importance 
to the Saudi family in the past. (Circle the appropriate 
number.) 1= little importance; 5 = great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 
b) Preparing bread at home 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 
f) The school as an aid in child development 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 
h) Employment outside of the family domain 
i) Women working outide the home 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
Following are the same questions about some functions 
and activities and the frequency of their actual 
importance to the Saudi family in the present time. 
(Circle the appropriate number.) 
1=little importance; 5 = great importance 
a) Child rearing 
b) Preparing bread at home 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 
Little Great 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
f ) The school as an aid in child development 1 2 3 4 5 
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Little Great 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the past and how 
spread are they? 1 =less spread; 5 =wide spread 
Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f) Controlling the number of children 
to take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in the 
same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the present time 
and how spread are they? 
1 =less spread; 5 =wide spread Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
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Less Wide 
Spread 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 1 2 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f ) Controlling the number of children to 
take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in 
the same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the mass media. 
a) Do you ever buy a newspaper? yes 
no 
b) Do you have an interest in bringing 
the newspaper home? yes 
no 
c) Does your wife or your children share 
the same interest in reading the 
newspaper? yes 
no 
d) How often do you and your family read the newspaper? 
every day several days a week 
once a week none at all 
e) How influential are the mass media forms 
in chainging the life of the Saudi family? 
1 =very little influence 
5 =very great influence 12 3 4 5 
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f) Which do you think among the mass media forms have 
the most influence on the Saudi family? 
TV Radio 
Newspapers & magazines Tv & radio 
TV & newspapers Radio & newspapers 
TV, radio, & newspapers 
20. To what extent do you think the mass media forms 
influence the Saudi family through the following aspects? 
1 =little influence; 5 - great influence 
Little Great 
a) Connecting the family to the social 
and cultural heritage 12 3 4 5 
b) Discussing the problems and needs 
of the family 12 3 4 5 
c) Highlighting the activities of the 
family 12 3 4 5 
d) Connecting the Saudi family to the 
outside world 12 3 4 5 
e) Educating and orienting members of 
the family 12 3 4 5 
f) Taking care of children and developing 
their talents 12 3 4 5 
II. YOUR OWN FAMILY. Now we would like to ask you a few 
questions about you and your present family. 
1. Who usually has final say, makes the final decision about 
5 = husband always; 4 = husband more than wife; 
3 =husband and wife together; 2 = wife more than husband; 
1 =wife always 
a) What car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 12 3 4 5 
c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
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f ) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or quit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your family can afford 
per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i) Where to go on vacation 12 3 4 5 
How important is it that decisions about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 
1 =little important; 5=very important 12 3 4 5 
What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 
1 = little greatly; 5 = very greatly 1 2 3 4 5 
Is it all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 
1 =strongly disagree; 5 =strongly agree 12 3 4 5 
Is is all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 
1 = strongly disagree; 5= strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 
Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
(Check the most important one.) 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country's development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
Which do you prefer for a woman who has the experience 
and her children go to school. 
To work outside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children and 
household 
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9. Do you think children benefit or are harmed by their 
mother's working outside the home? 
Ben efitted 
Harmed 
10. To what extent do you think that children will be 
affected by their mother's working outside the home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
None at all 
11. Other things being equal, how many children would you 
like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
12. Is your wife working or has she ever worked? 
yes 
no 
III. QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR PARENTS. Now suppose some Americans 
were asking about family life in Saudi Arabia. You 
would reply that the society is very complex (rural and 
urban, young and old, etc.) but that you would try to 
answer their questions by answering the same set of 
questions from the viewpoint of one of your parents 
(your choice). 
How your parent would answer: 
1. Please tell us whether you selected your father or 
mother as reference while answering the following set 
of questions. 
Father 
Mother 
2. Who usually has the final say, makes the final decision 
about : 
5 =husband always; 4 =husband more than wife; 
3 = husband and wife; 2= wife more than husband; 
1 =wife always 
a) what car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 12 3 4 5 
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c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
f) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or guit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your family can afford 
to spend per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i) Where to go on vacation 12 3 4 5 
How important is it that the decision about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 12 3 4 5 
1 =little important; 5 = very important 
What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 12 3 4 5 
1= little greatly; 5 = very greatly 
Is it all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1 =strongly disagree; 5 =strongly agree 
Is is all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1 =strongly disagree; 5=strongly agree 
Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
(Check the most important one.) 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country's development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
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9. What does your parent prefer for a woman who has the 
experience and her children go to school? 
To work outside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children 
and household 
10. Does your parent think children benefit or are harmed 
by their mother's working outside the home? 
Benefitted 
Harmed 
11. To what extent does your parent think that children 
will be affected by their mother's working outside the 
home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
Not at all 
12. Other things being egual, how many children would 
they like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
IV. HUSBAND-WIFE ROLES. Marriage requries husbands and wives 
to play a number of roles which may be quite different. 
Part 1 below consists of roles normally performed by the 
HUSBAND and Part 2 consists of roles normally performed 
by the WIFE. 
In Part 1, rate the importance of the roles which you 
actually carry out in your family at the present time, 
as to their importance on a scale of 1 to 5, with 
1 = very little importance and 5= great importance. 
At the same time rate the importance of these roles to 
your father as you expect him to do. Please circle 
the appropriate number. 
1. My roles: My My father's 
roles roles 
a) I do my jobs around the 
house (repairs, etc.). 12345 12345 
b) I am a companion to my wife. 12345 12345 
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My My father's 
roles roles 
c) I help the children grow by 
being their friend, teacher, 
and guide. 12345 12345 
d) I earn the living and 
support the family. 12345 12345 
e) I do my wife's work around 
the house if my help is 
needed. 12345 12345 
f ) I practice the family 
religion or philosophy. 12345 12345 
g ) I serve as the model of men 
for my children 12345 12345 
h) I decide (make the final 
decision) when the family 
is still divided after 
discussing something. 12345 12345 
i) I manage the family income 
and finances. 12345 12345 
j) I represent and advance my 
family in the community. 12345 12345 
In Part 2, rate the roles which you want or prefer your 
wife to carry out in your family situation as you would 
like it to be. At the same time, indicate how your 
father would rate these roles for your mother. Rate 
these roles on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 = very little 
importance and 5 =very great importance. 
My mother's 
Wife's roles My roles as my 
wife's father sees 
roles them 
a) She helps earn the living when 
her husband needs her help. 12345 12345 
b) She cares for the children's 
everyday needs. 12345 12345 
c) She practices the family 
religion or philosophy. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
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d) She is a companion to her 
husband. 
e) She is a homemaker. 
f) She serves as the model of 
women for her children. 
g) She represents and advances 
the family socially and in 
the community. 
h) She helps the children grow 
up by being their friend, 
teacher, and guide. 
i) She manages the family 
income and finances 
j) She decides when the family 
is still divided after 
discussing something. 
My mother's 
My roles as my 
wife's father sees 
roles them 
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
V. PERSONAL BACKGROUND; 
1. About how old are you (last birthday)? 
less than 20 20-25 . 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
About how old were you when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
About how old was your wife when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
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How long have you been married (last anniversary)? 
less than a year one year 
two years three years 
four years five years 
six years seven years or more 
What degree of education are you studying or you have 
completed? 
college degree graduate 
other (specify) 
If you are studying, do you participate in any work 
activity along with your study (e.g. part-time job)? 
yes no 
If the answer is yes for the previous question, specify 
your occupation. 
government employee nongovernment employee 
trader farmer 
businessman worker 
other (specify) 
Would you say that the place where you were born was; 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
Would you say that your permanent residence is: 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
Is your permanent residence in Riyadh? 
yes no 
Does your family (your wife and children) live with you 
in Riyadh? 
yes no 
Do any of your relatives (your parents or other 
relatives) live with you in Riyadh? 
yes no 
When you go back to your permanent residence, do you 
intend to: 
a ) live with your parents 
b ) live in your own home 
c ) live with your wife's parents 
d ) other (specify) 
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14. How about your home, do you 
a) own it b rent it 
c) other (specify ) 
15. What kind of home do you have? 
apartment sand home concrete home 
villa other (specify ) 
16. How many persons live with you in your home? Specify 
total number. persons 
17. Who are they? 
wife children 
one or both parents brothers 
sisters grandparents 
other relatives 
other (specify) 
18. Concerning the loans of the Real Estate Development 
Fund, which of the following do you think applies to you? 
I have gotten a loan. 
My name is on the waiting list. 
I will apply when I get the land. 
Othef (specify) 
19. Have you ever visited any of the foreign countries? 
yes (What countries?) 
no 
20. Was your family with you during at least one of these 
visits? 
yes no 
21. Where do you often spend your vacation? 
inside the country outside the country 
22. To what extent do you and your family 
have the feeling of belonging to Islam? 12 3 4 5 
1 =very little extent; 5 = very great extent 
23. To what extent do you and your family practice Islamic 
rituals (Ramadan, feasts)? 
very extensively most of the time 
some of the time hardly ever 
24. How important do you find your religious beliefs in 
directing your everyday behavior and actions? 
very important fairly important 
little important not important at all 
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SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE SAUDI FAMILY 
WIFE'S FORM (YOUNG FAMILY) 
We earnestly solicit your insights and opinions about 
how the Saudi Arabian family may (or may not) be changing. 
Please give us your honest opinion; there are not "right" 
or "wrong" answers; your replies will be anonymous. 
Please check the response that most fits your beliefs. Your 
answers will be of interest to many who study the family, 
and will assist me in completing my graduate degree. 
I. QUESTIONS ABOUT PRESENT-DAY SAUDI FAMILY; 
1. Which of the following changes do you see for the Saudi 
family as a result of increased economic prosperity? 
(Check as many as you think apply.) 
a ) More traveling outside the country for vacations 
b ) More luxuries (e.g. more than one car and/or TV 
set 
c ) Hiring foreigners to help with the tasks of the 
family 
d ) Increased leisure time for family members 
e ) Several labor-saving devices in the home 
(e.g. washing machine, etc.) 
f ) Better medical care 
g ) Increased education for sons 
h ) Increased education for daughters 
i ) Smaller number of children per family 
j ) More divorce 
k) Husbands more likely to take a separate vacation 
1) Greater possibility for a family to build a good 
house with the aid of government loans 
m) A better communication and transportation system 
connecting members of teh family together 
n) Increased income for members of the family 
o) A wider domain for women to participate in 
different activities outside the home 
p) Decline in the productive function of the family 
(More consumptive) 
q) Others (Please specify) 
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With which statement do you think most of our country­
women would agree? 
a) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement would you agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement do you think most Saudis would 
agree? If a woman must choose between a job which she 
likes or a job which her parents prefer," which should 
she choose? 
a ) The job she prefers 
b ) The job her parents prefer 
With which statement do you agree? 
a ) The job she prefers 
b ) The job her parents prefer 
To what extent do you think each of the listed traditions 
still are dominant in the Saudi family? 
(Circle the appropriate answer.) 
1 = less dominant; 5 = very dominant 
Less More 
a) Marriage of cousins Dominant 
(son/daughter of two brothers) 12 3 4 5 
b) Polygamy 1 2 3 4 5 
c ) Bride and groom never see each 
other until the day of the wedding 12 3 4 5 
How do you feel about the practice of 
increased mahr (bride price)? 12 3 4 5 
1 =approve strongly; 5 =disapprove strongly 
How do you feel about the exaggeration 
in celebrating the wedding ceremony? 12 3 4 5 
1 =strongly agree; 5=strongly oppose 
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To what extent do each of the following 
make it difficult and therefore delays 
the marriage of young people? 
1 = very little extent; 5 = very great extent 
Little Great 
Extent 
a) Necessity for more education 12 3 4 5 
b) Increased cost of mahr (bride price) 
and wedding expenses 12 3 4 5 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in present-
day Saudi Arabia? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
What is the best age for marriage (for husband)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e) doesn't really matter 
What is the best age for marriage (for wife)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e) doesn't really matter 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
man's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d ) Other (Please specify) 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
woman's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
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Following are some questions about functions and 
activities and the frequency of their actual importance 
to the Saudi family in the past. (Circle the appropriate 
number.) 1 =little importance; 5 =great importance. 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f) The school as an aid in child development 12 3 4 5 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside of the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are the same questions about some functions 
and activities and the frequency of their actual 
importance to the Saudi family in the present time. 
(Circle the appropriate number.) 
1 = little importance; 5= great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f) The school as an aid in child development 12 3 4 5 
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Little Great 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the past and how 
spread are they? 1 =less spread; 5=wide spread 
Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f ) Controlling the number of children 
to take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society (schools, 
health centers, women associations, 
sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in the 
same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the present time 
and how spread are they? 
1 =less spread; 5 =wide spread Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
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Less Wide 
Spread 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f ) Controlling the number of children to 
take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in 
the same household 12 3 4 5 
19. Following are questions about the mass media. 
a) Do you ever read a newspaper? yes 
no 
b) Do you have an interest to read 
the newspaper home? yes 
no 
c) Does your husband or your children 
share the same interest in reading the 
newspaper? yes 
d) How often do you and your family read 
the newspaper? 
every day several days a week 
once a week none at all 
no 
e) How influential are the mass media forms 
in changing the life of the Saudi family? 
1 =very little influence 
5 = very great influence 1 2 3 4 5 
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f ) Which do you think among the mass media forms have 
the most influence on the Saudi family? 
TV Radio 
Newspapers & magazines TV & radio 
TV & newspapers Radio & newspapers 
TV, radio, & newspapers 
20. To what extent do you think the mass media forms 
influence the Saudi family through the following aspects? 
1 =little influence; 5 =great influence 
Little Great 
a) Connecting the family to the social 
and cultural heritage 12 3 4 5 
b) Discussing the problems and needs 
of the family 12 3 4 5 
c) Highlighting the activities of the 
family 12 3 4 5 
d) Connecting the Saudi family to the 
outside world 12 3 4 5 
e) Educating and orienting members of 
the family 12 3 4 5 
f ) Taking care of children and developing 
their talents 12 3 4 5 
II. YOUR OWN FAMILY. Now we would like to ask you a few 
questions about you and your present family. 
1. Who usually has final say, makes the final decision about 
5=husband always; 4 =husband more than wife; 
3 = husband and wife together; 2= wife more than husband; 
1 = wife always 
a) What car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 12 3 4 5 
c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
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f) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or quit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your famly can afford 
per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i ) Where to go on vacation 1 2 3 4 5 
2. How important is it that decisions about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 
1 = little important; 5 = very important 1 2 3 4 5 
3. What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
4. To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 
1 = little greatly ; 5 = very greatly 1 2 3 4 5 
5. Is is all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 
1 =strongly disagree; 5=strongly agree 12 3 4 5 
6. Is is all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 
1 = strongly disagree; 5= strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 
7. Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
(Check the most important one.) 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country ' s development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
8. Which do you prefer for a woman who has the experience 
and her children go to school. 
To work outside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children and 
household 
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9. Do you think children benefit or are harmed by their 
mother's working outside the home? 
Benefitted 
Harmed 
10. To what extent do you think that children will be 
affected by their mother's working outside the home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
None at all 
111. Other things being equal, how many children would you 
like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
12. Are you presently working or have you ever worked? 
yes 
no 
III. QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR PARENTS. Now suppose some Americans 
were asking about family life in Saudi Arabia. You 
would reply that the society is very complex (rural and 
urban, young and old, etc.) but that you would try to 
answer their questions by answering the same set of 
questions from the viewpoint of one of your parents 
(your choice). 
How your parent would answer: 
1. Please tell us whether you selected your father or 
mother as reference while answering the following set 
of questions. 
Father 
Mother 
2. Who usually has the final say, makes the final decision 
about : 
5 =husband always; 4 =husband more than wife; 
3 =husband and wife; 2 = wife more than husband; 
1 =wife always 
a) What car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 1 2 3 4 5 
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c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
f ) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or quit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your family can afford 
to spend per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i) Where to go on vacation 12 3 4 5 
How important is it that the decision about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 12 3 4 5 
1 =little important; 5 = very important 
What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 12 3 4 5 
1 =little greatly; 5 =very greatly 
Is it all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1 = strongly disagree; 5= strongly agree 
Is it all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1= strongly disagree; 5= strongly agretf 
Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
(Check the most important one.) 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country's development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
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9. What does your parent prefer for a woman who has the 
experience and her children go to school? 
To work outside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children and 
household 
10. Does your parent think children benefit or are harmed 
by their mother's working outside the home? 
Ben efitted 
Harmed 
11. To what extent does your parent think that children 
will be affected by their mother's working outside 
the home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
Not at all 
12. Other things being equal, how many children would 
they like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
IV. HUSBAND-WIFE ROLES. Marriage requires that husbands and 
wives play a number of roles which may be quite different. 
Part 1 below consists of roles normally performed by the 
WIFE and Part 2 consists of roles normally performed 
by the HUSBAND. 
In Part 1, rate the importance of the roles which you 
actually carry out in your family at the present time, 
as to their importance on a scale from 1 to 5, when 
1 = very little importance and 5 = very great importance. 
At the same time rate the importance of these roles to 
your mother as you expect her to do. 
Please circle the appropriate number. 
1. My roles; My My mother's 
roles roles 
a) I help earn the living when 
my husband needs my help. 12345 12345 
b) I care for the children's 
everyday needs. 12345 12345 
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My My mother's 
roles roles 
c) I practice the family 
religion or philosophy. 12345 12345 
d) I am a companion to my 
husband. 12345 12345 
e) I am a homemaker. 12345 12345 
f ) I serve as the model of 
women for my children. 12345 12345 
g) I represent and advance my 
family socially and in 
the community. 12345 12345 
h) I help the children grow up 
by being their friend, 
teacher, and guide. 12345 12345 
i) I manage the family income 
and finances. 12345 12345 
j) I decide when the family is 
still divided after 
discussing something. 12345 12345 
In Part 2, rate the roles which you want or prefer your 
husband to carry out in your family situation as you 
would like it to be. At the same time, indicate how 
your mother would rate these roles for your father. 
Rate these roles on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 = very little 
importance and 5 =very great importance. 
Please circle the appropriate number. 
My husband's roles; 
My father's 
My roles as my 
husband ' s mother sees 
roles them 
a) He does his jobs around the 
house (repair, etc.). 12345 12345 
b) He is a companion to his 
wife. 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
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c) He helps the children grow 
up by being their friend, 
teacher and guide. 
d) He earns the living and 
supports the family. 
e) He does his wife's work 
around the house if his 
help is needed. 
f) He practices the family 
religion or philosophy. 
g) He serves as the model of 
men for his children. 
My father's 
My roles as my 
husband's mother sees 
roles them 
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
h) He decides (makes the final 
decision) when the family 
is still divided after 
discussing something. 
i) He manages the family 
income and finances. 
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
j) He represents and advances 
his family in the community, 1 2 3 4 5  1 2 3 4 5  
V. PERSONAL BACKGROUND; 
1. About how old are you (last birthday)? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
2. About how old were you when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
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About how old was your husband when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 31-35 
36-40 41 or more 
How long have you been married (last anniversary)? 
less than a year one year 
two years three years 
four years five years 
six years seven years or more 
What degree of education are you studying or have you 
completed? 
elementary school middle school 
high school college degree 
graduate other (specify) 
If you are studying, do you participate in any other 
work activity, along with your study (e.g. part-time 
job)? 
yes no 
If the answer is yes for the previous question, specify 
your occupation. 
government employee nongovernment employee 
homemaker other 
Would you say that the place where you were born was 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
Would you say that your permanent residence is 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
Is your permanent residence in Riyadh? 
yes no 
Does your family (your husband and children) live with 
you in Riyadh? 
yes no 
Do any of your relatives (your parents, your husband's 
parents, or other relatives) live with you and your 
family in Riyadh? 
yes no 
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13. When you go back to your permanent residence, do you 
intend to: 
live with your parents 
live in your own home 
live with your husband's parents 
other (specify) 
14. How about your home, do you 
own it rent it 
other (specify ) 
15. What kind of home do you have? 
an apartment sand home 
concrete home villah 
other (specify) 
16. How many persons live with you in your home? Specify 
total number. persons. 
17. Who are they? 
a husband children 
the parents or one of them brothers 
sisters grandparents 
other relatives other 
18. Have you ever visited any of the foreign countries? 
yes (What countries) 
no 
19. Was your family with you during at least one of these 
visits? 
yes no 
20. Where do you often spend your vacation? 
inside the country outside the country 
21. To what extent do you and your family practice Islamic 
rituals (Ramadan, feasts)? 
very extensively most of the time 
some of the time hardly ever 
22. To what extent do you and your family 
have the feeling of belonging to Islam? 
1 =very little extent; 5=very great extent 12 3 4 5 
23. How important do you find your religious beliefs in 
directing your everyday behaviors and actions? 
very important fairly important 
little important not important at all 
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SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE SAUDI FAMILY 
HUSBAND'S FORM (OLD FAMILY) 
We earnestly solicit your insights and opinions about 
how the Saudi Arabian family may (or may not) be changing. 
Please give us your honest opinion; there are not "right" 
or "wrong" answers; your replies will be annonymous. 
Please check the response that most fits your beliefs. Your 
answers will be of interest to many who study the family, 
and will assist me in completing my graduate degree. 
I. QUESTIONS ABOUT PRESENT-DAY SAUDI FAMILY: 
1. Which of the following changes do you see for the Saudi 
family as a result of increased economic prosperity? 
(Check as many as you think apply.) 
a ) More traveling outside the country for vacations 
b ) More luxuries (e.g. more than one car and/or TV 
set ) 
c) Hiring foreigners to help with the tasks of the 
family 
d ) Increased leisure time for family members 
e ) Several labor-saving devices in the home 
(e.g. washing machine, etc.) 
f ) Better medical care 
g ) Increased education for sons 
h ) Increased education for daughters 
i) Smaller number of children per family 
j ) More divorce 
k) Husbands more likely to take a separate vacation 
1) Greater possibility for a family to build a good 
house with the aid of government loans 
m) A better communication and transportation system 
connecting members of the family together 
n) Increased income for members of the family 
o) A wider domain for women to participate in 
different activities outside the home 
p) Decline in the productive function of the family 
(more consumptive) 
q) Others (Please specify) 
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With which statement do you think most of our countrymen 
would agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement would you agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement do you think most Saudis would 
agree? "If a man must choose between a job which he 
likes or a job which his parents prefer" which should 
he choose? 
a ) The job he prefers 
b ) The job his parents prefer 
With which statement do you agree? 
a ) The job he prefers 
b ) The job his parents prefer 
To what extent do you think each of the listed traditions 
still are dominant in the Saudi family? 
(Circle the appropriate answer.) 
1 =less dominant; 5=very dominant 
Less More 
Dominant 
a) Marriage of cousins 
(son/daughter of two brothers) 12 3 4 5 
b) Polygamy 12 3 4 5 
c) Bride and groom never see each 
other until the day of the wedding 12 3 4 5 
How do you feel about the practice of 
increased mahr (bride price)? 
1 = approve strongly; 5 =disapprove strongly 1 2 3 4 5 
How do you feel about the exaggeration 
in celebrating the wedding ceremony? 
1 = strongly agree; 5 = strongly oppose. 1 2 3 4 5 
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To what extent do each of the following 
make it difficult and therefore delays 
the marriage of young people. 
1 =very little extent; 5 =very great extent 
Little Great 
Extent 
a) Necessity for more education 12 3 4 5 
b) Increased cost of mahr (bride price) 
and wedding expenses 12 3 4 5 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in present-
day Saudi Arabia? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in the past? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
What is the best age for marriage (for husband)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) ^doesn't really matter 
What is the best age for marriage (for wife)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) ^doesn't really matter 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
man's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
woman's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Ed ucation 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
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Following are some questions about functions and 
activities and the frequency of their actual importance 
to the Saudi family in the past. (Circle the appropriate 
number.) 1 =little importance; 5 =great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f) The school as an aid in child development 12 3 4 5 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside of the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about some functions and 
activities and the frequency of their actual 
importance to the Saudi family in the present time. 
(Circle the appropriate number.) 
1 = little importance; 5 = great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f) The school as an aid in child development 12 3 4 5 
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Little Great 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the past and how 
spread are they? 1 = less spread; 5= wide spread 
Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f) Controlling the number of children 
to take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in the 
same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of 
some phenomena in the Saudi family in the present time 
and how spread are they? 
1=less spread; 5 =wide spread Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
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Less Wide 
Spread 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f) Controlling the number of children to 
take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family and 
other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sports clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in 
the same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are questions about the mass media. 
a) Do you know how to read and write? 
yes no 
If the answer to question (a) is yes, answer the 
following questions, but if it is no, skip to question (e) 
b) Do you ever read a newspaper? 
yes no 
c) Do you have the interest to read the newspaper 
at home? 
yes no 
d) Do any of your family members have the same interest 
in reading the newspaper at home? 
yes no 
e) How often do you and your family read the newspaper? 
every day several days a week 
once a week none at all 
f) How influential, are the mass media forms 
in changing the life of the Saudi family? 
1 =very little influence; 5 = very great 1 2 3 4 5 
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g) Which do you think among the mass media forms have 
the most influence on the Saudi family? 
TV Radio 
Newspapers & magazines TV & radio 
TV & newspapers Radio & newspapers 
TV, radio & newspapers 
21. To what extent do you think the mass media forms 
infleunce the Saudi family through the following aspects? 
1 =little influence; 5 = great influence 
Little Great 
a) Connecting the family to the social 
and cultural heritage 12 3 4 5 
b) Discussing the problems and needs 
of the family 12 3 4 5 
c) Highlighting the activities of the 
family 12 3 4 5 
d) Connecting the Saudi family to the 
outside world 12 3 4 5 
e) Educating and orienting members of 
the family 12 3 4 5 
f) Taking care of children and developing 
their talents 12 3 4 5 
II. YOUR OWN FAMILY. Now we would like to ask you a few 
questions about you and your present family. 
1. Who usually has final say, makes the final decision about: 
5 = husband always; 4 = husband more than wife; 
3 = husband and wife together; 2= wife more than husband; 
1 =wife always 
a) What car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 12 3 4 5 
c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
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f) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or quit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your family can afford 
per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i) Where to go on vacation 12 3 4 5 
2. How important is it that decisions about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 
1 =little important; 5=very important 12 3 4 5 
3. What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
4. To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 
1 =little greatly; 5 = very greatly 1 2 3 4 5 
5. Is it all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 
1= strongly disagree; 5= strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 
6. Is it all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 
1 =strongly disagree ; 5 = strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 
7. Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
(Check the most important one.) 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country's development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
8. Which do you prefer for a woman who has the experience 
and her children go to school. 
To work outside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children and 
household 
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9. Do you think children benefit or are harmed by their 
mother's working outisde the home? 
Benefitted 
Harmed 
10. To what extent do you think that children will be 
affected by their mother's working outside the home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
None at all 
11. Other things being equal how many children would you 
like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
12. Is your wife working or has she ever worked? 
yes 
no 
III. HUSBAND-WIFE ROLES. Marriage requires husbands and wives 
to play a number of roles which may be quite differnt. 
Part 1 below consists of roles normally performed by the 
HUSBAND and Part 2 consists of roles normally performed 
by the WIFE. 
In Part 1, rate the importance of the roles which you 
actually carry out in your family at the present time, 
as to their importance on a scale from 1 to 5, with 
1 =very little importance and 5 = very great importance. 
Please circle the appropriate number. 
1. My roles : 
a) I do my jobs around the house 
(repairs, etc.). 12 3 4 5 
b) I am a companion to my wife. 12 3 4 5 
c) I help the children grow by being their 
friend, teacher, and guide. 12 3 4 5 
d) I earn the living and support the family. 1 2 3 4 5 
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e) I do my wife's work around the house 
if my help is needed. 12 3 4 5 
f) I practice the family religion or 
philosophy. 12 3 4 5 
g) I serve as the model of men for my 
children. 12 3 4 5 
h) I decide (make the final decision) when 
the family is still divided after 
discussing something. 12 3 4 5 
i) I manage the family income and finances. 12 3 4 5 
j) I represent and advance my family in 
the community. 12 3 4 5 
In Part 2, rate the roles which you want or prefer your 
wife to carry out in your family situation as you would 
like it to be. Rate these roles on a 1 to 5 scale, with 
1 = very little importance and 5 = very great importance. 
My wife's roles; 
a) She helps earn the living when her 
husband needs her help. 12 3 4 5 
b) She cares for the children's everyday 
needs. 12 3 4 5 
c) She practices the family religion or 
philosophy. 12 3 4 5 
d) She is a companion to her husband. 1 2 3 4 5 
e) She is a homemaker. 12 3 4 5 
f ) She serves as the model of women for 
her children. 12 3 4 5 
g) She represents and advances the family 
socially and in the community. 12 3 4 5 
h) She helps the children grow up by being 
their friend, teacher, and guide. 12 3 4 5 
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i) She manages the family income and 
finances. 12 3 4 5 
j) She decides when the family is still 
divided after discussing something. 12 3 4 5 
IV. 
1 .  
2 .  
PERSONAL BACKGROUND; 
About how old are you (last birthday)? 
50-55 56-60 61-65 
66-70 71-75 76 or more 
About how old were you when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 
36-40 
31-35 
"40 or more 
3. About how old was your wife when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 
36-40 
31-35 
40 or more 
4. How long have you been married (last anniversary)? 
less than a year one year 
two years three years 
four years five years 
six years seven years or more 
5. What is the level of education you have attained? 
elementary school 
^secondary school 
[graduate degree 
"illiterate 
"other 
middle school 
[college degree 
[vocational training 
'know how to read and write 
6 .  What is your occupation? 
government employee 
trader 
student 
worker 
other 
nongovernment employee 
[businessman 
[farmer 
retired 
7. Would you say that the place where you were born was 
Bedouin area farm area 
village 
large city 
'small city 
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Would you say that your permanent residence is 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
9. Is your permanent residence in Riyadh? 
yes no 
If the answer to question (£) is yes, please answer 
the following, but if the answer is no, skip to 
question 11. 
10. Do any of your relatives (parent family or other 
relatives) live with you and your family? 
yes no 
11. Since Riyadh isn't your permanent residence, what is 
the reason of your staying in Riyadh? 
working visiting 
staying with my sons staying with daughters 
staying with relatives other 
12. How about your home, do you 
own it rent it 
other 
13. What kind of home do you have? 
an apartment sand home 
concrete home villah 
other 
14.' How many persons live with you in your home. Specify 
total number. persons. 
15. Who are they? 
a wife children 
parents or one of them brothers 
sisters grandparents 
other relatives 
other 
16. Concerning tbe loans of the Real Estate Development 
Fund, which of the following do you think is applied 
to you? 
I have gotten a loan. 
My name is on the waiting list. 
I will apply when I get the land. 
Other (specify) 
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17. What is your monthly income? 
less than $600 $600 - less than $1200 
$1200 - less than $1800 $1800 - less than $2400 
$2400 - less than $300 $300 or more 
18. Where do you often spend your vacation? 
inside the country outside the country 
19. Have you ever visited any of the foreign countries? 
yes no 
20. Was your family with you during at least one of these 
visits? 
yes no 
21. To what extent do you and your family have 
the feeling of belonging to Islam? 
1 = very little extent, 5 = very great extent 1 2 3 4 5 
22. To what extent do you and your family practice Islamic 
rituals (e.g. Ramadan arid feasts)? 
very extensively most of the time 
some of the time hardly ever 
23. How important do you find your religious beliefs in 
directing your everyday behaviors and actions? 
very important fairly important 
a little important not important at all 
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SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE SAUDI FAMILY 
WIFE'S FORM (OLD FAMILY) 
We earnestly solicit your insights and opinions about 
how the Saudi Arabian family may (or may not) be changing. 
Please give us your honest opinion; there are not "right" 
or "wrong" answers; your replies will be anonymous. 
Please check the response that most fits your beliefs. Your 
answers will be of interest to many who study the family, 
and will assist me in completing my graduate degree. 
I. QUESTIONS ABOUT PRESENT-DAY SAUDI FAMILY: 
1. Which of the following changes do you see for the Saudi 
family as a result of increased economic prosperity? 
(Check as many as you think apply.) 
a ) More traveling outside the country for vacations 
b ) More luxuries (e.g. more than one car and/or TV 
set ) 
c ) Hiring foreigners to help with the tasks of the 
family 
d ) Increased leisure time for family members 
e ) Several labor-saving devices in the home 
(e.g. washing machine, etc.) 
f ) Better medical care 
g ) Increased education for sons 
h ) Increased education for daughters 
i ) Smaller number of children per family 
j ) More divorce 
k) Husbands more likely to take a separate vacation 
1) ^Greater possibility for a family to build a good 
house with the aid of government loans 
m) A better communication and transportation system 
connecting members of the family together 
n) Increased income for members of the family 
o) A wider domain for women to participate in 
different activities outside the home 
p) Decline in the productive function of the family 
(more consumptive) 
q) Others (Please specify) 
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With which statement do you think most of our country­
women would agree? 
a) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement would you agree? 
a ) It is necessary for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children so they can take better 
care of them. 
b ) It is wrong for a man and his wife to control 
the number of children to be born. 
With which statement do you think most Saudis would 
agree? "If a woman must choose between a job which she 
likes or a job which her parents prefer," which should 
she choose? 
a ) The job she prefers 
b ) The job her parents prefer 
With which statement do you agree? 
a ) The job she prefers 
b ) The job her parents prefer 
To what extent do you think each of the listed traditions 
still are dominant in the Saudi family? 
(Circle the appropriate answer.) 
1 =less dominant; 5 =very dominant 
Less More 
Dominant 
a) Marriage of cousins 
(son/daughter of two brothers) 12 3 4 5 
b) Polygamy ^ 12 3 4 5 
c ) Bride and groom never see each other 
until the day of the wedding 12 3 4 5 
How do you feel about the practice of 
increased mahr (bride price)? 12 3 4 5 
1 =approve strongly; 5=disapprove strongly 
How do you feel about the exaggeration 
in celebrating the wedding ceremony? 12 3 4 5 
1 = strongly agree; 5= strongly oppose 
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To what extent do each of the following 
make it difficult and therefore delays 
the marriage of young people? 1 = very 
little extent; 5=very great extent Little Great 
Extent 
a) Necessity for more education 12 3 4 5 
b) Increased cost of mahr (bride price) 
and wedding expenses 12 3 4 5 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in present-day 
Saudi Arabia? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
Who has the major role in selecting a wife in the past? 
a ) The prospective groom 
b ) The groom's family 
c ) The couple themselves 
What is the best age for marriage (for husband)? 
a) less than 20 years 
b ) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) doesn't really matter 
What is the best age for marriage (for wife)? 
a ) less than 20 years 
b) 20-25 
c ) 26-30 
d ) 31 or older 
e ) doesn't really matter 
What is presently most important in determining a 
young man's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
What is presently most important in determining a young 
woman's status? 
a ) Family 
b ) Education 
c ) Wealth 
d) Other (Please specify) 
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Following are some questions about functions and 
activities and the frequency of their actual importance 
to the Saudi family in the past. (Circle the appropriate 
number.) 1 = little importance; 5 = great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food production 
(cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f) The school as an aid in child development 12 3 4 5 
g) Reliance on the market as a supplier 
for family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside of the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are the same questions about some functions 
and activities and the frequency of their actual 
importance to the Saudi family in the present time. 
(Circle the appropriate number.) 
1 =little importance; 5=great importance 
Little Great 
a) Child rearing 12 3 4 5 
b) Preparing bread at home 12 3 4 5 
c) Sewing or tailoring clothes at home 12 3 4 5 
d) Keeping some animals for food 
production (cows, goats, chickens) 12 3 4 5 
e) Painting or maintaining the home 
when necessary by family members 12 3 4 5 
f ) The school as an aid in child development 1 2 3 4 5 
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Little Great 
g) Reliance on the market as a 
supplier of family needs 12 3 4 5 
h) Employment outside of the family domain 12 3 4 5 
i) Women working outside the home 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of some 
phenomena in the Saudi family in the past and how 
spread are they? 1 = less spread; 5= wide spread 
Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f ) Controlling the number of children 
to take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g ) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family 
and other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sport clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in the 
same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are some questions about the existence of some 
phenomena in the Saudi family in the present time and how 
spread are they? 1 =less spread; 5 =wide spread 
Less Wide 
Spread 
a) Early-age marriage 
(13 for girls and 15 for boys) 12 3 4 5 
b) Girls' education 12 3 4 5 
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Less Wide 
Spread 
c) Increased mahr (bride price) 12 3 4 5 
d) Women's working (outside the home) 12 3 4 5 
e) Servants at home 12 3 4 5 
f ) Controlling the number of children 
to take better care of them 12 3 4 5 
g) The role of the family in choosing 
a son's wife 12 3 4 5 
h) The relationship between the family 
and other institutions in the society 
(schools, health centers, women 
associations, sport clubs) 12 3 4 5 
i) Two or three generations living in the 
same household 12 3 4 5 
Following are questions about the mass media. 
a) Do you know how to read and write? 
yes no 
If the answer to question (a) is yes, answer the 
following questions, but if it is no, skip to question 
(e). ~~ 
b) Do you every read a newspaper? 
yes no 
c) Do you have the interest to read the newspaper 
at home? 
yes no 
d) Does any of your family members have the same 
interest in reading the newspaper at home? 
yes no 
e) How often do you and your family read the newspaper? 
every day several days a week 
once a week none at all 
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f) How influential are the mass media forms in changing 
the life of the Saudi family? 
1 =very little influence; 5 =very great influence 
1 2 3 4 5 
g) Which do you think among the mass media forms have 
the most influence on the Saudi family? 
TV Radio 
Newspapers & magazines TV & radio 
TV & newspapers Radio & newspapers 
TV, radio, & newspapers 
21. To what extent do you think the mass media forms 
influence the Saudi family through the following aspects? 
1 =little influence; 5 = great influence 
Little Great 
a) Connecting the family to the 
social and cultural heritage 12 3 4 5 
b) Discussing the problems and needs 
of the family 12 3 4 5 
c) Highlighting the activities of the 
family 12 3 4 5 
d) Connecting the Saudi family to the 
outside world 12 3 4 5 
e) Educating and orienting members of 
the family 12 3 4 5 
f) Taking care of children and developing 
their talents 12 3 4 5 
II. YOUR OWN FAMILY. Now we would like to ask you a few 
questions about you and your present family. 
1. Who usually has the final say, makes the final decision 
about: 5 = husband always; 4= husband more than wife; 
3 = husband and wife together; 2= wife more than husband; 
1 =wife always 
a) What car to get 12 3 4 5 
b) Hiring a servant 12 3 4 5 
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c) Buying or changing the home furniture 12 3 4 5 
d) What house or apartment to take 12 3 4 5 
e) What job the husband should take 12 3 4 5 
f ) Whether or not the wife should go to 
work or quit work 12 3 4 5 
g) How much money your family can afford 
to spend per week on food 12 3 4 5 
h) What doctor to have when someone is sick 12 3 4 5 
i) Where to go on vacation 12 3 4 5 
How important is it that decisions about 
family affairs be shared by all members? 12 3 4 5 
1 =little important; 5=very important 
What is the best way of rearing children? 
The way of the father 
The way of the mother 
The way of both of them 
To what extent does the presence of an 
outside member (housekeeper, driver) 
within the household affect the children? 12 3 4 5 
1 =little greatly; 5 =very greatly 
Is it all right for a married woman 
without children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1 =strongly disagree; 5=strongly agree 
Is it all right for a married woman 
with children to work outside the home? 12 3 4 5 
1=strongly disagree; 5=strongly agree 
Why do you think most women work outside the home? 
To earn money to help her husband 
To contribute to her country's development 
To use skills she has learned in school 
To occupy leisure time 
For personal expression 
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8. Which do you prefer for a woman who has the experience 
and skills and her children go to school? 
To work ouside the home 
To stay home and take care of the children and 
household 
9. Do you think children benefit or are harmed by their 
mother's working outside the home? 
Benefitted 
Harmed 
10. To what extent do you think that children will be 
affected by their mother's working outside the home? 
To a great extent 
To a noticeable degree 
Somewhat 
Not very much 
None at all 
11. Other things being equal, how many children would you 
like to have? 
none one two three four 
five six or more 
12. Are you presently working or have you every worked? 
yes no 
III. HUSBAND-WIFE ROLES. Marriage requires that husbands and 
wives play a number of roles which are quite different. 
Part 1 below consists of roles normally performed by the 
WIFE and Part 2 consists of roles normally performed by 
the HUSBAND. 
In Part 1, rate the importance of the roles which you 
actually carry out in your family at the present time, 
as to their importance on a scale from 1 to 5, with 
1 = very little importance and 5 =very great importance. 
Please circle the appropriate number. 
1. My roles; 
a) I help earn the living when my husband 
needs my help. 12 3 4 5 
b) I care for the children's everyday needs. 12 3 4 5 
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c) I practice the family religion or 
philosophy. 12 3 4 5 
d) I am a companion to my husband. 1 2 3 4 5 
e ) I am the homemaker. 1 2 3 4 5 
f ) I serve as the model of women for my 
children. 12 3 4 5 
g) I represent and advance my family 
socially and in the community. 12 3 4 5 
h) I help the children grow up by being 
their friend, teacher, and guide. 12 3 4 5 
i) I manage the family income and finances. 12 3 4 5 
j) I decide when the family is still 
divided after discussing something. 12 3 4 5 
In Part 2, rate the roles which you want or prefer your 
husband to carry out in your family situation as you 
would like it to be. Rate these roles on a 1 to 5 
scale, with 1 = very little importance and 5= great 
importance. Please circle the appropriate number. 
My husband's roles; 
a) He does his jobs around the house 
(repair, etc.). 12 3 4 5 
b) He is a companion to his wife. 12 3 4 5 
c) He helps the children grow up by 
being their friend, teacher and guide. 12 3 4 5 
d ) He earns the living and supports the 
family. 12 3 4 5 
e) He does his wife's work around the 
house if his help is needed. 12 3 4 5 
f) He practices the family religion or 
philosophy. 12 3 4 5 
g) He serves as the model of men for 
his children. 12 3 4 5 
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h) He decides (makes the final decision) 
when the family is still divided after 
discussing something. 12 3 4 5 
i) He manages the family income and finances. 12 3 4 5 
j) He represents and advances his family 
in the community. 12 3 4 5 
IV. 
1 .  
PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 
About how old are you (last birthday)? 
50-55 56-60 
61-65 
71-75 
66-70 
"76 or more 
2 .  About how old were you when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 
36-40 
31-35 
"41 or more 
3. About how old was your husband when you got married? 
less than 20 20-25 
26-30 
36-40 
31-35 
41 or more 
4. How long have you been married (last anniversary)? 
less than a year one year 
two years three years 
four years 
six years 
five years 
seven years or more 
5. What is the level of education you have attained? 
_elementary school 
[secondary school 
"graduate degree 
"illiterate 
"other 
middle school 
"college degree 
[vocational training 
"know how to read and write 
6. What is your occupation? 
government employee 
worker 
student 
other 
nongovernment employee 
[homemaker 
"retired 
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7. Would you say that the place where you were born was 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
8. Would you say that your permanent residence is 
Bedouin area farm area 
village small city 
large city 
9. Is your permanent residence in Riyadh? 
yes no 
If the answer to question _9 is yes, please answer the 
following, but if the answer is no, skip to question 
n. 
10. Do any of your relatives (parent family or other 
relatives) live with you and your family? 
yes no 
11. Since Riyadh is'nt your permanent residence, what is 
the reason for your staying in Riyadh? 
working visiting 
staying with my sons staying with ray daughters 
staying with relatives 
other 
12. How about your home, do you 
own it rent it 
other 
13. What kind of home do you have? 
an apartment sand home 
concrete home villah 
other 
14. How many persons live with you in your home? Specify 
total number. persons. 
15. Who are they? 
a husband children 
parents or one of them brothers 
sisters grandparents 
other relatives other 
16. Have you ever visited any of the foreign countries? 
yes no 
396 
17. Was your family with you during at least one of these 
visits? 
yes no 
18. Where do you often spend your vacation? 
inside the country outside the country 
19. To what extent do you and your family 
have the feeling of belonging to Islam? 12 3 4 5 
1 =very little extent; 5 = very great extent 
20. To what extent do you and your family practice Islamic 
rituals (e.g. Ramadan and feasts)? 
very extensively most of the time 
some of the time hardly ever 
21. How important do you find your religious beliefs in 
directing your everyday behaviors and actions? 
very important fairly important 
little important not important at all 
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